
Written by Denise George  

New Yearôs Eve, 11:00 p.m. I tighten the 

last screw on my brand-new exercise 

bike, pick up a pen, and write on paper: 

My New Yearôs ñGet-My-Body-in-

Shapeò Resolutions 

1. Exercise two hours a day ï in 

rain, shine, snow, or sleet. 

2. Start a strict diet. No more Lars 

Bars or Little Eddy cakes, no more 

mounds of mashed potatoes with 

mushroom gravy on top, no 

moreé 

3. Lose 20 pounds before summer 

swimsuit season, and remember to 

practice humility (even though I 

will soon have washboard abs and 

shins of steel). 

I scoot my exercise bike into my kitchen. 

I place this modern instrument of torture 

directly in front of my refrigerator. I fig-

ure if I have to climb over it to get to the 

food, maybe Iôll remember to use it! 

Well, you know the rest of the story. No 

doubt, you, too, will probably discover 

what I discover every January 2: exercise 

bikes make great places to thaw roasts 

and hang bananas! 

And the diet? It usually doesnôt even last 

until January 2. Inspired by my seven 

new ñlose your cellulite foreverò miracle 

weight loss books, I determine to start 

this diet immediately. Then I sit down at 

the New Yearôs Day dinner table. 

I immediately tell my mother, ñNo death 

by chocolate cake for me, Mom, but 

thanks anyway.ò Thatôs when she looks at 

me with that pitiful, pleading ñbut-I-made

-this-just-for-you-Pumpkinò look on her 

face. Then, feeling a little guilty, I eye the 

three layers dripping with dark, delicious, 

deadly chocolate, and I say: ñWell, maybe 

just a thin slice of death, I mean cake.ò 

Anyway, I think to myself, Iôve got a 

tighter tummy than either Ethel or 

Matilda. Iôll just take a tiny taste and start 

that diet right after dinner! My mother 

smiles as I eat six slices. 

New Yearôs Eve, 11:25 p.m. I blow the 

dust off my fashionable burgundy-

leathered Bible and again pick up pen and 

paper: 

My New Yearôs ñGet-My-Spirit-in-

Shapeò Resolutions 

1. Read my entire Bible ï from Gene-

sis to Revelation ï at least once 

each month. 

2. Complete every weekôs fill-in-the-

blank and Scripture-search section 

in my new Bible study workbook 

on Day One. 

3. Spend two hours early each morn-

ing in quiet, prayerful contempla-

tion. 

4. Wish all the worldôs missionaries a 
happy birthday (on their actual 

birthdays). 

5. Feed every poor, hungry, homeless 

person in my neighborhood. 

Well, you know the rest of the story. The 

New Yearôs resolutions I make for my 

soul can die just as quickly as the resolu-

tions I make for my body! 

The alarm clock sounds at 5 a.m. on Janu-

ary 2. I sit up, rub my eyes, and stare into 
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donkey threw him against a wall and his eyes were 

opened to see an angel.  He ends up blessing Israel and in 

Numbers 24:17-19, he says this:   ñI 

see him, but not now; I behold him, 

but not near.  A star will come out of 

Jacob; a scepter will rise out of Is-

raeléò 

Balaam came from the ñmountain of 

the Eastò and was one of the wise 

men of that region.  His prophecy 

and the events surrounding the Isra-

elites passing through the region 

would have been known.  Some 

scholars speculate that the star Mesori, which appeared 

sometime between 5 BC and 2 BC, was the star God gave 

to guide them.  Mesori means the Birth of a Prince.  

Thus, to these ancient astrologers who knew the prophecy 

and saw the star appear, the birth of a great king had taken 

place. 

Now, they may not have been there to look upon the new-

born babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a man-

ger, but their faith and awareness of that sign in the sky 

sent them on a two year journey.  These Wise Men en-

dured the hardship of a journey that cost them time, com-

fort and resources.  Prophecy was not taken lightly by 

these Wise Men and should not be taken lightly by us to-

day. 

In order to follow after Christ, we will have times of pain, 

peril and hardship.  There is a cost involved in finding 

Christ and walking after Him.  David said in II Samuel 

24:24, ñNeither will I offeréthat which doth cost me 

nothing.ò  Surely, these Wise Men deserve to be at my 

manger scene.  Even God speaks to them once they arrive 

and find the now two-year-old baby Jesus.  I cannot seem 

to think of another day of the year to deem Wise Men 

Day.  So, I will keep placing the Three Wise Men by my 

manager.   

Donôt you think there are only three?  Three giftséThree 

is a holy number.  Oh well, that is another argument for 

another articleé 

Brother Steve 

I like the Wise Men around my manger at home.  Some 

technically correct Christians are always pointing out the 

fact that the Wise Men should not 

be present at my display.  Well, let 

me tell you a thing or two about 

those men. 

When the Wise Men of the East 

saw a star of extraordinary bril-

liance, they knew a king had been 

born.  How could they have known 

such an event would take place?  

They were of another culture and 

surely did not have reference to 

Isaiahôs prophecies.  Remember Balaam?  He is the guy 

in Numbers who was going to curse the Israelites but his 

Iôm Keeping the Wise Men! 
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If you could, please take a minute to fill out and return 

the Ministry & Missions Interest Form found in the 

back of the Ministry and Missions Book that was dis-

tributed during the 40 Days of 

Purpose Celebration.  These 

forms will help us find some-

one with the skills and desires 

to help when a need arises.  

Additional forms are available 

in the vestibule. And, com-

pleted forms should be turned 

into the church office. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     31  

 

7pm New 
Yearôs Eve 

Party 
 
OFFICE CLOSED  

1 

2 

 

6pm GAôs 
 

7pm Deaconsô 
Meeting 

3 4 5 

 

7pm Qrtly Bus 
Mtg 

 

7pm Children's 
Choir 

6 7 8 

 

8am-9pm 
Chrysalis Use 

of All Bldgs 

9 

 

6pm GAôs 

10  11  

 

6 pm CCBA 
Mtg w/Ron 

Hale 

12  

 

6pm SS 

Teachersô Mtg 
 

7pm Children's 

13  14  15  

 

5-9pm 
Youth  

Christmas 
Party 

16  

 

8:15am  
Brotherhood 

 

6pm GAôs 

17  

 

12-6pm 
Blood Drive 

18  19  

6pm VBS Mtg 
 

7pm Children's 
Choir 

 

8pm Trustees 

20  21  

 

6pm CCBA 
Menôs Wild 

Game Supper 
 

22  

 

8am SS 
Teachersô 

Training 
 

 

23  

 

6pm GAôs 
 
 

24  25  26  

 

6pm Church 

Council Mtg 
 

7pm Children's 
Choir 

27  28  29  

30  

 

6pm GAôs 
 

HIGH  
ATTENDANCE 

SUNDAY 

31       

January 2005  

at Fellowship Baptist Church 
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Birthdays and  Anniversaries  

1 Alexa Harper  18 Alice Stafford 

 Ethan Haney  21 Anita Kerley 

8 Frances Rohrer  22 Opal Lingle 

10 Ruby Martin   Mary Stone 

11 Carolyn McGill  27 Debbie Faith 

12 Dale Skelton    

14 Annette Skelton  Anniversaries  

 Susan Jones  18 Dan & Anita Kerley 

17 Richard Parkhurst  21 Jim & Faith Haney 

Please notify the church office in writing if your birthday or anniversary is not listed here! 

Watch the bulletin for an 
update form for your 
familyçs birthdays! 



The Fellowship Baptist Church monthly newsletterðGlad 

Tidingsðis seeking people who would like to submit arti-

cles, recipes, poems or something else of interest to the 

church.  This newsletter belongs to the church and our 

church family is always welcome provide information to 

be included.  (Plus, it gets hard to come up with everything myself!) 

Articles written about church functions are especially 

nice...is your Sunday School class doing something spe-

cial?  Did the Youth have fun? 

Please let the church know by 

submitting a little something to 

the newsletter! 

All submissions should be to the 

church office no later than 11:00 

a.m. on the 20th of each month 

prior to the issue release. 

Articles, Recipes and more... 
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Friday, December 31st  
7:00 p.m. �³ Dinner  

8:00 p.m. �³ Entertainment  

Please join us in ringing in the New Year!   

The Activities Committee has been hard 
at work recruiting volunteers for Fellow-
ship Follies II.  It promises to be an enter-
taining experience.  Watch for a chance 

to relive Follies I during the evening!  

Families are asked to bring sandwiches, 
chips, desserts, etc.  


