
Written by Brian McLaren  

This article is courtesy Christian Single Magazine. 

As Good Friday and Easter approach this 

year, you might be hiding a secret cyni-

cism: Here come the same crucifixion and 

resurrection sermons again, proclaiming 

that the cross and resurrection changed eve-

rything, that the resurrection shows Godôs 

power, that it validates Jesusô divinity. Itôs 

the same routine as last year and the year 

before. The good news seems to have be-

come just OK for some of us. The edge is 

gone. The excitement is gone. ñAmazing 

graceò has become ñsomewhat interesting 

graceò and ñastounding miraclesò have be-

come ñquestionable happenings,ò while 

ñholy daysò are now ñjust another holiday.ò 

The problem is, we fear voicing these 

thoughts to Christian friends: ñHow can 

you say such a thing? You should be 

amazed by the miracle of Easter!ò But the 

truth is, youôre becoming indifferent and 

are struggling to make your faith real in 

your life. Youôre also upbraiding yourself: 

ñWhatôs wrong with me? Iôm backsliding! 

Iôm going lukewarm, maybe even apos-

tate!ò The result can be a fake excitement 

in public, while you privately wrestle with 

core beliefs and wonder how youôll ever be 

able to revitalize your faith. Or you might 

place the blame for your discontent on 

someone else: your parents bred this famili-

arity by forcing you to attend church; your 

denomination took all the passion out of 

serving God; your church just isnôt exciting 

enough to stir your zeal.  

If you approach this yearôs Easter season 

with humdrum boredom, youôre right to be 

concerned. But rather than blame yourself, 

your pastor, your church or the gospel itself, 

may I propose another diagnosis and pre-

scription? Take a new look at a familiar 

story. 

A Change of View 

This Easter season, what if youôre ready for 

a new perspective on the cross and the res-

urrection? What if youôve been looking 

through one window up to this point in your 

life ð a good window that gave a good 

view but not the whole picture? 

One of my college professors once told me, 

ñPeople always say life is short ð and it is. 

But itôs long too. Thereôs time to do a lot 

and learn a lot if you take advantage of the 

opportunities.ò Thatôs how I feel about our 

faith. Life is long enough that there are 

many perspectives to learn and enjoy and 

take advantage of. There are many windows 

to gaze through, and for me, the good news 

of Good Friday and Easter Sunday (not to 

mention Holy Saturday) grows richer each 

year as I see them from new perspectives, 

through new windows. 

Maybe thereôs a specific window of the 

Easter story thatôs become too familiar, and 

the view has simply gotten old. It might be 

the window that sees in the cross the bloody 

yet holy legal drama of Jesus accepting a 

death penalty we all deserve. Or maybe itôs 

the window that sees the resurrection as 

proof of the fact that Jesus was much more 

(Continued on page 8) 
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price of earning doctorate and master degrees: men who 

have given hours of their time and years of their lives in 

order that we may have teachers in our Christian colleges 

and seminaries; men who write 

commentaries and the literature 

we use in our Sunday School 

classes; men who produce the 

books and devotionals we follow. 

On the other hand, there are those 

who God has and does use who 

have no formal education in 

Christian training.  They lead in 

our churches as teachers, lay 

ministers and even as senior pastors and evangelists, mu-

sic leaders, missions leaders, youth leaders, Bible study 

leaders and servants to the Body.  Yes, God uses these 

men and women also. 

I really believe if a man or woman is faithful to God, 

there is no limit to what god can do through them.  God is 

looking for people who have laid everything on the altar:  

family, finances, home, job, personal desires and wishes.  

God looks for men who will walk with him.  Enoch 

walked with God.  David desired Godôs heart.  Paul sacri-

ficed personal gain and counted loss to have Christ near 

and to stand in the gap.   

There is a price to be paid.  It could be through the fiery 

furnace, though the lions den, or through a storm, but it 

will be worth it when you are allowed the privilege to 

take your turn in the gap.  Donôt be afraid of being the 

kind of person God can use.  Let go and let God! 

ñI looked for a man among them who would build up the 

wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land 

so I would not have to destroy it, but I found none.ò  Eze-

kiel 22:30 

The question to be answered here is 

this:  What kind of man is God 

looking for?  How does God define 

this man?  Would he pick any of 

the men of our church as the kind 

of man to stand in the gap? 

God has really laid into my heart 

this new year about these types of 

issues.  Perhaps it is the mid-life examination men go 

through that God is using to drive me to my knees.  

Whatever it is, itôs working.  I asked myself, ñIs God 

looking for a perfect man?ò  Well if He is, there would 

still be no one to stand in the gap today. 

However, I really do not believe that God will not use us 

if we are less than perfect.  God looks for men and 

women who are born again and try to be what He wants 

them to be.  He sees the intent of our hearts and the mo-

tive behind what we do.  If the heart of a man desires to 

hone and glorify God, then I think God will place them 

in the gaps of life. 

Perhaps God is looking for educated men to stand in the 

gap.  I really believe God does use men who pay the 

The Gap 
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These men and women become pillars of faith - pastors 

and teachers, missionaries at home and abroad.  They be-

come shining lights leading all those who see and hear 

them into a greater understanding of Gods love.  For 

them, the search for things only scarcely imagined, things 

hidden even from angels is a consuming passion.  Their 

light is under no basket, but blazing brightly for all to see.  

And see they do.  Christians and seekers of God are 

drawn to this light like moths to flame.  But the light is 

seen by others as well.  Despite the pain it causes the evil 

one and his minions, they are drawn to It as well.  It is for 

then, now and always, what him who would be like the 

most high fears the most.  Ever it burns him and ever he 

claws at its source.  It is a pitiful, horrible existence, but 

one chosen from the moment he fell. 

Simple faith is a joy, and all that is needed for a good life 

and an a eternity in heaven.  But or a select few, ñthatò it 

works is not enough.  They want to know ñhowò it works 

and  ñwhyò it works.  If you 

havenôt yet, I urge you to read 

the Bible.  Start with the Gos-

pels.  The men who wrote and 

contributed them were this 

worlds greatest heroes.  Warrior 

poets who took up the whole armor 

of God and stood as the enemy railed 

against them with all of his hideous 

might.  They stood.  To the end.  Will 

you?  Become more than youôve ever 

dreamed you could be.  Read the Bible.  

Veritas is the Latin word for truth.  Markôs contribution will become a 

regular feature in our monthly newsletter. 

By Mark Guetersloh 

The Bible.  Gods word.  All of it is truth.  Much of it is 

plain and simple, with no hidden meaning at all.  Heaven 

is not reserved exclusively for the intellectual.  Gods 

character, His message is clear.  Redemption, creation, 

His law....all of this, although a mystery for sure,  is hid-

den in plain sight.  Deny this at your peril, and many in 

this world have.  Look around you.  The results are obvi-

ous.  The world languishes for lack of knowledge.  But 

some truth....some of it is beyond simple reasoning isnôt 

it.  Such is wholly intentional.  Much of scripture is a 

shadow, wrapped in a riddle, shrouded in mystery. 

To those without the Spirit it is ridiculous childhood fan-

tasy.  That is precisely how Satan would have the world 

believe.  Yes Satan, that foul demon and prince of evil.  

That father of lies and chief of murderers.  The devil is 

real.  If you do not believe that, just try opposing him for 

a while.  But that foul cherub is himself already defeated, 

and the knowledge permeates his being, tormenting him, 

and spurring him to a furious anger that will eventu-

ally be his final undoing.  On that day, those who 

refuse the light of Jesus Christ will share his 

awful fate. But for a chosen few, a few se-

lected by God before time and who 

themselves chose God before they 

were formed in the womb...for those 

this mystery leads down the paths of 

precious contemplation and Spirit-

filled enlightenment.  The reward is 

the Truth that is God and Jesus Christ.  

And each little bit that is revealed is a 

joy beyond reckoning. 

Veritas 
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Choir Notes 

As a member of the church choir, I would 

like to encourage anyone who likes to sing to 

join the choir.  We have a great time under 

the leadership of Larry McGill.  We learn 

new songs and new arrangements for old 

songs that we use to praise God.  Hopefully 

we provide some enjoyment to the congrega-

tion and offer them yet another part of their 

total worship experience.  Come and be 

blessed. 

I would also like to express my thanks to 

Larry McGill who treated everyone who par-

ticipated in the Christmas Cantata to dinner on 

January 13th of this year.  The Little Shop Of Pas-

tries provided us with a delicious meal.  We had a 

great time of fellowship with each other.  If the 

joyful, playful attitude of those who attended is 

anything to go by, I would feel confident in say-

ing that all who attended had a great evening.  

Thanks again Larry.  Iôm sure that all of us at Fel-

lowship appreciate the time and effort you put 

forth for the choir of this church.  Thanks again.  

Pat Evans 
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Emery Brothers Skating Rink 

1700 North Court Street 

Marion 

 

Admission Price:  A 2-liter of 

soda or a snack per family 

Saturday  

March 26, 2005  

4:30 p.m. ñ  6:30 p.m.  

 

(meet at the rink at 4:15 p.m.)  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

  1 2 
7pm Childrenôs 

Choir 

3 4 5 
8:30 am Reg. VBS 
Clinic - Mt Vernon 

 
9am-4pm ñLove 

So Amazingò - SIU 

6 
Annie Armstrong 
Offering Begins 

 

6pm GAôs 
 

7pm Deaconsô 
Mtg 

7 8 9 
6pm SS Teacherôs 

Mtg 
 

7pm Childrenôs 
Choir 

 

7pm  Bus. Mtg 

10  
6:30pm CCBA 
Music Directorôs  
SummitðGiant 

City Lodge 

11 12  
8:30am CCBA  
Pastorôs Conf. 

13  
6pm GAôs 

 

7pm Birthday 
Celebration 

14  
12-6pm Blood 

Drive 

15  
6:45pm Regional 
Evangelism Cele-
brationð OôFallon 

16  
6pm VBS Mtg 

 

7 pm Childrenôs 
Choir 

 

8pm Trusteesô Mtg 

17 18 19 

20             8:15am  
Brotherhood 

 

4pm Kidsô Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

6pm Kidsô Choir 
Performance 

21  
5:30pm Cub Scout 

Use of CFLC 
 

7pm CCBA  
SS Revival -  

Anna Heights  

22  
7:15pm CCBA  

SS Revival - 
Anna Heights 

23  
6pm Church 
Council Mtg 

 

7pm Childrenôs 
Choir 

24 25  
OFFICE CLOSED 

 

6pm Good Friday  
Services @  
First Baptist 

by Pastor Steve 

26  
4:30pm Skating 

PartyðEmery 
Bros. Rink, Marion 

27  
EASTER 

 

6am Sunrise Serv. 
Breakfast follows 

 

7pm Deaconsô 
Mtg 

28 29 30  
7pm Childrenôs 

Choir 

31   

March 2005  

at Fellowship Baptist Church 
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Birthdays and  Anniversaries  

1 Ella Carlton  21 Dan Kerley 

2 Carol Stockdale  25 Brenda Penrod 

 Kevin Conroy  29 Danell Mott 

6 Mike McRoy  31 Rachel Lindsay 

7 David McGill    

11 Paula Nance   

15 Lloyd Ross  Anniversaries 

16 Megan Rotramel  13 Steve & Priscilla Lindsay 

17 Sierra Saunders  17 Wayne & Ella Carlton 

Please notify the church office in writing if your birthday or anniversary is not listed here! 

Easter Morning  

March 27, 2005  

Breakfast will be served following 

the service.  Please watch bulletin 

board for sign up sheet.  
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A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 

                                                    

__ __ __   __ __   __ __ __   __ __ __ __ __ __ __   __ __ __   __ __ __ 

11 12 26   6 23   8 24 1   15 19 23 9 16 23 10   14 13 9   13 12 9 

__ __ __   __ __ __ 

14 13 9   13 12 9 

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ ;   __ __ __   __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __  

19 21 19 4 12 19 26 19 23 1     26 6 23   15 12 21 19 1 6 3 23 21 26  

__ __ __ __   __ __ __ __ __ __ __   __ __   __ __ __ __ __   __ __ __ 

26 6 24 26   11 9 13 12 17 6 26   12 1   15 23 24 16 23   8 24 1 

 __ __ __ __   __ __ __ , 

 12 15 13 21   6 19 3   

__ __ __ __ __ __   __ __ : __  (NIV) 

19 1 24 19 24 6            

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ ,   __ __   __ __ __ 

26 9 24 21 1 17 9 23 1 1 19 13 21 1     6 23   8 24 1 

 __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

 16 9 12 1 6 23 10 

__ __ __ __ __ __   __ __   __ __ __   __ __ __ __ __ __ .  

8 13 12 21 10 1   8 23   24 9 23   6 23 24 5 23 10    

__ __ __   __ __   __ __ __ 

24 21 10   11 25   6 19 1 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 

                                                    

__ __ __   __ __ __ ,   __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __   __ __ __ __ __ 

13 2 23   26 14 14     21 22   18 23 26 22   22 6 14   5 11 15 6 22 

__ __ __ __ ,  

22 11 1 14    

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __   __ __ __   __ __ __   __ __ __ __  __ __ __ __ __  __ 

25 14 1 2 24 26 22 5 21 22 14 26   6 11 26   2 8 24   16 2 19 5  25 2 15 2 20  14 

__ __   __ __   __ __ __ __ :   __ __ __ __ __   __ __ 

23 26   11 24   22 6 11 26     8 6 11 16 14   8 14 

 __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __ __ 

 8 14 5 14   26 22 11 16 16 

 __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ , 

 4 2 8 14 5 16 14 26 26   

__ __ __ __   __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __ __ 

8 6 14 24   8 14   8 14 5 14   26 22 11 16 16 

 __ __ __   __ __ __ __ __ __ __ .   __ __ __ 

 22 6 14   23 24 15 2 25 16 13     9 23 22 

__ __ __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ 

17 6 5 11 26 22   25 11 14 25   20 2 5 

 __ __ __ __   __ __ __   __ __ . 

 25 11 14 25   20 2 5   23 26   

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ ,   __ __ __ __ __ __ 

26 11 24 24 14 5 26     17 6 5 11 26 22 

__ __ __ __ __ __   __ : __ , (NIV)   __ 

5 2 1 21 24 26               

Prophecy Fulfilled 
In the Old Testament, there were more than 300 prophecies made regarding the coming Mesiah hundreds of years before His birth. 
During His lifetime, Jesus fulfilled them all.  Below is one prophecy from the Old Testament and the fulfillment found in the New Testa-
ment. At the top of each puzzle there is a KEY that lists all the letters from A thru Z with a box below.  Each of the letters has a corre-
sponding number. The bottom part contains a secret phrase.  Each of the blanks has a number underneath it.  Fill in the letters that 

correspond to the numbers below the blanks to solve the phrase.  Hint:  These relate to the Easter Story! 
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Faith Reborn (continued)  

than a mere human. You could be looking through the 

window that shows you Jesus giving His all for you on 

the cross, while inviting you to give your all for Jesus. Or 

possibly itôs the window that presents extra-biblical argu-

ments to help you see there are good reasons to believe 

the Easter story as stark, 

inescapable fact. 

The viewpoint from 

each of these windows 

can be breathtaking, 

stunning and life-

changing. But if you feel 

youôve seen these vistas 

so many times before 

that youôre in danger of 

taking them for granted 

this year, then allow 

yourself to see the 

Easter story from a new 

point of view. (See the 

sidebars for additional 

windows to explore on 

your own.) While there are countless new revelations to 

be made about the Easter story, there are three dimensions 

that never cease to amaze me, grip me and render me 

speechless in awe and wonder. 

 

The Vivid Historical Reality 

The events of the crucifixion are brutal, stark, bloody and 

horrific. They arenôt the stuff of lofty visions or mystical 

experiences; they are the stuff of human experience in this 

very real world of betrayal, rejection, suffering, torture, 

pain, tears and death. The events of the resurrection are 

no less real, stark or unforgettable; the finest details of the 

Easter story demand to be taken not as wishful thinking or 

hallucinogenic fantasy, but as events of history ð more 

significant, to be sure, but certainly not less real than the 

facts you read about in a newspaper. 

Perhaps you heard about the discovery of an ancient ossu-

ary from Palestine. An ossuary is a container for bones. In 

some ancient Middle Eastern cultures, bodies were left to 

decompose for a year or so in a tomb, and then the bones 

were retrieved and placed in a stone ossuary. Itôs not un-

usual to find ossuaries, since stone doesnôt decay, but this 

one had an inscription which makes it special: ñJames, 

son of Joseph, brother of Jesus.ò The relic dates from the 

time of Jesus. Scholars say that although the names 

James, Joseph and Jesus were somewhat common (James 

being the least-common name), what makes the inscrip-

(Continued from page 1) 

Finest details 
of  the Easter 

Story  demand 
to be taken not 

as wishful 
thinking...  

tion unique is the order of these names and the mention-

ing of a brother on a ossuary. The combination of the 

three names makes it highly likely that this is referring to 

the people we find in the Bible. Scholars also say that 

while it was common to identify the deceased as ñthe son 

of ...ò it was almost unheard of to identify the deceased as 

ñthe brother ofò someone. The only reason to do so would 

be if the brother were extraordinarily important. 

Discoveries like this one help remind us that our faith is 

rooted in real events that really happened and that have a 

profound meaning for our lives today. 

The Personal Drama 

The historical reality of the Easter story doesnôt make it 

merely ñobjectively true.ò The Easter story is also amaz-

ingly personal. As you read the story, you meet a servant 

girl by the fire who asks questions that make Peter un-

comfortable. You meet a centurion who canôt fit Jesus 

into any known category as he observes the crucifixion. 

You meet a guilty, crucified thief who repents and 

reaches out to Jesus in confidence, and another in the 

same situation who mocks, resists and rejects Jesus to the 

end. You meet a Jewish leader named Joseph of 

Arimethea taking a risk to show reverence for Jesus as he 

is able. You meet a corrupt Jewish ruler and a confused 

high priest. On Easter morning, you meet a group of 

women, each filled with her own disappointment and 

grief and affection, and you see Peter and John react to 

the empty tomb in their characteristic ways. 

And the stories arenôt limited to the pages of the Bible. 

The stories have been unfolding for 2000 years: from 

Mother Teresa holding a dying old man in Calcutta to 

C.S. Lewis writing majestic fiction in his Oxford cottage; 

from teenagers on a short-term mission building homes 

(Continued on page 12) 



Has someone made a difference in 

your life during the past month?  We 

are starting a new feature in Glad Tid-

ings to honor those who go the extra 

mile to  make a difference in the lives 

of our church family.  If you would like to submit a spe-

cial thanks to someone, please have it to the church office 

no later than the 20th of the month. 

 

Pat Evans ~ I want to thank you for all the work you 

have been doing in the office to help me.  Those little 

things that seem to take up so much time can weigh down 

my work load.  Thank you for taking care of them for me.  

Words can never say how much I appreciate all you have 

done! ~ Joanne  
 

f  A big thank you goes out from Pat,  John, and Lisa 

Evans to Wardell McNichols, Jim Haney, and Sarah Ro-

tramel.  Thank you all for coming to our aid on such 

short notice and on such a busy Saturday.  We really ap-

preciated your help in getting John and Lisa moved into 

their new home.  

£Some of my teachers warned us in the past to be very 

careful in complementing a member of the congregation 

for doing a good job in a particular area.  The reasoning 

behind such advice sounds good.  If you begin to name 

people for doing good deeds and forget to name some-

one, you have hurt feelings and, unfortunately, it can lead 

to big trouble.  I remember my first church when I was 23 

years old.  I asked for prayer for a womanôs mother.   

After church I was cornered by another lady who literally 

yelled at me for not mentioning her mom too.  Besides the 

fact that I didnôt know her mother was sick, she never 

requested me to do so like the other woman had.  It didnôt 

matter and it sadly became a huge issue.  Now, after 

years of struggle to figure out how and when to say the 

right things, I still make huge mistakes!  Yet, the Bible 

says, ñA word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in set-

tings of silver.ò  Proverbs 25:11.  

Because I know I am not pur-

posely leaving someone out when 

I praise the Lord for some good 

deed I think makes a difference, I 

would like to say how pleased I 

am wityh our bathroom floors!  

Those who have served on the 

personnel committee know how 

much stock I place on a clean, 

good smelling restroom!  Jim and 

Faith, the floors look great!  But I 

still would not eat off them!  Good 

Job! ~ Brother Steve 

You Made a Difference! 

March 25, 2005 
6:00 p.m. 

First Baptist Church, Vienna 
 

Bringing the message will be our own  

Pastor Steven Lindsay 
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Faithful Volunteers  

I would like to thank the volunteers who helped out last year at the 

Faith Alive Thrift Store. 

We have a ñcoupleò who shows you that age doesnôt matter.  They 

are faithful workers.  On the signup sheet, there is a lady that signs 

up as two or three people.   Her work always shows this too!  She 

has come through for me many a times.  There are others who may 

not make it all the time, but they are greatly appreciated too! 

I would also like to thank our youth 

and Dale Smith for helping out 

several times. 

Thank you all and God bless you! 

Brenda Penrod 
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and read is in the quiet of a hospital room.  You see, dur-

ing recent months I had been having a ñprayer stalemate.ò  

Sure, I would pray before meals, or when I hurt, or when I 

saw a great injustice ï but I never constantly had a con-

versation with my Lord.  He wants to always talk with us!  

ñBe joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all 

circumstances, for this is Godôs will for you in Christ Je-

susò 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.  Possibly I was arrogant 

that I would be OK.  I took it for granted as a child of 

God that He would work everything out.  Well, the sur-

gery went fine, recovery is going great and truthfully, I 

feel better now than I have in months ï but there is still 

one more chapter in this book.  You see, the surgeon re-

moved a small tumor that contained cancer ï however, he 

believes the cancer was totally contained within the tu-

mor; and the good news is there is no cancer in my lymph 

nodes!  In a few weeks I will need to see an oncologist to 

determine if chemotherapy and radiation is necessary.  

But donôt worry ï Jesus is already there waiting for me, 

and waiting for you! 

Please stop right now.  Yes stop and Thank Him for me.  

The trouble-free surgery, minimal pain, quick hospital 

stay, and washing of peace are all answered prayers and 

miracles.  Also please continue to pray ï not only for me 

but for Marcia and Emma.  It hurts me so to have them 

cry and be sad over my sickness.  Also pray I wonôt drive 

her crazy taking care of me over the next few weeks.  

ñLet us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that 

we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of 

need.ò Hebrews 4:16 

Again, thank you for the 

prayers, cards, flowers, 

phone calls, food, visits, 

and your love.  I donôt 

think we could of survived 

this without you.  And 

Emma is thanking God for 

ñmaking daddyôs tummy 

better.ò  It just doesnôt get 

any better than that! 

With His Love,  

John Wells 

 

ñThe Lord is Good, a 

stronghold in the day of 

trouble; and He knoweth 

them that trust in Him.ò  

Nahum 1:7.  

 

 

Dear Family, 

Thank you all for your sweet prayers. ñAnd whatever 

things you ask in prayer, you will receiveò Matthew 

21:22.  ñThe prayer of a righteous man is powerful and 

effectiveò James 5:16b.  Of course, our link to God must 

not be dirty or corrupted or we are just talking into the 

wind ï but when we confess our sins thru Jesus, God 

hears and acts!  Hallelujah!  ñBehold, how good and how 

pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unityò 

Psalm 133:1.  It is wonderful to know there were so 

many effective prayers on my account ï Let me tell you 

why I know they worked:   

In 1991 I was diagnosed with Ulcerative Colitis, a dis-

ease of the large intestine with no known cause or non-

surgical cure.  God used this disease to get my attention.  

He knew me (and loved me) before I knew Him ï or 

knew of Him.  This disease eventually caused me to quit 

my job and move here from Northern Illinois.  In 1995 I 

met Marcia and soon after was introduced to Jesus 

Christ.  I accepted his boundless love and salvation that 

fall.  Thank You Lord! 

So over the past few months, my symptoms had pro-

gressed enough that I had to see a surgeon.  He recom-

mended removing my colon ï this would be the cure for 

the disease.  Marcia and I, being the good scientists we 

are, did lots of research and heard from others that had 

similar operations.  Most stayed in the hospital over a 

week.  Some couldnôt sit down for several weeks.  A few 

developed serious infections or other complications.  

Well, I had the surgery on Tuesday and was home on 

Saturday night. Except for some back pain on Tuesday 

night, I did not have any problems.  Sometime early 

Wednesday morning after the anesthesia wore down, 

Marcia and I just felt His Peace wash over us.  Oh what 

tranquility!  Marcia sat by my side and we talked and 

cried and Thanked God. (and made vacation plans)!  

Miracles of God!  Oh Lord, Thank You!  At least six 

miracles took place ï a talented and caring surgeon, suc-

cessful surgery, no drain lines, minimal pain, a quick 

hospital stay, and most importantly ï the peace of God 

that washed over me and Marcia that night. My incision 

still needs to heal up, but I know Jesus is already there 

waiting for me ï then Iôm taking Emma to the park and 

we are going to Run Run Run! 

And I learned a few things in the last week (Godôs still 

working on me). First, I hope none of you reading this 

will have to learn that the best place to meditate, pray, 

He Cares for Me:  A Word from My Heart  


