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If You Stay Close to Me,
You Wonot Get

= courage her and get her to wait until later.

By Russ Lawson

Last night, our little dog decided it was
time to go outside. | tried my best to dis-

Unfortunately, she needed to go out im-

mediately. Even more unfortunately, it >
was raining. It was not just a light

shower, but it was really coming down.

| put on all of my bad weather gear to try

A
and stay dry. | put the dog's coat on her A.%
and out we went. | was carrying an um- :
brella and tried to keep her on a short -— bos o

leash to keep some of the rain off of her. |
told her, "If you walk close to me, you
won't get wet!"

When we got back in the house, | took a
small towel and dried her off pretty well.
As | have come to expect, she didn't stay However, she was still damp and cold.
close. She kept running off smelling new She wanted me to hold her and warm her
and interesting things, getting wetter and up. | jokingly told her, "You dumb dog!
wetter. It's your own fault, and now you want me

Why didn't she stay near me? Why did to make it better.

she insist in going her own way even This little story pretty much illustrates our
though she knew she was getting wet?  relationship with God, doesn't it? He says,
"If you will just walk close to me, things
will be alright." We generally understand
what he says, but we often choose not to
do what he asks of us. Then when things
0 wrong in our lives, we come running
ack to him for comfort. Seems like this
is a problem common to human people in
révery age. Jesus said of the people of Je-

Well, | guess there are several answers.
First, she is just a dog and she doesn't
understand everything | tell her. She
doesn't recognize that what | say is said
for her own good. Second, she has a min
of her own. | can try to control her, but
unless she wants to do what | say, she ca
be pretty obstinate about getting her own

rusalem:
way.
(Continued on pagg)
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Just Tell Them!

For some reason, church folks just
donodt tell others about
Let me suggest three possible

reasons. First, they themselves W
are not saved so they have noth-

ing to share. Second, they are not

sure of themselves. Third, they havepm

not surrendered themselves. p
N . . the fields, its not obligation that compels us.

Il Corinthians 5.9;1 gives us some good reasons why we No, good Christian men and women, it is the

should share Christ. The text speaks about the JudgmentVery love of God that thrusts us out into the fields

seat of Christ. The judgment seat of Christ does not mean '

Christ will judge Christians for our sin, rather the verse  Romans 5:5,8 tells us

Look down at verses 145 in Il
f i SCbrinthians 5. Constrain means to
thrust forward. Jesus said in Mat-

thew 9:38 that the fields are ready to
be harvested and that we need to PRAY

that God would send people out into them.

Notice what God says here. It is not fear

that constrains us or thrusts us forward into

Jesu

speaks about godds | udg me mhatGedfhas@iven ugs sou

you, saved you, called you, gifted you, empowered you, His love. Truly saved| Then Jesus came to them
and placed you. Yeplaced youn Fellowship Baptist people have somethifg and sai d, AAL I
Church to proclaim salvation through Christ Jesus to all to share. Revelation heaven and on earth has

the people of this area be#welsesthatthe s| peengiventome. Therefore

charge God had go and make disciples of all
against theshe ch#reh nations, baptizing them in
goers was that they | 1he name of the Father and
had left their first love of the Son and of the Hol
Have we forgotten . g hina th y
Godos gr ealt Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything | have

stration of the love He commanded vou. And surel
A theme of many parables of Jesus concerning His returrPoured out on Cal- o ’

and our service in His Kingdom until He comesds vary? Some are not | !am with you always, to the

countability. (Look at Matthew 25:19 and Luke 13§  sure because they hayeV € 'Y €N d of the
wasted time and tears

running the thread mi' Matthew 28:1820
of confusion, doubt

Matthew 24:3639 states we do not know the day or the
hour of His return. The days we are living in are truly like
the days of Noah. How long did you pray this week ver-
sus the amount of time you spent eating and planning yo
meals? How many huge earthquakes have taken place
recently? The time is close.

Look down in verses 17 and 21 of Il Corinthians 5. God
converted us. We must confront sin in the lives of peo-
ple. The warrrup-to-me, fuzzy, feebood evangelistic
methods that make people comfortable with their sin in-
stead oftonverted frontheir sin has to be replaced. |
realize that some of the weaker brethren would say that
the gospel message must be only lived out instead of pro-
claimed out. However, may | simply say this, verse 21,

on that statement alone, what kind of witness should you
be: a silent one or one who speaks out? We must preach

Thanks to Tahn Crocker o0 the biblical doctrine of repentance. One will never repent
| DON'T SEE MYSELF AS "UNSAVED" BUT of the things they do not know are wrong. The great
RF\THER F\S "E'l'ERNITﬂlI.‘l’ (HﬂllENGEU" (Continued on pag8)
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Stay Close

(Continued from pagg)
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the
prophets and stones God's messengers! How
often | have wanted to gather your children to-
gether as a hen protects her chicks beneath her
wings, but you wouldn't let m@Matthew 23:37)

Thankfully, God doesn't tell
us how dumb we are! In-
stead, he welcomes us back
with open arms! God loves
us so much that he sent his
son to die for us. That's how
badly he wants us to be
close to him.

| am working on

my relationship
with God.

The next time you are
tempted to wander away
from God or go your own way, please remember this.
Even though the Father has the power to control us, he
won't. He won't make you love him. He won't make you
obey him. He won't make you stay close to him. Why?
Because he loves us and wants us to love him back.

PSALM

SHOUT FOR JOYTO THE LORD
ALLTHE EARTH.
WORSHIP THE LORD WITH GLADNESS;
(OME BEFORE HIM WITH

JOYFUL SONGS.

100:1-2

However, he gives us the freedom to choose him or reject
him. If we stay close to him, he doesn't want it to be be-
cause we are forced to do so. He wants us to be close to
him because we love him and WANT to stay close to
Him!

Well, the dog and | are working on our relationship. On a
much deeper level, | am working on my relationship with
God. How about you?

When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just
the right time and died for us sinners. Now, no
one is likely to die for a good person, though
someone might be willing to die for a person who
is especially good. But God showed his great love
for us by sending Christ to die for us while we
were still sinners. And since we have been made
right in God's sight by the blood of Christ, he will
certainly save us from God's judgment. For since
we were restored to friendship with God by the
death of his Son while we were still his enemies,
we will certainly be delivered from eternal pun-
ishment by his life. So now we can rejoice in our
wonderful new relationship with Gat all be-

cause of what our Lord Jesus Christ has done for
us in making us friends of GogRomans 5:6L0)

Both Lives

By Dr. Paul Faulkner

Most people value religion because we think life beyond
this Earth is vital and important. But Christian faith also
brings meaning and purpose here on this Earth as well.

It gives a framework for priorities and puts stress in its
proper place. It gives us comfort in illness and crisis. It
supports a healthy lifestyle and the avoidance of things
that hurt our bodies. Churchgoers have neamkyhalf

the risk of heart attack. And it helps us develop suppor-
tive, loving relationships. It gives us reasons for serving
and ministering to others, and makes us a part of some-
thing that's bigger and larger than ourselves.

I n ot her words, Chri sti

it blesseghis life, too.
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1.00 p.m.

COSTii $1.50 per game per person

Pack your bowling bag and head to Bobds Bo
tenpins. We will play two games. Shoes will be free. Prizes will be awarded.

After the party, everyone is invited to one of the local restaurants for food
and fellowship. You will be responsible for the cost of your meal. Plans are
still in the works, so which restaurant we head to will be announced later.

Sign up sheet is on the bulletin board.
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April 2005

at Fellowship Baptist Church

SPRING FORWARD
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2
11:30anBeth 7pmCCBA Spring
Moore Stug Concerat
Dongola First
3SPRING AHEAL 4 5 6 7 8 9
5:45pmist Plac( 5:15 prmAerobic{ 6amPolls Ope 5:15pmAerobic 11:30anBeth  8:45anGA Fun
7pmG A 6:30pmCCBA  7pmKi d 6 s Moore Stuq  Day, CCBA Bldg
: i i1 VBS Clinic, Any
70m Servic| Election Setp in N 7pmQuarterl
P CLFQ Vanleavesat5i  Business Mt
8pmDe ac
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
5:45pmist Plac( 5:15pmAerobic 5:15pmAerobic 11:30anBeth
6pmMSS Mtg Moore Stug
7pmG A 7pmKi d 6 ¢
7pmB.U.B. Stud
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
8:15pnBrtherh( 5:15pmAerobic{  5:45pmAdult B 5:15pmAerobic{  5:45pmAdult ¢ 11:30anBeth 1pmBowling
10anVisitatio Dinner & Visitat 6pmVBS My Dinner & Visitat Moore Stug Party
Trainin¢  5:45pmAdult 4 7pmK i d 6 Bowlin Metropolis
5:45pnist Plac({ Dinner & Visitat 7pmB.U.B. Stuc
7pmG A
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
5:45pmist Plac{ 5:15pmAerobic 5:15pmAerobic 11:30aniBeth 10amRSVHR
6pmCouncil Mf Moore Stug LuncheahAll
7pmGA|  6:30pnMe n 7pmK i d 6 § day use of CFLC
Rally in Marién 7pmB.U.B. Stug RSVP Lunch 9

Van leaves at 5§

-up in CFL

* B.U.B Study = Bringing Up Boys
. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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: T led, ®n : :
Birthdays and 1 Wil 1 Anniversaries
1Tim Goins 15Clayton Penrod
4 Dorothy Kelley
7 Macy Nance Anniversaries
11Dorothy Oliver 26 Wendell & Joanne Cantrell

This listing of birthdays and anniversaries comes from the recet @& the list.
If your birthday is not included, please fill out a Family Update Form found in the vestibule.

GA Fun Day:

April 9, 2005
9:00 a.m. i 1:00 p.m.
CCBA Building

Please dress appropriately for out-
door games. Lunch will be pro-
vided. See Annette Conroy for

more information.
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April 3, 2005
Sunday Evening Services

7:00 p.m.

Articles, Recipes and more...

The Fellowship Baptist Church monthly newsleitéslad Did the Youth have fun? Please
Tidingso is seeking people who would like to submit arti- let the church know by submit-
cles,recipes poems or something else of interest to the  ting a little something to the
church. This newsletter belongs to the church and our  newsletter!

church family is always welcome provide information to b
included. (Plus, it gets hard to come up with everything myself!)

€Al submissions should be to
the church office no later than
Articles written about church functions are especially 11:00 a.m. on the 20th of each
nice...is your Sunday School class doing something speciainth prior to the issue release.

e e S

Ramblin O
Road Trip

Associational VBS Clinic

Tuesday, April 5th
6:30 p.m.

CCBA Building ~ Van will leave at 5:30 p.m. Teaching Materials will be available.
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