
May 8th is a special day.  Anytime we 

honor our mothers is special.  Mothers 

tend to be taken for granted except on the 

second Sunday in May.  And that is not 

very appropriate considering the contri-

butions they make to our lives.  

It is said that by the time a youngster 

reaches age 18, the mother has had to 

handle some 18,000 hours of child-

generated housework -- work that would 

not have been necessary had there been 

no child.  

Being a mother is a difficult job.  

Ralph Waldo Emerson said, "Men are 

what their mothers make them."  And an 

old Spanish proverb has it that, "An 

ounce of mother is worth a pound of 

priest."   But, there are some Scripture 

passages of mothers that we should ac-

knowledge.  

There is Jochobed, who loved her son, 

Moses, so much that she broke the law to 

keep him safe and to teach him the faith 

of his people. 

There is the mother who appeared before 

King Solomon who loved her child so 

much that she was willing to give him up 

forever rather than see any harm come to 

him.  

There was the mother of James and John 

who loved her boys so much that she 

wanted them to sit by the Lord's side, one 

on the right and one on the left, in the 

heavenly kingdom. 

2 Timothy 1:1-7 is from Paul as he ad-

dressed Timothy. "I am reminded of your 

sincere faith, a faith that lived first in 

your grandmother Lois and your mother 

Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you."  

We do not know a great deal about those 

women, but they were really special.  

They had Jesus as their Savior, and their 

faith was so important to them that they 

wanted Timothy to know Jesus. Timothy 

was well aware of the faith of his mother 

and grandmother. He could see and hear 

everything that happened in their home. 

Aren't you amazed at all our children pick 

up.  They see commercials on the Satur-

day morning cartoons, and when they go 

shopping with you they have their list of 

all the items they want. They also repeat 

words or phrases they hear around the 

house which can be embarrassing at 

times. They remember things that parents 

quickly forget. They might be naive, but it 

is difficult to get ahead of them.  

And just as they are not fooled by any-

thing else, they will not be fooled about 

religion either.  That should say some-

thing to mothers and fathers. It says that if 

you really want to share the Gospel with 

your children you had better take your 

own faith seriously. Paying lip-service to 

Christ and the church will never give the 

proper message. Unless you want to let 

them think that faith is not very impor-

(Continued on page 3) 
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When our revival happens in Au-

gust, there is no doubt that Brady 

Weldon will reap a few souls for 

God.  He is good at drawing the net 

closed.  However, if there is to be a great 

harvest, there must be the hard work of 

sowing first.  If this is done both the reaper 

and those of us who sower will be glad to-

gether and God will receive the glory. 

My father plants around 15-20 acres of vegetables each 

year.  He starts this process in his green house as early as 

January.  This past week, when the temperature got down 

to around freezing, he was concerned.  You see, he has 

already planted over 900 tomato plants along with many 

other vegetables.  It will be at least two more months be-

fore any harvest takes place.  The soil had to be tilled.  

The long rows of plastic laid down and covered.  The 

plants started by dropping one seed at a time into small 

pots.  The dirt placed in those pots.  The care of water and 

temperature control in the cold months.  On and on goes 

the hard work to produce a crop. 

If we are going to have a crop to harvest for God and His 

glory, we must determine to serve Him.  At the Menôs 

Rally on April 25th, the main speaker told of a man who 

lost his baby girl to SIDS.  As he stood with the child in 

his arms, he asked the minister if this was what he gets 

for serving the Lord faithfully.  He was the head of the 

long-range planning committee and was to give the report 

of a hard yearôs work the very next day.  The minister 

wisely reminded him that he had done his work for the 

Lordôs glory and not in order to gain favor with God and 

earn and easy life.  It does not work that way.   

As we look to revival in August, please realize that there 

must be hard work before there is a large harvest.  Will 

you find yourself sharing in the joy when harvest time 

comes? 

In John 4:38, Jesus says an interest-

ing thing about bringing people 

into relationship with Him for 

eternal life.  ñI sent you to reap 

what you have not worked for.  

Others have done the hard 

work,éò   

The simple fact is that sometimes we 

see many people come to know Christ as Lord without our 

having done the preparatory work.  People are saved and 

join the church and the numbers grow.  We all rejoice and 

say how great it is.  . Notice Jesus says the same thing 

happened with the disciples, someone else has done the 

hard work.  When I first became pastor here, we had a 

huge harvest.  However, the seasons changed and another 

season came upon us: the season of hard work. 

Sowing is the hard work.  Verse 36 says, ñEven now the 

reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop 

for eternal life,...ò The focus is on the harvest and the 

reaper drawing his wage.  The verse also tells us when he 

did his job, the sower, as well as the reaper, was glad, ñso 

that the sower and reaper may be glad together.ò  I won-

der how many sowers fail to sow because we parade the 

reaper around and say look at what he or she has done 

without recognizing the preparatory work done by the 

sowers.. 

Bringing in the Harvest  
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tant, your own life had better reflect a seriousness of pur-

pose and commitment.  

Your attendance at Sunday School and worship, and your 

participation in the life and mission of the church, and 

the effort you put forth in the deepening of your relation-

ship with the Lord, will determine what lessons about the 

Lord and the church that your children will learn.  

One thing is certain; mothers can never fool their chil-

dren with a message of "Do as I say, not as I do." Chil-

dren are too smart for that.  

If you tell them that Sunday School is important, 

but you do not participate, you know the message 

your children will receive. 

If you tell them that regular attendance at worship is 

important, but you find other things to do on Sun-

days, your children will see what you do as more 

important. 

If you tell them that a personal relationship with the Lord 

is important, but they never see you reading the Bible or 

hear you pray, your children will not believe that such a 

relationship is important. 

Apparently Lois and Eunice lived their faith in front of 

Timothy.  They left him an incomparable legacy. Timo-

thy listened and learned. We know that because of what 

Paul said to him about being careful of false teaching.  

Paul said,  "Continue in what you have learned and 

firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it, and 

how from childhood you have known the sacred writings 

that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in 

Christ Jesus." 

Timothy had seen God's power in their lives. He saw that 

his mother and grandmother were totally committed to 

Jesus Christ. 

Timothy learned about love in his home. At an early age, 

Timothy accepted Jesus as his Saviour because of the 

influence and love of his mother and grandmother. He 

(Continued from page 1) 

Mothers 
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knew the joy of living in a Christian home. 

Timothy learned about self-control and discipline in his 

home.  Lois and Eunice had to be disciplined to live their 

Christian life in their pagan world.  

It would have been easy for them to slip back into 

the kind of non-religion they had before. 

It would have been easy to keep quiet about their 

faith at that time in Asia Minor where being a Chris-

tian was not very popular. 

It would have been easy not to have a time for per-

sonal study. 

And it would have been easy not to take the time to teach 

this young boy about the things of the Lord. 

But Lois and Eunice had disci-

plined themselves into maintain-

ing a home where Jesus Christ 

was first, and that discipline was 

noticed by a young Timothy. 

They gave Timothy the right start. 

Every Christian mother should 

strive constantly to give their chil-

dren the right start. 

After they are grown, they make 

their own decisions.  It would be 

wonderful to say that all children 

who have grown up in Christian 

homes will turn out to be a Timothy, but sad to say that is 

not true.  

Mothers, you still have a certain responsibility for them 

after they are grown. You must still pray for them, and let 

them know that you are continuing to pray for them. The 

influence a mother has on her children concerning the 

things of the Lord can make all the difference as to what 

those children will become.  

Someone has said, "Mothers write on the hearts of their 

children what the rough hand of the world cannot erase." 

A Christian mother's most vital task is passing her faith on 

to her children, not only by what she says, but by what she 

is.  

Mothers pray that you will be the kind of woman who 

lives her life for Christ so your children will rise up and 

call you blessed. 

Happy Mothers Day.  

From a sermon by Dr. Harold L. White 

 

"A woman who 

fears the Lord is to 

be praised."  

Proverbs 31:28a, 30b  
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National Day of Prayer 

As American troops stormed the beaches of Normandy, 

President Franklin Roosevelt called for our nation to 

unite in prayer. He also offered a prayer to prepare each 

citizen for the road ahead. ñLet our hearts be stout, to 

wait out the long travail, to bear sorrows that may come, 

to impart our courage unto our sons wheresoever they 

may be. And, O Lord, give us faith. Give us faith in 

Thee.ò The victory that followed on June 6, 1944ðalso 

known as D-Dayðbegan the march to Berlin. Eighteen 

months later, WWII was over and one of the worldôs 

greatest evils had been defeated. The prayers of a nation 

had been a powerful force. 

Prayer has always been used in this country for guid-

ance, protection and strengthðeven before we were a 

nation or a handful of colonies. The Pilgrims at Ply-

mouth relied on prayer during their first and darkest 

winter. Our founding fathers also called for prayer dur-

ing the Constitutional Congress. In their eyes, our re-

cently created nation and freedoms were a direct gift 

from God. And being a gift from God, there was only 

one way to insure protectionðthrough prayer. 

President Abraham Lincoln knew this well. It was his 

belief that, ñit is the duty of nations as well as men, to 

owe their dependence upon the overruling power of 

God.ò When it came to the fate of the nation, he prac-

ticed what he preached. Before the battle of Gettysburg, 

he turned to God in prayer. ñI went to my room one day 

and I locked the door and got down on my knees before 

Almighty God and prayed to him mightily for victory at 

Gettysburg.ò Won by the Union, Gettysburg was one of 

the turning points in the war that ended slavery and kept 

the states united. Today the need for prayer is as great as 

ever. Our nation again faces battlefields, along with an 

epidemic of broken homes, violence, sexual immorality 

and social strife. As the heroes of our nation did in the 

past, we must again bow our heads in prayer. We must ask 

the Lord to bless our leaders with wisdom and protection, 

and that we will have the fortitude to overcome the chal-

lenges at hand. If Roosevelt, the Pilgrims and Lincoln 

never underestimated the power of prayer, neither should 

we. 

It is our goal that you, your family and friends would par-

ticipate in the National Day of Prayer. We pray that the 

event impacts your life, and that praying for our nation 

moves from a one-day event to a lifetime endeavor. So 

join us on the first Thursday in May and pray with convic-

tion that God would continue to shed His grace on thee. 

This article was taken directly from the National Day of 

Prayer Website.  For further information, please visit the 

website at www.nationaldayofprayer.org . 

A Striking Good Time 

On Saturday, April 23rd, twenty-seven fun seekers met 

at Bobôs Bowl in Metropolis for an afternoon of fun and 

fellowship and of course, bowling!  

Many of them walked way that afternoon with a five 

dollar gift certificate to  Dairy Queen.  Yum!  The win-

ners were: Larry McGill (Adult-Men) Sandra McGill  

(Adult-Women), Jared Rotramel (Youth-Boy), 

Ruthie Rotramel (Youth-Girl), Asa Nance 

(Older Children-Boy), Libby Rotramel (Older 

Children-Girl) and Alexa Harper and Emily 

Rotramel (Younger Children).  Congratula-

tions to all those who won! 

Following the Bowling Party, several of the 

bowlers went to Montegoôs for pizza.  
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Dead Sea Scrolls to the Bible in America Exhibit 

One of the finest collections ever assembled of ancient 

Biblical Manuscripts and early Biblesðbringing 5,000 

years of History to life-- Dozens of fragments of the 

Dead Sea Scrolls and other religious treasures ranging 

from 5,000 year old pictographic clay tablets from the 

time of Noah (3000 B.C.), early Biblical manuscripts in 

Hebrew, Coptic, Greek and Latin, a 1455 A.D. Guten-

berg Bible page, a 1536 Martin Luther German Bible, as 

well as every major Bible printed in English from a 

1549 Tyndale Bible to the 1611 First Edition of The King 

James Bible. This amazing collection of artifacts, manu-

scripts, and books comes together to tell a unique story 

seldom toldðthe complete history of the Bible, especially 

the Bible in English. 

For more information, visit the exhibitôs website at  

www.deadseascrollstoamerica.com 

May 13th  
9:30 a.m. 

Fellowship Baptist Church will be 
taking  a group to Paducah on May 

13th .  After viewing the exhibits, 
the group will have lunch in a local 

eatery.  Cost involved includes 
$8.00 per ticket (children under 7 
are free) and your lunch.  Please 

sign up on the bulletin board if you 
would like to come along  and see 

this fabulous exhibit. 
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Pup Tents 
Tires 

Old Maps 
Old Postcards 

Photos taken of scenery 
during a road trip 
Refrigerator Boxes 

Wading Pools 
American Flags 

Old License Plates 
Sleeping Bags 
Baseball Plates        
(Home Plate) 

Our Travel Agents (a.k.a. VBS teachers) are looking for the following items.   
If you have any of the following, please see Joanne Cantrell.  All items can be 

returned after VBS if you let us know before hand. 

Bushel Baskets 
Small Fans 

Large Coffee Cans 
Landscape Fabric 

CD of Outdoor Sounds 
(with Owl) 
Strobe Light 

Cubs or White Sox     
Paraphernalia 

Wooden Fencing 
Large Flat Cardboard 

Flashlights 
Memorabilia and souvenirs 

from Washington DC,   
Chicago Kansas, Yellow-
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