
By Dave Dravecky  

 

Have you noticed how many of today's 

baseball players have fathers who also 

played in the big leagues? What makes 

me feel old is that I played against most 

of their fathers! 

Take Ken Griffey Jr., the only son ever to 

play with his father, Ken Griffey Sr., in a 

major league game. The Griffeys were 

inserted into the Seattle Mariner lineup 

on August 31, 1990, thus becoming the 

first father-and-son teammate combina-

tion in major league history. What a mind

-boggling accomplishment! 

Close to thirty major leaguers these days 

have fathers who played in the bigs ð an 

amazing statistic. With thirty teams car-

rying twenty-five players each, that cre-

ates a pool of 750 major league players. 

This means 4 percent of the planet's best 

baseball players had fathers who played 

major league baseball. I find this to be 

astronomically high when you consider 

that the odds of someone putting on a 

major league uniform and actually getting 

into a game situation has been estimated 

to be .00004 percent, or 1 in 25,000. Yet 

one in every twenty-five players has a 

father who played. (I know. I'm starting 

to sound like a Bill James Baseball Ab-

stract.) 

Let's take a look at some of the more well

-known father-son combinations. 

Like Father, Like Son  
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Z  Ken Griffey Jr. and his father, Ken 

Griffey 

Z  Roberto and Sandy Alomar Jr. and 

their father, Sandy Alomar 

Z  Barry Bonds and his father, Bobby 

Bonds 

Z  Moises Alou and his father, Felipe 

Alou (Moises was once managed by 

his dad at Montreal.) 

Z  Eduardo Perez and his father, Tony 

Perez 

Z  Todd Stottlemyre and his father, Mel 

Stottlemyre (presently a Yankee 

pitching coach) 

Z  Todd hundley and his father, Randy 

Hundley 

Z  Bret and Aaron Boone and their fa-

ther, Bob Boone 

The Boones are actually the first three-

generation family to play in the big 

leagues. Ray Boone, an American League 

catcher in the late 1940s and '50s who 

fathered Bob Boone, is the grandfather of 

Bret and Aaron Boone. 

To what can we attribute so many father-

son combinations? Answer: a gene pool 

populated by .300 hitters and winning 

pitchers. These sons are in the game be-

cause their bodies were blessed with a 

piece of their father's talent. Think about 

(Continued on page 3) 



stepping into an area that may cause the one you want to 

help more grief. 

I have heard of well meaning family mem-

bers forcing a person to visit the grave site. 

Some feel comforted in visiting the cemetery 

where they buried their loved ones. Others ex-

perience more grief in visiting a grave site. If you 

are grieving the loss of a loved one, don't be sur-

prised that there are seeming contradictions in the 

way you handle your grief, or that the way you handle 

your grief seems to change over time. Remember that 

God deals with each of us differently and no single way 

of expressing grief is better than another. I think that 

there is no one that can tell you how you are supposed to 

handle the loss of a loved one. Only God's Word can help 

take the bite out of the pain and even then, we often will 

not allow it to do its work in our lives. That is ok. God 

understands and He is big enough to take it on the chin. 

Remember He healed us by His stripes. Yes, some of 

those stripes were for you and the way you feel about 

Him during this process. 

From what I have seen in the lives of others through-

out the years, grief has to run its course. The time table 

for you may not be the time table for some one else and 

even different for other family members. I remember 

when my great uncle died years ago. His wife of fifty plus 

years just could not get over the loss quickly. It took years 

for her to adjust and she never was the same without Kirt. 

Family members were so cruel to her. "Why doesnôt Amy 

just get on with her life, after all we all lost him." My 

only hope was that Aunt Amy, one of the sweetest ladies 

on earth, never heard them say those types of things. 

I trust the Lord our God and I believe that He will 

guide you on this journey through the grief process. You 

must walk alone for the most part when it comes to griev-

ing. However, there is comfort in knowing that God loves 

you, and others really do care and pray for you. There is 

comfort in scripture which tells us of a day when we shall 

be reunited with our love ones. "For the Lord Himself 

will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with 

the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of 

God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we 

who are still alive and are left will be caught up together 

with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And 

so we will be with the Lord forever." God knew how you 

would feel, so he gave us hope and assurance in Christ' 

resurrection. 

I Thessalonians 4: 13 and following was written so that we 

do not "grieve like the rest of men, who 

have no hope." Since it is near Me-

morial Day, I felt like I might com-

ment on grief and our  Christian 

walk. 

Grief is an intensely personal thing, and 

different people handle it in vastly dif-

ferent ways. I remember a professor in seminary, who was 

the same age as me at the time. He recalled when his 

brother was killed in a tragic accident. The two of them 

were close and he could hardly bear up under the stress of 

loosing his sibling. By the way, he was the professor of 

music. He stated that since music was such a huge part of 

his life and his familyôs life, as he worked on the family 

farm following the accident he would often begin singing 

out loud. He said it quieted his heart and instead of crying 

all the time he would sing. His mother on the other hand 

cried and he would hear her sobbing as he came close to 

the house. 

If you have ever been in this grief process you have 

worked out your routine to deal with the pain and empti-

ness in your life. Some people that I have spoken with 

through the years take comfort in leaving items in their 

homes just as they were when the loved one died. Some-

times they won't move-- or permit anyone else to move-- 

anything, even for years. Others clean out all reminders of 

the loved one in fairly short order. Some keep a journal as 

an outlet for healing. One thing for sure that I have found 

as I deal with the various situations surrounding death is 

this: what causes comfort to one person may cause pain to 

another. Grief is not logical and to sit and work out a for-

mula that you will say to all those who grieve is narrow. 

In fact the scriptures are the only safe way to keep from 

Bringing in the Harvest  
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it: these fathers couldn't spend much spare time with 

their kids while they were playing major league baseball 

nearly eight months a year. Besides, more than half of 

their time was spent on the road when you include spring 

training. Sure these kids got to hang around a major 

league clubhouse and soak in the atmosphere of the 

Show, but they are where they are today through inher-

ited talent and a willingness to work hard. It certainly 

helped to have a famous father to imitate. 

We, too, have a Father worth imitating. Our ultimate de-

sire should be to become imitators of Him. As I've tried 

to imitate Christ, I've had to ask myself these questions: 

X  Am I loving others the way Jesus would like? 

X  Am I forgiving people the way Jesus would forgive 

them? 

X  Am I passionate about life in the way Jesus was pas-

sionate about life? 

X  Do I have the strength to face the toughest stuff in 

life in the same way that Jesus did? 

If we're going to get down to brass tacks, that's what liv-

ing is all aboutðbeing imitators of the One who gave us 

the greatest example. As you seek to follow the example 

of Jesus Christ, remember the tremendous resources 

available to you. 

Romans 8:9 reminds us that if we belong to Jesus, then 

His Spirit will live in us. In addition, don't forget that it is 

God's plan to conform us to the image of His Son. In 

baseball terms, this is like having an almighty Father 

who guarantees that we will make it to the major leagues. 

With confidence, we can follow in the footsteps of our 

Lord. 

Dave Dravecky played in the Major Leagues for seven 

years before losing his pitching arm from cancer. He and 

his wife, Jan, now head Outreach of Hope, a nonprofit 

ministry offering comfort and hope to those who suffer 

from cancer and amputation. Mike Yorkey, former editor 

of Focus on the Family magazine, is a freelance writer in 

California.  Article taken from Play Ball by Dave 

Dravecky with Mike Yorkey. Copyright © 2001, J. Coun-

tryman, a division of Thomas Nelson, Inc., Nashville. 

(Found on Focus on the Family Website) 

(Continued from page 1) 
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A Note from South Africa  

Hi, 

Please thank Joanne for her encouraging letter, and also 

Dorla and her SS class for theirs. I enjoyed them so 

much. I hope I am not too late for the newsletter. I have 

been having a lot of computer trouble. Also, it has been 

an ongoing hassle to find transportation to the area 

where we are trying to feed children. 

My class burst into laughter the other day over food. Itôs 

amazing that anyone can laugh. I have been talking a lot 

about sanitation and germs. They were not familiar with 

germs. I also checked to see that students get breakfast 

in order to do well. On this day a teenager named An-

dani was sprawled listlessly at his desk when I came in. 

The father shall make 

known Your truth to 

the children. 

Isaiah 38:19b 

http://www.outreachofhope.org
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The Faith that wavered and other rantings 

Hi friends:   

As you may know, Iôm undergoing cancer treatment.  

Started Chemotherapy a few weeks ago, and had quite a 

scare ï had a spasm in one of the coronary arteries in my 

heart that felt like a heart attack and looked like one to 

the doctors on my EKG!  It was caused by one of the 

chemo meds that I WONôT be taking anymore.  I have 

to admit, after this incident, I was at the end of my rope 

and the knot was slippingé.. 

Wednesday at 4pm chest pains began.  About 7 pm I 

decided it hurt bad enough to go to the ER.  Marcia 

drove ï fast!  The EKG showed abnormal heart activity 

ï nitro ï ambulance from the Marion VA to Carbondale 

hospital ï then an emergency heart cath.  All clear!  No 

blockage (and the doctor recommends I eat more fried 

foods!?).  Two nights in the hospital and finally itôs de-

termined that this was a very rare side effect of one of 

the chemo meds. 

Now, Iôm not Job ï I was ready to give up on God this 

round.  Despair.  Pain.  Detachment from God.  Oh what 

heartache!  You see, I just layed there, feeling sorry for 

myself.  I didnôt call on Jesus.  I was mad. Woe is me.  I 

felt abandoned by God.  I didnôt want to be sick any-

more.  WELL ï I was discharged Saturday, and then 

Sunday I stayed home.  There was a church service on 

TV that I watched half-heartedly.  Then there was the 

song:  ñBe Strong and Take Courage.ò  That was all it 

took for the tears to flow and I ñGot Right ï Got Gladò 

Thank you Jesus for not leaving me.  Iôm sorry I 

doubted you. 

Several of our church family came to the hospital while 

they did the emergency heart cath. Thank you all for 

coming there and comforting Marcia while they worked 

me over.  Marcia said she didnôt know why all this was 

happening, Brother Steve told her that all this may be 

necessary so that we can witness to someone.  God 

please give us strength and confidence to do your will. 

Well a week later, I got an infection so it was another 5 

days in the hospital.  I asked Brother Steve for the 

anointing oil from James 5:14-16.  I had never thought 

much about the anointing oil, but after study and prayer, 

God said it was the right thing to do.  I now take the 

anointing oil as seriously as communion ï it works!  

Brother Steve and the Deacons anointed me with the 

healing power of Jesus on a Sunday night.  The follow-

ing Monday, I went to my chemo doctor ï he reviewed 

my case and it was decided I only need to have the ra-

diation for 6 weeks with weekly minor chemo treatments!  

(Not the same chemo medicine that caused the heart prob-

lem).  So instead of 30 weeks of treatment with chemo and 

radiation, I will be done in 6 weeks.  Halleluiah!  Thank 

you Lord!  If you would, please pray for Marcia and 

Emma while I am away. 

So, all things according to Godôs plan:  If I didnôt have the 

reaction to the 1st chemo drug, and then an infection, I 

would be getting treatments (and feel very sick) until 

Thanksgiving.  Marcia said these things happened for a 

reason ï God was telling us the 30 weeks of chemo was 

not necessary.  If all goes well and we stay on schedule, I 

should be done a few days before VBS starts.  However, 

they tell me that the radiation that zaps cancer cells will 

also zap my strength.  I would love to be able to show up 

for a few days and help somewhere. 

Why do I think VBS is important?  I only went to church a 

few times in my life as a child and young adult.  I moved 

to SIU in 1993 when I was 26, and met Marcia in early 

1995.  That spring, she invited me to church and to meet 

her wonderful family.  I accepted Christ in September 

1995 at 28 years old (you are never too late).  Once I won-

dered how much better my younger years would have 

been if I had known Him (or even just known about Him).  

Life is wonderful now with my family, and I now realize 

all things are according to Godôs plan.  So what about 

VBS?  What if one of the kids I played with as a child had 

invited me to their VBS?  Some of them went to church, 

but never invited me to any of their church activities. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Veritas 

By Mark Guetersloh 

(This might sound a bit familiar.  Something happened 

during the cutting and pasting and half the article was 

lost.  Here is the article as intended.) 

ñLet no man deceive you by any means: for that day 

shall not come, except there come a falling away first, 

and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 

Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is 

called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God 

sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is 

God.ò   2 Thessalonians 2: 3-4. 

Eschatology is a rather lengthy and altogether formida-

ble word that simply means a study of the ñend timesò.  

The dictionary describes it as the part of theology that is 

concerned with death, judgment and destiny.  As Chris-

tians, we know we live in the last days. Israelôs role in 

history (no, God is NOT finished with Israel, despite 

what you might have heard) is given to Daniel by the 

Angel Gabriel in Daniel 9: 20-27.  Israel has yet one last 

task to complete prior to Christ's return.  Jesus told us 

about the last days in his words to the Apostles on the 

Mount of Olives (Matthew 24: 3-44, Mark 13: 3-37, 

Luke 21: 7-37).  And of course, this subject encom-

passes the entirety of the Revelation of Jesus Christ 

given to the Apostle John.  Interested?  You should be.  

In Matthew 24:42 Jesus commands ñWatch there-

fore.....ò.  Luke 21:28 ends with, ñ...look up and lift up 

your heads.ò.  Mark 13:37 records Jesus' words most 

emphatically I think, ñAnd what I say to you, I say to 

all: Watch!ò. 

Our focus in this brief space is the great falling away 

referred to several times by Paul (2 Thessalonians 2: 3-

4, 1 Timothy 4:1), and by the prophet Amos in Chapter 

8, verse 11, ñBehold, the days come, saith the Lord God, 

that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of 

bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of 

the Lord...ò.  Just what does God mean when he inspires 

these words of prophetic warning?  Much of this apos-

tasy in the world today is evident and easy to spot, while 

still more is less visible and altogether insidious.  Like 

the spores of some poisonous mold, it infects believers 

and the church, and as the infection spreads itôs most 

damnable symptom is that it blinds the sick to their own 

malaise. 

Of one thing I am certain.  Those who are referred to as 

ñfalling awayò will be religious.  In fact they will proba-

bly be faithful church members.  Those outside of Christ 

cannot fall.  They are already fallen!  Accepting that, 

letôs quickly take a look at some of the readily evident 

apostasy now festering within prominent religions today.  

I wonôt name the offending denominations.  I pray most of 

you will know, and pray unceasingly for our errant broth-

ers and sisters. 

Infallible Popes, purgatory and praying to Mary and the 

Saints we easily recognize as error.  Scripture is very clear 

about the only way to heaven......and it doesnôt mention 

any of the above.  The whole book is about 2 men, Adam 

and Jesus.  The first man and the last man.  Sin and Re-

demption.  Christ is the only way to heaven, and we donôt 

need anyone other than Him to intercede for us. 

Scripture is also quite clear that homosexuality in the pul-

pit or anywhere for that matter is an abomination.  Jesus 

and Lucifer are not brothers, and Jesus was not simply a 

good man and enigmatic teacher.  My apologies to some, 

but there will be more than 144,000 in heaven, and the 

church has not nor will it ever replace Israel as Gods cho-

sen people.  God made promises to Israel, and He NEVER 

breaks His promises.  And once saved, always saved.  

Christ died once-for-all.  True salvation can never be lost.  

Christ is sufficient.  Period!  Likewise, those shiny, well-

spoken television evangelists who preach and heal and 

sing hymns primarily for the acquisition of wealth and 

worldly pleasure certainly have their reward.  Gods Word 

speaks very plainly about those who change the words or 

meaning of scripture or preach any other Gospel than the 

one given us by Jesus through the Apostles.  Woe unto all 

who at the judgment hear the words,  ñAnd then I will de-

clare to them, I never knew you; depart from Me you who 

practice lawlessness!.ò   Matthew 7:23. 

All of the above-mentioned sins that can be found in some 

of the worlds major religions are a terrifying departure 

from the authority of scripture that cannot be defended 

without twisting the truth contained within the Bible.  

While itôs true that many words can have more than one 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Jump in the RV!  Get yourself ready for a little 
trip ­round this great country!  There are places 
and things that we wanna go see... 

June 27áJuly 1 
12:30á3:30 p.m. 

Now Registering!  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  

5:15pm Aerobics 

7pm Kidõs Choir 

7pm Bringing Up 

Boys 

2 3 4  

CCBA Golf Tourna-
ment 

5  

5:45pm New First 
Place Study Starts  

7pm GAõs 

6  

5:15pm Aerobics 

7 8  

5:15pm Aerobics 

6pm SS Teacher Mtg. 

7pm Kidõs Choir 

7pm  Business Mtg. 

9 10  11  

1pm VBS Decoration 
Work Day 

12  
12:30pm Potluck 

2:30pm Mission Trip 
Orientation 

5:45pm First Place 

6pm Choir Practice   

7pm GAõs 

13  

5:15pm Aerobics 

14  15  
5:15pm Aerobics 

6pm Church Council 

6pm VBS Meeting 

7pm Kidõs Choir 

7pm BringinõUp Boys 

8pm Trustees Mtg 

16  17  18  

19  

7:30 am Men/Boysõ 
Breakfast 

8:15am Brotherhood 

5:45pm First Place   

7pm GAõs 

20  

5:15pm Aerobics 

21  22  
5:15pm Aerobics 

6pm VBS Meeting 

7pm Kidõs Choir 

7pm BringinõUp Boys 

23  24  

Rotramel Use of CFLC 

25  

26  

VBS Set up 

5:45pm First Place   

7pm GAõs 

27  28  29  

7pm Kidõs Choir 

30    

June 2005  

at Fellowship Baptist Church 

SBC ConventionñNashville, TN 

Office Closed 

Ramblinõ Road TripñVBS 2005     12:30 p.m.ñ3:30 p.m. 

Relay for Life 6 pmñ10 am 
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Birthdays and  Anniversaries  

3 Luther Downen  26 Naarah Lindsay 

10 Sam Nance  27 Phyllis Royster 

11 Fern Mullinax  29 Dorla McIntyre 

13 Eric McIntyre    

17 Jesse Saunders  Anniversaries 

18 Karrah Harper  1 David & Sandra McGill 

19 Sherry Throgmorton  30 Steve & Susan Jones 

20 Bob Jones    
This listing of birthdays and anniversaries comes from the recent re-do of the list.  If your birthday or anniversary  

is not included, please fill out a Family Update Form found in the vestibule and return it to the church office.   

June 19, 2005 

7:30 a.m. 

 

Sign up today! 
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Veritas 

meaning, the truth of Gods words are hidden only from 

those without the Spirit.  Despite the unchangeable infal-

libility of scripture, religious freedom has abandoned the 

fear of God, and in doing so have caused many to be-

lieve a lie.  If so many have been fooled by such obvious 

fraud, what then of the rest.  How is Satan snaring the 

faithful? 

Jesus tells us what to expect.  ñBecause of the increase 

of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but he 

who stands firm to the end will be saved.ò  (Matthew 

24:12-13).  Again, Jesus isnôt talking about non-

Christians.  Those without God have no love.  No, He is 

talking about Christians....and not just some, but most!  

There are grumblings and wars and anger and malcon-

tents in every church.  While the phrase is often used to 

excuse poor behavior, it is still true that Christians arenôt 

perfect, just forgiven.  Still, even when considering our 

sinful nature, we know from the words of Jesusôs 

brother James that a true believer will behave markedly 

different than those without the Spirit.  More to the 

point, we know that God is Love. 

God is Love.  Three simple words that say it all.  Love is 

the key.  Without it we are nothing.  Without it our faith 

is a farce. Knowledge of scripture without love makes 

the bearer an insufferable, oppressive monster.  A clever 

(Continued from page 5) devil.  It is faith, love and hope that distinguish true 

Christians, not knowledge, holiness or anything else.  

And the greatest of these gifts from God is love (1 Co-

rinthians 13).  Despite a painful awareness of sin that is 

part of being a Christian, we must avoid judgement, and 

work out our own salvation with great fear and trem-

bling.  Our job is to gather people to Godôs house, both 

good and bad, allowing Him to distinguish between the 

two and subsequently render judgement (the parable of 

the wedding feast, Matthew 22: 1-14). 

It isnôt hard work, holiness, church discipline, knowl-

edge, special programs, money or any of an endless list 

of important things that will save the Christian church 

(the body of Christ), in these last days.  It is love.  C.S. 

Lewis summed it up nicely when he wrote, ñMay Godôs 

grace give you the necessary humility.  Try not to think - 

much less speak - of their sins.  Oneôs own are a much 

more profitable theme!  And if on consideration, one can 

find no faults on oneôs own side, then cry for mercy: for 

this must be a most dangerous delusion.ò  Humility is 

love in action. 

Itôs sure the cure for individual and corporate apostasy is 

readily available, but we must first recognize that we are 

ill and then have a desire to seek treatment.  We humans 

of our own nature are altogether evil, but Him who 

dwells within us is ultimate, unshakable love.  Love is 

our only hope if we would take a stand for Jesus, and 

avoid falling away in these last days.  God bless you all 

my friends. 

The temperatures are on 
the rise...remember to 

STAY COOL!  


