
By Peter Beck for Baptist Press  

What is the church? Is it a Christian 

country club? A place where a bunch of 

people with warm feelings for Jesus hang 

out? It seems that many Christians aren't 

really sure anymore. 

Think about the statistics for just a mo-

ment. The Southern Baptist Convention 

boasts a membership of over 16 million 

people. However, on any given Sunday, 

you may only find about half of them in 

church. That's 8 million so-called Chris-

tians missing in action. 

So, what's the problem? 

 We've forgotten what church member-

ship is supposed to be ï a commitment. 

In this day and age of ram­pant no-fault 

divorce and easy bankruptcy, it's not 

popular to talk about commitment. In 

fact, it almost seems like commit­ment 

has not only gone out of style but that it 

has been removed from the American 

vocabulary. Unfortunately, that lackadai-

sical attitude has crept into the church 

and is robbing us of our resources, our 

people and our ability to make a dif­

ference. 

Given the moral and spiritual condition 

of our country and our families, we need 
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to recommit ourselves to the church or it 

soon will be com­mitted to the junk-heap 

of long-forgotten fads like the hula-hoop 

and New Coke. 

Church membership has always been 

about commit­ment. For whatever reason, 

though, Christians have lost sight of that 

fact. Church mem­bership involves three 

basic commitments. 

First, it entails a commitment to Christ. 

You can't just walk in off the street and 

sign up to be a member of a church. You 

can't just pay your dues and get in. The 

financial cost of membership is too high. 

None of us could afford it. 

Here's the good news, though. Christ 

has paid it all. His death on the cross has 

paid the way. He's purchased our souls. 

He's redeemed us for His glory. 

For that reason, we expect ï we de-

mand ï that our members be professing 

believers in Jesus Christ. We're not talk-

ing about warm feelings or fond memo­

ries of singing "Jesus Loves Me" when 

we were five years old. We're talking 

about a whole-hearted, sold-out, life ­or-

death loving relationship with the Savior 

of mankind. Without that kind of commit­

ment, there is no salvation. Without that 

kind of commit­ment, there is no church 

mem­bership. 

Second, church membership requires a 

commitment to Christian living. When 

you join the church as a believer, you pro-

fess that you have been redeemed, that 

you have repented of your sins and that 

Christ is in the process of sanc­tifying 

your soul. 

Most churches have a covenant, a writ-

ten promise from one member to another 

(Continued on page 5) 



Finally, we  cannot be good Baptists unless we share a 

meal together.  On Sunday, August 21st, 

after morning services, we will enjoy a 

potluck dinner. 

Our Evangelist of Music will be jerry Sterns of 

Carterville.   Jerry will be leading us in some up 

beat, ember-glowing, revival-shouting songs of 

praise.   

I hope you will truly seek Godôs face and prepare for 

the harvest.  Everyone that is prepared for Godôs blessings 

can experience revival.  You can too! 

Dear Church Family, 

I wanted to give you a box-top view of how the upcom-

ing revival services will take place.  

First of all, let me say that I often 

wonder with all the vacations, ball 

games, gardening, and other summer 

activities, if God will find His place in 

many church familiesô schedules.  Will 

the church members actually commit to attending and 

working at the harvest? 

There will be meetings but their will be a revival in our 

hearts.  The theme of the revival will be Everyone Can.  

In order to prepare our hearts for anything God may have 

for us, we must first pray.  Pray is the plow that loosens up 

the heard soil of a personôs heart.  Because I know this is 

true, the four Wednesday evenings leading up to revival 

time will be spent in exclusive prayer time.  Everyone can 

pray! 

Secondly, I want to set forth the challenge to everyone 

that currently attends our Sunday School program.  I 

would ask that each one reach one person and invite that 

person to the revival.  Everyone can and you can too!   

If each one reached just one person, then our attendance 

would double.  People would be saved.  Just think of that!  

People saved from a devilôs torment.  People coming 

along side of us in the harvest.  Everyone can! 

We will also be having a focus on the youth in our area.  

Friday night, August 19th, will be Jesusô night, not the 

devilôs.  We have invited to Johnson County Youth Asso-

ciation to meet with us on that Friday evening.  This group 

was with us in the winter and there were over 100 youth 

present.  Please pass this golden opportunity onto other 

parents and youth you may know. 

Everyone Can 
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Going to the Edge! 

During the last week of June, our church was invaded 

by rambunctious Ramblers crusinô Route 254 in search 

of the ultimate destination:  a relationship with Jesus 

Christ.  Each day was filled with sights and sounds of 

various locations across our great county.  The children 

enjoyed new snacks and learned new songs along the 

way. 

A total of 65 children took the trip with us that week, 

slightly lower than last year.  The highest attended day 

was Friday with 63 children.   

This year, the salvation emphasis was on Wednesday, 

the day we visited Lebanon, Kansas, the geographical 

center of the lower 48 states.  Itôs amazing how God can 

be found in the middle of nowhere!  Just ask Wesley 

Cantrell, the only child finding salvation during VBS this 

year.  When Brother Steve asked him why he wanted 

Jesus in his heart, he replied, ñBecause I love Him!ò  (A 

special thanks to Tracy Racey and Clea Russell, his Sun-

day School Teachers). 

I want to congratulate and sincerely thank all the teach-

ers, workers and other helpers that made this yearôs VBS 

possible.  It was a great week.  THANK YOU!  Each 

little thing you did did not go unseen.  I really appreciate 

all your efforts. 

Next year we head to the Artic Edge:  Where Adven-

ture Meets Courage.  See you at Big Bear Lodge! 



NO EVENING 
SERVICE 
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Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

     1  2  

9am Kidõs Choir 
Rehearsal 

3  

 

4  5  6  

 

7  8  9 

10  
 

11  12  13  

 

14  15  16  

17  18  19  20  21  22  23  

24  25  26  27  28  29  30  

31        

July 2005  

at Fellowship Baptist Church 

OFFICE CLOSED 

Fourth of July 

10:30am Kidõs Choir 
Performance  

5:45pm  First Place 

8pm Deaconsõ Mtg 

5:00pm First Place 

5:30pm Hamburger  
Cookout/Talent Show 

8:15am Brotherhood 

5:45pm First Place 

5:45pm First Place 

5:45pm First Place 

Student Leadership University, Orlando, FL ~ Pastor Gone 

5:15pm Aerobics 

5:15pm Aerobics 

5:15pm Aerobics 

5:15pm Aerobics 

5:15pm Aerobics 

7pm  Quarterly   
Business Mtg 

5:15pm Aerobics 

6pm SS Teacher Mtg 

5:15pm Aerobics 

8pm Trusteesõ Mtg 

All day use of CFLC 

Byrd Family 

5:15pm Aerobics 

6pm Church Council 

6-10pm Swim Party 
at Anna Pool 

6:30pmñ9pm  Youth VBSñCFLC 

CCBA Mission TripñIthaca, NY 

SLU-Orlando, FL 

Mission Trip-NY 

Mission Trip-NY 

12-6pm Blood Drive 
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Birthdays and  Anniversaries  

4 Jason McIntyre  21 Becky Waller 

7 Alison Conroy  26 Nadene Slack 

11 Heidi Wiggs  29 Bryan Throgmorton 

 Jodi Montgomery    

13 Imogene Bradshaw  Anniversaries 

14 Joanne Cantrell  6 Larry & Carolyn McGill 

15 Carl Lingle  8 DeWayne & Lorylee Hensley 

20 Brittni Throgmorton    
This listing of birthdays and anniversaries comes from the recent re-do of the list.  If your birthday or anniversary  

is not included, please fill out a Family Update Form found in the vestibule and return it to the church office.   

Swim Party  
July 23, 2005  

6:00 p.m. ð  Eat  

8:00 to 10:00 p.m. ð  Swim  
 

Bring side dish and drinks é 

burgers and dogs provided.  



to live and act in a Christ-like manner. This covenant is 

entered voluntarily as one joins the church. Perhaps 

you've never seen it. Perhaps you did­n't even know that 

it existed. But, more than likely, it does. When you join a 

church you agreed to live by its biblical principles. You 

agreed to accept its consequences, the discipline of the 

church, should you violate its trust. 

Valid, vibrant church mem­bership depends upon the 

members living in a manner that pleases Christ, a manner 

that does not besmirch His name, a manner that adver-

tises to the world that this church ï Christ's church ï is a 

very spe­cial place with very special people. That kind of 

living demands a commitment. 

Third, church membership involves a commitment to 

other Christians. When you join the church, you join a 

liv­ing organism, the earthly repre­sentation of God's 

reign and Christ's work. 

The church, this body of believers, lives and breathes 

as its members do. As in the human body, when all of the 

parts are functioning correctly, when all of its limbs are 

healthy, the church is healthy. When one organ fails, it 

invari­ably stresses the others. Yet when enough organs 

fail, the body goes into shock. 

Church shock comes in many forms but the results are 

often the same. Members begin to withdraw. Cliques are 

formed. Some people are shunned while others are ig-

nored. Before you know it, the disease of selfishness has 

run roughshod through the church and the prognosis is 

often fatal. 

The remedy? A selfless com­mitment to others, a liv-

ing ful­fillment of the Christ's com­mand to love others 

as your­self. 

So, this Sunday take a good look around. Look at the 

Bible. See what it says about salva­tion and sanctifica-

tion. Look at yourself. See if you're living the way that 

Christ demands. Look at those sitting around you. See if 

you see them as God does. Then recommit yourself to 

meaningful church membership. 

Peter Beck is pastor of Kenwood Baptist Church in 

Louisville, Ky., and a Ph.D. student at Southern Baptist 

Theological Seminary, also located in Louisville. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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A Word from the President  

By Bobby Welch, pastor of First Baptist Church in 

Daytona Beach, Fla., and president of the Southern 

Baptist Convention 

The time is NOW! This is a plea to all Southern Bap-

tists across this nation to join hands in a once in a life-

time opportunity to be a part of the ñEveryone Canò 

Kingdom Challenge. Our goal for this next year will be 

to Witness, Win, and BaptizeéONE MILLION! The 

time is NOW. It will take you, me, and others in our 

convention working together for the cause of Christ and 

the souls of men, to reach those who are lost. Would you 

join me for an exciting and thrilling adventure? ñIôm 

going to do all I canéwith what I haveéNOW.ò Will 

you commit to do the same? 

Everyone 

Can... 

And  

Iõm It! 



Music by  

Jerry Starnes 
(formerly of Truth Seekers) 

REVIVAL 
featuring 

August 18 -21 
7:00 p.m. 

 

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH  

890 Senior Avenue, Vienna 

(behind Baileyôs Funeral Home) 
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