
By Joe McKeever  

NEW ORLEANS (BP)--"I'm quitting," 

my friend said. He had held that job two 

whole days and now was walking away. 

"They want me to work in an office 

with unbelievers and I just can't func-

tion in that kind of atmosphere." 

 

I suspect it's not that at all. Jack's prob-

lem is he cannot take a job and stay with 

it. 

 

You and I live in a culture of quitting. 

People try marriage, find it hard, and 

quit. They try jobs, find them difficult, 

and walk away. They take up diets and 

discover they were expected to exercise 

their body and their common sense, and 

they quit. They take up fitness programs 

for a few weeks, then quit. They start to 

church and they quit. 

 

Half the members on many church rolls 

rarely darken the doors of the church. 

What happened to them? They quit. 

 

Eugene Peterson wrote a book on the 

Psalms with the intriguing title of "A 

Long Obedience in the Same Direction," 

borrowing the line from a German phi-

losopher. 

 

What Peterson calls "a long obedience in 

the same direction," the Bible calls vari-

ously steadfastness, faithfulness and per-

severance. It means to get on the road and 
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stay there. To hang in there. To keep on 

keeping on, as the old folks used to say. 

 

If you start a diet, for example, and don't 

see any quick results or you go off the 

diet at a party or family get-together and 

feel so guilty that you trash the whole 

plan -- bad decision. God has so built us 

that we lose weight slowly. It's a built-in 

protection against starvation. Maybe it 

doesn't mean much to you, but countless 

millions of others owe their existence to 

God's creative genius in the way He made 

us. Get on the diet and stay with it for the 

long haul. Let others rush from one diet 

fad to another. Not you. 

 

The goal should not be to lose so much 

weight. The goal is good health. That 

does not come in a weekend. 

 

If you start on a fitness program, visiting 

the gym or walking or working out, and 

you drop it when you don't see quick re-

sults -- very foolish. Physical changes 

come slowly, but they last a long time. 

Since the goal is good health and long 

life, quit looking in the mirror. Stay with 

the program. Give it a couple of years 

before you start checking your statistics. 

(Continued on page 5) 



There was another group that came for-

ward ~ some for our church and some 

from other churches.  These souls passed 

from death to life, from darkness to light, 

from self-serving to sacrificial giving.  

They no longer are held by the chains and 

bonds of Satanôs control.  Yes, there were 

some new births at our altar.   

We have already seen the fruit of one of these newborns.  

Ryan Racey was born again on Sunday, August 21st, dur-

ing our revival.  We sealed the deal on Sunday, August 

28th as be became a part of our church family. Others are 

still being followed up on. 

I want to thank anyone who prayed for or helped out in 

any way during these services.   May God place on you 

the blessing you gave ten fold. 

The revival services turned out to be 

better than some anticipated and not 

as good as others hoped for.  Yet, 

for over 20 people, most of who are 

connected to our church directly, 

lives will be never be the same. 

No one ever knows just how deep 

the spiritual impact goes when a person comes forward to 

the altar.  It may be that the individual simply felt the 

need to offer up thanksgiving and praise to their Holy Fa-

ther and moved forward in an act of obedience to the call.  

Others could possibly be praying for a loved one, friend, 

their church family or some felt need.   

However, there were several that came forward to rededi-

cate their lives in service and sacrifice for god.  These 

folks took a serious step towards adjusting their lives to 

Godôs purposes.  These saints realized the message that 

was given to the church by the Holy Spirit.  The theme 

that our evangelist carries around the country ~ the one 

that God gave him to preach ~ can be summed up in He-

brews 12:1.  ñLet us throw off everything that hinders and 

the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perse-

verance the race marked out for us.ò 

Dedication is to devote oneself to a special task or pur-

poseéto be devoted single-mindly to a good.  To rededi-

cate yourself to God would mean that you were once 

dedicated but have lost something along the way.  Per-

haps you lost the devotion or the single-mindedness one 

needs to follow God whole heartedly.  Whatever the defi-

nition is, there were a lot of folks seeking a closer walk 

with the Lord. 
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The year is more than half over 

now.  The kids are back and 

school and the rush of summer is 

drawing to a close.  Through the 

year, weôve all seen how the 

power of prayer has changed the 

lives of our Fellowship Baptist 

Church family. So, as the leaves 

start falling from the trees, our 

concerns and prayer requests shall 

do the same. 

Starting on September 4th, there will be a Pile of Prayers 

bulletin board located between the offices.  Throughout 

the fall, you are invited to write your prayer requests on 

the blank leaf shapes that can be found in a basket on the 

board.  Pin your requests to the braches of the trees. 

When your request is answered, you can write your 

praises  on the back side of the concern and pin it in the 

grass at the bottom.  By the end of November the grass 

will be piled high with praises and the tress will be empty 

of concerns! 

Pile of Prayers 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  2  3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10  

11  12  13  14  15  16  17  

18  19  20  21  22  23  24  

25  26  27  28  29  30   
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at Fellowship Baptist Church 

8pm Deaconsõ Mtg 

4:45pm First Place 

6pm Younger  
Childrenõs Choir 

 

8:15am Brotherhood 

4:45pm First Place 

6pm GAõs 

6 pm  Younger  

Childrenõs Choir 

5:15pm Aerobics 

5:15pm Aerobics 

5:15pm Aerobics 

5:15pm Aerobics 

5:15pm Aerobics 

7pm ANNUAL     
Business Mtg 

5:15pm Aerobics 

6pm SS Teacher Mtg 

 

5:15pm Aerobics 

7pm Kidõs Choir 

8pm Trusteesõ Mtg 

5pm Fish Fry 

4:45pm First Place 

6pm GAõs 

6 pm  Younger  
Childrenõs Choir 

5:15pm Aerobics 

7pm Kidõs Choir 

6pm Church Council 
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Birthdays and  Anniversaries  

1 Wilma Racey  8 Angela Bailey 

2 Steve Sanders  9 Steve Jones 

4 Larry McGill   Sarah Rotramel 

 Hattie Trover  15 Tracy Racey 

5 Fred Moore  18 Mark Racey 

7 Marissa Martinez  23 Wardell McNichols 

This listing of birthdays and anniversaries comes from the recent re-do of the list.  If your birthday or anniversary  

is not included, please fill out a Family Update Form found in the vestibule and return it to the church office.   

Bring side dish or dessert! 

Sign up deadline is September 11th. 



taking comfort in three great assurances we have from the 

Lord: 

 

-- The resurrection (v. 14). 

 

-- A reaping. A harvest of people turning to Jesus (v. 15). 

 

-- Our rewards (v. 17). 

 

Okay, that's the why, the good reasons 

not to quit. But what is the ñhow.ò How 

do we make sure we hang in there? Paul 

gives us one answer in verse 2. 

"Renounce the hidden things." Come 

clean. Harbor no secret sins and no hidden doubts in 

your life. Deal with them or they will sabotage your 

life. 

 

A long obedience in the direction of the Savior, the Lord 

Jesus Christ. It's the only way to go. 

 

As Churchill said, "Never give in, never give in, never, 

never, never, never -- in nothing, great or small, large or 

petty -- never give in except to convictions of honor and 

good sense." 
 

Joe McKeever is Director of Missions for the Baptist Association 0f Greater New Orleans. 
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Obedience 

 

So, you're reading your Bible, are you? And trying to get 

started going to church? But so far, you're not getting 

much out of it? Of course not. This is a 

foreign land to you. Give it time. Stay 

with the program. A long obedience is 

what you are looking for. 

 

Mack and Melissa were new believers. They 

were baptized and were bringing their infant 

daughter to church. And they were making an 

effort to read their Bible together. "It's hard," 

one said. 

 

Mack said, "A lot of the time we read things in 

the Bible that we don't understand." Melissa 

said, "I just tell him, 'Keep on reading.'" Great 

counsel. 

 

When Carole decided she wanted to begin tithing her in-

come to the Lord through her church, she said to her 

friend, "But I don't see how I can afford it." She was quiet 

a moment, then said, "But I'm going to do it regardless." 

 

That is how the Christian life is lived: regardless. Regard-

less of circumstances, opposition, feelings, discourage-

ments and hardships. Regardless of emotions, put-downs, 

doubts and obstacles. Day by day, one step at a time, per-

severing to the end. 

 

Want to do a quick Bible study on reasons not to quit? 

The fourth chapter of 2 Corinthians has several. Verses 1 

and 16 state emphatically, "we do not lose heart," mean-

ing to grow discouraged and quit. Why do we not lose 

heart? 

 

First, because of what the Lord has done in the past. In 

verse 1, the Apostle Paul said the Lord has a) shown us 

mercy and b) given us a ministry. Those two forces ought 

to keep us in the game. 

 

Second, because of what the Lord is doing in the present. 

In verse 16, Paul says even though our outer man is wast-

ing away (through age primarily), yet our inner man is 

being renewed day by day. That is, as we serve the Lord 

and walk with Him, we become more and more like Jesus 

every day. See the last verse of chapter 3. 

 

Third, because of what the Lord has promised us in the 

future. In the verses surrounding verse 16, we see Paul 

(Continued from page 1) 

Going to the Edge! 

Trek North...to LifeWayôs VBS 2006, Artic Edge, where 

daily excursions from Big Bear Lodge will have kids hik-

ing across the tundra, exploring the seascape by kayak 

and skimming the backcountry in a float plane.  As kids 

test their limits in the challenges of the vast Artic wilder-

ness, they will learn that God is always with them and 

find the courage required to follow Jesus in every day 

challenges of their lives. 

What...you say itôs too early to start thinking about VBS?  

Itôs never too early to start letting those wonderful ideas 

run around inside your head.  Next yearôs VBS will be 

based in the Artic...keep that in the back of your mind as 

you see items on sale during the after Christmas season.  

Thinks like flocking (fake snow), icicles, snowflakes, 

white fur, glittery fleece and more could come in handy 

and are extremely hard to find in May!  

Every Artic Expedition needs a Ranger to keep the Trail-

blazers (teachers) and the XPOôs (Extreme Polar Outland-

ers, a.k.a. children) on the right trail.  Is this person you?  

If you are interested in being the 2006 VBS Director, 

please see Jim Haney. 
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890 Senior Avenue 

Vienna, IL  62995  

Phone:  618-658-5581 

www.fellowshipbaptistvienna.com  

Fel lowship Bapt ist  

Church 

Services 
 

    Sunday School          9:30 a.m. Sunday 

    Worship Service        10:30 a.m. Sunday 

    Evening Service         6:00 p.m. Sunday 

    Bible Study     7:00 p.m. Wednesday 

We love in the light of His love 

Sugar Free Apple Pie 

Disclaimer:  Glad Tidings often contains items found on the internet.  These items are used in good faith with no known copyright violations.  This publication is 

intended for use by the Fellowship Baptist Church body with an approximate distribution of 65 copies a month. 

Phyllis Royster submitted this recipe to the Faith Alive Cook 

Book!  She precooks to apples for about 10 minutes. 

1 (6 oz.) can frozen apple juice concentrate 

2 T. cornstarch 

1 T. low fat oleo 

1 tsp. cinnamon 

Pinch of salt 

5 lg. apples (peeled & sliced) 

Pie Crusts 

 

 

E  Heat apple juice and cornstarch in sauce pan, stirring 

constantly.  Stir in oleo, cinnamon and a pinch of salt.  

Pour over apples and mix carefully.  Pour into pastry 

lined pie plate; cover with remaining pie crust.  Brush 

pastry with melted oleo.  Bake at 350° until crust is a 

golden brown, approximately 30-45 minutes. 

fellowshipbaptistvienna.com 
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