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Drifted or Lifted?

= O heredity or environment?" The answer

by Charles Lowery

A boy came home with a report card that
skipped the first few letters in the alpha- ~
bet. He handed the report card to his Dad
and said, "What do you think caused this

is both. There is something wrong with
everyone and everything, because we live
in a fallen world with fallen people.

Murphy was an optimist, and what can gd
wrong usually does. Whatever line you
are in slows down, because you are in it.
If you switch lines, you will slow down
the other line, so just stay put. The mate
that snores goes to sleep first. Why? Be-
cause the angel in charge at night gets
bored easily and likes to laugh. When
you're early for your flight, the plane is
delayed; and when you're running late,
the airline is proud of its eime depar-
ture. The barcode never works on your
most embarrassing item. | know this, be-
cause | raised three daughters. | once
tried to sneak out of a store with the cash-
ier waving an embarrassing item and
yelling for a price check. | said, "Put it
down. I'll pay anything."

moved about half of a mile down the
beach. They were trying to lose me. Then
| looked again, and the hotel had moved
half of a mile down the beach. As far as |
knew, hotels didn't move. | realized that |
had moved. | had drifted and didn't know
it. We often drift in our thinking without
realizing it. Our thinking now creates un-
reasonable expectations that set us up for
disappointment.

When | was in private practice, ladies
would say, "Dr. Lowery, if only my hus-
band would listen the way you listen, and
if only he would look into my eyes the

I love the ocean, and people often ask me
about sharks. My advice is when you
hear the music, get out of the water. | was ) 2
) oor way you look into my eyes." | would re-
so excited the first time | was allowed to lv. "Pay him $100 an hour like you're
swim in the ocean without adults. We had P, ~ &Y , ; y ;
been swimming for quite a while when | paying me, and he'll look into your eyes.

looked to find ts. Theyhad .= . o
ooked overto find my parents. They ha Likewise, men often compare their wives

to Hollywood women. Remember, those
women don't really look like that; it's just

Inside this issue:
a fantasy. One famous actress was on the

From the Pastor 2 cover of a national magazine, and the edi-

tors airbrushed several pounds off, be-

Month at a Glance 5 cause she wasn't thin enough. The actress

Birthdays and Anniversaries 6 Wwas irate. These women spend several
hours having hair and makeup fixed, and

Try This Recipe 8 that still isn't beautiful enough for Holly-
wood.

Kid Korner 9 (Continued on pag@)



A Blessing in Disguise

Dear Church family, that our church received as we worked
towards serving our association on Octo-

Can you believe that it is only two Q/L@m %@ ber 3% and 4".

months till Christmas! Where does

the year go? Well it is good to be ﬂm There were many nice things said about

busy. our choir and praise team. We were ap-
- plauded for our fine meals that were

In fact, we view the fact that God served and the servers that waited tables.

ki cked us out of the gar ddhe ChristianganmilyLifeoQenter floor baked grdgdd. t t h
sweat of our browodo as onl yookavork, bothsndividual and téam wdrk to pullcaiivtbis/ e r
you look at scripture closely, you will discover that God  off.
has given us work as a blessing.

As a result of our work for the Lord, many people were
We are cursed in the fact that we must scrape along to gditlessed and so were those who did the work. Even if the
ahead. The ground we wor k cuse talusedeyausame physical fiam,ahe hofduwho t o i
When we think we are making headway the curse seemsknows your hearts and sees from heaven, has added a
to take it away. Our back gives out or our arm becomes blessing to your life.
inflamed with carpal tunnel. The curse is that we will re-

ceive pain for all our hard work. | would like to make an official statement of gratitude to
any and all that lifted even a finger to help out. Yes, Fel-
The actual work itself can, and | believe should, be lowship Baptist Church was noted for the good job we

looked upon as a means to blessings. The whole Bible did, but more important, we honored our Savior by serv-
speaks of work as a good thing. We are created in Christing His servants at the 175th Clear Creek Annual Meet-
to become workmen for God. ing.

Basic physiology tells us that the first part of our body to

produce sweat in hard labor is the head. The concentra-

tion of blood vessels used for the brain does this. As was Th e Q” e
pointed out by many scholars, this fact is there to remind
us of the curse. However, as we work for the Lord the

curse turns into a blessing. | am thinking of the blessing Sé”*‘é” C@
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Goad promises o safe
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Be as Little Children

by Os Hillman come to God with
them. This is not
How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that God's character
we should be called children of God! And that is what we towards us.
are! ~1 John 3:1a
Does the Lord de-
"I have an important business meeting in the morning.  sire this level of
Would you please set the alarm for 5:30 a.m.?" | said to intimacy with you
my wife. and me? The apos-
tle Paul exhorted us
"Oh, that won't be necessary. Just tell the Lord what timeto "pray without
you want to wake up. He does it for me all the time," my ceasing” (1 Thess.
wife said. 5:17 KJV). There is
never a caution to

| rolled my eyes in disbelief. "Well, I'd feel more comfort- Pray only about
able if we set the alarm.” matters of greater importance.

"Okay, ye of little faith. But just to prove my point lam  Today, go to God with matters that you might view as

going to ask the Lord to wake us up just before 5:30." trivial and would normally avoid bringing to God. Ask
God to increase your level of intimacy with Him. You

The next morning | awoke before the alarm went off. | ~ May even be able to get rid of your alarm clock.

looked at the clock. It read 5:15. | looked at my wife, who

had just awakened at the same time with-toid-you-so

smile.

Sometimes we wrongfully view God as someone we go ta
for only the "big things." The idea of "bothering God" for
such a trivial matter seems foolish and presumptuous. +
However, when you were a child and had to get up in theg
morning for school, didn't your mom or dad come wake
you up? They were your parents, and you could come to
them with the most trivial concerns or requests. Why
would our heavenly Father be any less approachable? Pe
haps our problem is that we simply have not developed a
level of intimacy with God so that we feel the freedom to ‘

D
=
1

approach Him at these daily, routine levels. We often opA
erate with an unwritten code that says our needs must
have a certain degree of importance or crisis before we

hllIE|| Foniversaryg

DISASTE" ELTEF Time will be gone before you know |

The Anniversary Commitee ig still
looking for writen memories, photos
and other memorabilia!

Thé’i.h'k you for your generosity!
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The year is more than half over
now. The kids are back and
school and the rush of summeris ./,
drawing to a close. Through theQ\ ‘
year, weove al I~
power of prayer has changed the -

lives of our Fellowship Baptist ‘\N J

%ﬁ) Pile of Prayers

w

Church family. So, as the leaves <
BRlNG A start falling from the trees, our L
FRIEND concerns and prayer requests shall =

’UNW do the same.
Starting on September 4th, there will be a Pile of Prayers

. . T bulletin board located between the offices. Throughout
the fall, you are invited to write your prayer requests on
the blank leaf shapes that can be found in a basket on the

IBSA is trying to break 75.000 in Sund ard. Pin your requests to the braches of the trees.
our requeskis answeredyoy can write r
School on October pr;i onthgbaé]:ss e%{f&e@éngema pir%&rirpthg r
more than the 2004 average. Each chureds at the bottom. By the end of November the grass
participating will receive Something Spe\e;illatie piled high with praises and the tress will be empty
. Of concerns!
from the IBSA commemorating the event.

Watch the bulletin for more details!

The Preschool
Department’s

N

November 6, 2005
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Birthdays and ;@11411;9' Anniversaries
1McKenzie Smith 18Ralph Martin
4 Katelyn Wiggs 21Jarrod Wiggs
5 Donna Kean 22 Alivia Montgomery
Dorothy Oliver 27Noah Haney
7 Betty Jones 30 Darwin Racey
12X Erica Farnsworth
Anna Jones Anniversaries
12Mark Bundren
13Abby Montgomery 2 Bobby & Sherry Throgmorton
14Sandra McGill 17Steve & Reenie Rotramel
16Alene Bradshaw 26 Tom & Hattie Trover

This listing of birthdays and anniversaries comes from the reced & the list. If your birthday or anniversary
is not included, please fill out a Family Update Form found in the vestibule and return it to the church office.

@ 12 &
;’ Fall
Back

L %

Jar Q
jée o[;PJ 5] Su/oper G

October 23 Donot forget to
10:30 a.m. and 6:00bf)c.ltﬁn hour before you go to bed

‘Saturday, October 29!
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Obedience

(Continued from pagg) Life does get difficult, but you can take that difficulty to
Do you see the picture of me at the bottom of this page? the cross. You can tell Jesus that you are tired and have a
don't ook like that. It took a lot of work just to get that.  headache from all of this difficulty. He will respond that
You should see me right now, trying to get this article ~ He knowsd they put thorns into His head. You can say
done. Tear up that fantasy of people and circumstances ithat your hands are tired, and you work all the time. He
your life that doesn't exist and accept that people are de-would say that His hands hurt as willsee the scars.
fective and so is this world. This world and the people in And you might say, "But, Jesus, that religious crowd
it have all been recalled by our Maker. really gets me down." And He might reply, "I kn@w~

they killed Me." You can stay "up" in this "down" world
| have tried to discourage you so | can encourage you. If by looking at the cross and realizing that failure is never
you are not thinking negatively enough, let me continue. ffatal from God's perspective.
will remind you that you came into this world without
hair, teeth, or bladder control, and if you live long A little girl walked into church and saw a huge cross
enough, that is how you will go out. Life is really a dash hanging on the wall. She told her Daddy that it was the
between diapers and Depends. If we are truthful, life is  biggest plus sign she had ever seen. So, what is the cross
more like a country/western song than a Hallmark card. doing in your church? It should be

there to remind you to stay positive.
So how do you stay "up" in a "down" world? You can Why? Heredity and environment. B
never see the sun rise by looking west. Make sure you areause of the cross, | am a child of t
not in the wrong position. You have to look at the cross. King, and | live in a mansion just ovgis
Jesus didn't just explain suffering. He didn't just talk the hilltop. :
about difficulty. He experienced it. It is not the fact that
He wason the cross; he actually did somethioghe Charles Lowery is founder and president of
cross. The cross was a cross that became a crown, be- LIFE, Inc. and is in a fulltime speaking minisies

cause He took life's greatest difficulty and gained God's Y: You may contact LIFE, Inc. at 4&32
0098 or www.charleslowery.com.
greatest glory.

Letter from Judith

Greetings to the whole church. stuff to eat for a change!

My son, Ross, is getting married in Feb. in Cape Town inl am doing two nights a week with some of the young

a beautiful and historic spot. Her name is Analisa and shadults who pick me up so | can minister at a poor hospital,
is a South African of Portuguese descent. This is a first and also to street people and refugees who live in horrible
marriage for both. She is a Christian. | think should squalor bringing bread, soup, and medical supplies. Some
move after the honeymoon, but | don't know where yet. other churches go out on other days of the week.

In the meantime, | am quite busy cleaning my classroom My group consists of a lot of Indian college students, and
and supervising a playground cleanup. The founderis black Methodists. | will always remember a man sitting
recuperating from a complete breakdown. | visited her in filth while | dressed a hugeto the bone leg wound
during her 10 days hospitalization and she looked terriblewhich actually had maggots on it.

She left for Canada

- on a recuperative You_ and | and all the saints are part of this huge body of
it Th Christ, and we must never forget to love each other and
/ / visit. IT Ie yoing.th that no matter whateven in New OrleansGod is in
- . people | work wi charge!

at times took 35
— kids to a park for
~ dames and picnic. '
_— | made 20 sand- Judith
N wiches, but they
had a lot of good

My best to you all,
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