
by Charles Lowery 

A man joined a unique monastery in 

which for the first ten years he could only 

speak two words. For the next ten years 

he could only speak two more words, and 

so on. After his first ten years he said, 

"Hard bed." After the next ten years he 

said, "Bad food." After ten more years he 

said, "I quit." The rest of the monks said, 

"We figured that. You've been complain-

ing ever since you got here." 

In Mexico there are natural springs in 

which hot springs are next to cold 

springs. The women in the area can wash 

their clothes in the cold springs and rinse 

in the hot. One tourist remarked that 

Mother Nature sure is generous to pro-

vide hot and cold water, and he thought 

that visitors would be grateful. Villagers 

responded that they weren't grateful; visi-

tors grumbled that they weren't provided 

with soap. 

We complain and are negative in this 

world. 

The key to a great attitude is to look up 

before you look around. We learn to in-

terpret circumstances by the love of 

Christ instead of interpreting Christ's love 

by our circumstances. It's a faith-led life, 

not a fear-fed life. When you believe that 

God can take the bad and, in the long-

term, get good out of it, you are free to 

concentrate and give thanks for the good. 

It is God's Spirit that enables us to focus 

on the good. 

Thanks Living  
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In the beginning of the space program a 

Russian cosmonaut went into space and 

said he didn't see God anywhere. Dr. 

Criswell of First Baptist Church in Dallas 

reflected on this. "If he had stepped out of 

the spaceship he would have seen God 

real quick." A few months later, John 

Glenn went in an American spaceship and 

said, "I see God everywhere." It's your 

focus. 

In debating classes, teachers assign stu-

dents to opposing sides. Whether students 

believe their side or not, they focus on 

and support their assigned side. God as-

signs us to His side. He assures us of His 

love and wants us to focus on what is 

good and praiseworthy. If I asked you 

what evidence you display of God's good-

ness, would you be able to provide the 

evidence? You are either on one side or 

the other. You will bless or blast, promote 

or provoke, shine or whine, bandage or 

blister. 

Let me illustrate how this works in every-

day life. 

I play golf with many different people. I 

believe golf is going to be the game we 

play in heaven, because it will take all of 

eternity to get it right. The game can be 

frustrating. I have noticed even my friend 

Zig Ziglar has a hard time being motiva-
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one got sick and they would be healed. 

Oh you say, ñYou can if you only have 

enough faith in God.ò Really! So, if I 

pray hard enough, they will be healed 

every time? What an insult to every per-

son who has poured their heart out to God 

in prayer and then stood beside the grave 

to say goodbye. I will pass on the thought 

that if they had just prayed harder their loved one would 

not have passed on. Not to mention their loved one must 

have failed, too, in the area of faith. Donôt you see how 

that type of philosophy takes the control out of Godôs 

hand and places self on the throne? What that view says is 

that you are in control of the outcome. If you are good 

enough and holy enough then God has to answer you 

prayer.  

However, I find that circumstances are forced upon me 

many times. Sometimes I bring them upon myself. Either 

way, if I trust God to take care of me in those circum-

stances and except whatever the outcome, He receives the 

glory. It is all Him. It is all about Him and what He deems 

necessary as good and perfect in my life. God is at work 

bending, breaking, molding, and doing exactly as He 

chooses. Who am I, or you, to think we have the handle 

on how God ought to go about doing things. 

Now before I move on, I must clarify that we need to 

pray.  And, in fact, due to our prayers, God chooses to 

answer those prayers. The sick often are healed and the 

circumstances are often changed. The key word is God 

chooses, not me or you. My faithfulness to pray is 

counted as righteousness and God is glorified in my ac-

knowledgment of His right to answer and to refuse. My 

acceptance of the outcome either way gives Him honor. 

We become honorable children as we say to Him, ñYou 

are holy and good, we love You and except Your judg-

ments and Your right to rule over us as King. The fact 

that we have lost health, wealth or ease does not change 

our love for You and what You did on the cross for us. 

We remain Your children and bow to Your authority.ò 

I believe this is why hard times comeéso that we may 

honor and glorify God. I believe defeat comes when we 

try to project our feeble thoughts of what ought to happen 

onto the Lord of Lords and King of Kings. It comes when 

we only see our little point of view and fail to look at 

(because we are not capable of doing so) the big picture. 

If we trust only Him for each day and look only to Him 

and not ourselves, then we will find that we can live in 

victoryéone day at a time. 

If a Christian man or woman is truly 

born again of God, then why do 

hard times and even sometimes de-

feat come in their lives?   

1 John tells us that, if we are born of 

God, we are to overcome the world. 

This victory that overcomes the 

world is our faith. Then, it clarifies 

the statement: it is those who believe in Christ that over-

come the world. Adrian Rogers explains it this way. 

ñWhile the Bible admits the possibility of defeat for a 

Christian, it never assumes the necessity of such defeat. 

We are already kings and priests meant to live in perpet-

ual victory ð not necessarily ease, wealth, or health ð 

but victory all the time.ò   

As I walk my Christian walk, I find that many of the 

things that cause feelings of discouragement come from 

my circumstances ð things that I have no control over. 

At those times, I forget that to live victorious in Jesus, I 

must die to myself and allow God to handle the outcome 

of my circumstances. I may end up uncomfortable due to 

the circumstances around me. I may end up poorer than I 

am due to circumstances. I may even loose my health due 

to circumstances that I have no control over. The victory 

comes in allowing the Heavenly Father to handle the out-

come.  

If the Bible taught that every circumstance could be re-

versed and the outcome changed every time we prayed, 

what a different life some would have. There would be no 

death in my family. I would simply pray every time some-

Live in Victory...One Day at a Time 
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Time will be gone before you know it!   
The Anniversary Committee is still  

looking for written memories, photos  
and other  memorabilia! 

Drivers 

Needed! 



Illinois Baptist Disaster Relief 
Feeding Unit activated  
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The Illinois Baptist Disaster Relief Feeding Unit has been 

activated and is traveling to Lake Yale, Florida, the pre-

staging area for the Hurricane Wilma response, with 19 

people and 20,000 meals on board.  Another 60,000 meals 

are on order. It is one of ten state convention feeding units 

activated at this time. 

A chainsaw team continues to operate in Jasper, Texas as 

part of the continuing response to Hurricane Rita. Chain-

saw operations in Bogalusa, La. closed Oct. 23. 

Illinois teams served over 312,000 hot meals, helped care 

for over 500 children and cleared over 600 fallen trees 

with 75 professions of faith in the Hurricane Katrina/Rita 

response. Altogether, 41 state conventions were involved 

in the Hurricane Katrina/Rita response, serving over 8.6 

million hot meals, clearing over 12,000 downed trees and 

contributing more than 106,542 volunteer days of labor.  
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