
by Charles Lowery 

It was a Catholic school and the children 

had confession every Friday. They had 

time each day to write down their sins 

and then at confession they would read 

their list. One little boy, running late, 

grabbed the paper and ran to confession. 

Halfway through he stopped and shouted, 

"This isn't my list!" Then he said, "It sure 

was fun confessing someone else's sins." 

We like to do that, too! 

Have you ever listened to Christians talk? 

You might hear things like, "Real Chris-

tians don't wear make-up," usually said 

by those who need to wear it. "Real 

Christians wouldn't smoke a cigarette 

after dinner," usually said by someone 

who eats a half gallon of ice cream after 

dinner. "Real Christians don't dance," 

except maybe on roller skates. We all 

have a list, and the reason some of you 

are laughing is because I haven't gotten to 

your list yet. 

If we're not careful, we get narrow and 

self-righteous and become Super Saints. 

We become more religious than God. 

Instead of four spiritual laws we have ten, 

or maybe twenty. We've even developed 

our own vocabulary. We ask people how 

they talk on the phone. "When you an-

swer the phone do you say, 'Praise the 

Lord?' Do you say, 'Hallelujah?'" "No, I 

say, 'Same to ya.'" They look down at 

those who simply say, "Hello," and make 

them feel badly about it. 
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Someone bragged to me about getting rid 

of his TV. "Satan's idiot box," he called it. 

He asked me if I had one. I was intimi-

dated and said, "No." And I don't have 

one ð I have two, but I didn't tell him 

that because I don't want on his list. 

A pastor friend of mine got on someone's 

list. He bought the wrong kind of car. The 

first year at his church an auto dealer of-

fered him a really good deal on a used 

Lincoln. It was only a year old and it was 

a great deal so he bought the car. He got 

into real trouble with some of the church 

people because a pastor shouldn't drive a 

Lincoln. That was on their list. He ended 

up taking the car back and one of his lead-

ers advised him to buy a new Buick. That 

was okay with the church people even 

though the new Buick cost more than the 

old Lincoln did, but the Buick wasn't on 

their list. There is something spiritual 

about a new Buick and something that 

isn't about an old Lincoln. 

We sanitize and spiritualize our lists. Peo-

ple even use the Bible and tell me things 

like, "I have the gift of Prophecy. That 

means I point out everyone's mistakes and 

problems." I tell them, "You don't have 

the gift of Prophecy. You have the gift of 

being a pain in the neck. Prophecy means 

to speak forth the good news." I've also 

noticed about these people that down 

through the years their family relation-

ships weren't very healthy. When Mr. 

Right's first name is Always, he'll be 

pretty hard to live with. Sometimes that is 

(Continued on page 5) 



feels that they are already perfect does not 

have room for any more improvement.  

Perhaps that is why we never see any 

growth take place in some people's lives. 

We wonder, where is the fruit of their 

lives? Where is the labor (work) that Je-

sus says will follow them?  

     You must understand this Biblical 

truth, God does not force anyone to be renewed. He sim-

ply offers the chance to have a life- transforming experi-

ence.  I am not speaking about the salvation experience.  I 

mean the transforming of your lives in the day to day 

walk you have with God.  I am not speaking about the 

knowledge you acquire while attending church or even 

your own personal study.  

     Charles Swindoll starts all of his Bible Study Guides 

with these words, ñKnowledge apart from application 

falls short of Godôs desire for His children.ò He goes on 

to say that ñknowledge must result in change and 

growth.ò There you have it.  New growth is to result in 

change. When you were born again, you were changed 

(Continued on page 4) 

And what makes a new year 

"Happy?"   I believe that it is be-

cause it is new. We all like new 

things...new clothes, new furniture, 

new seasons of the year, new songs 

on the radio, and on goes the list.  

     I too like new beginnings. Every-

thing is fresh and the old has gone. 

This is exactly what the Apostle Paul means when he 

states in 2 Corinthians 5:17, "anyone that is in Christ is a 

new creation".  Godôs Word again tells us that we are 

"being renewed by the knowledge of Christ", Col. 3:10.  

In fact, if you look closer at this verse you will notice that 

it states that we have put on the new self and that this self 

that we have put on is being renewed. Now, why does our 

new self have to be renewed?     

    Well, 2 Corinthians 3:18 holds the key. Because we are 

still in this old world, we still need to be molded into 

Godôs image. This verse tells us that even though we have 

a new nature, we are not perfected yet. We are looking 

through a dark or an unclear glass at this time. We know 

our Lord and we see His glory reflected in other Chris-

tians around us; however, we still have only beheld a very 

small part of His glory. It is not until we see him face to 

face someday that we will know Him fully. The Bible 

says that now we only know in part. Until we go to 

heaven, we are being transformed into His likeness, from 

one degree of glory to the next.  

    Just think, we are being changed by God into His glori-

ous likeness. What a good thought!  I am not there yet, 

but I am being changed.  I guess the man or woman that 

Happy New Year!!! 
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Supper is at Jonesboro First Baptist Church  

Van will leave at 5:00 p.m.  

Details are still pending!   
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Time will be gone before you know it!   
The Anniversary Committee is still  

looking for written memories, photos  
and other  memorabilia! 

into a new man. Now that you are a new man, you still 

need to be renewed.  Hebrews 12:1 says to renew the 

mind, Revelation tells us to renew our first love. Our pas-

sage in Colossians 3:10 tells us this also.  We are being 

renewed to look like Jesus.  We are growing up in Christ.  

Paul tells his readers that a baby drinks milk. Then as the 

child grows up they move onto a more stable diet.  I am 

concerned that many Christians never allow God to renew 

them. They have added a little chocolate to their milk and 

they like things the way they are or were. No one is going 

to tell them they have to grow up and change.  Usually 

the ones that feel like this are the ones that are self-

centered and want control. Let me illustrate. 

     When I was a child, I played on a baseball team that 

was sponsored by Bays Market in Marion. I never will 

forget the son of the owner coming to a game one day 

with a whole box of Super Bubble bubble-gum. It was a 

huge box of about a million pieces. He doled out one 

piece to each player and then shoved his mouth full. As 

the game got under-way he gave out more to those he 

liked the best, while the rest of us sat around and looked 

on with desire. We were only kids in about the fourth 

grade. The boy was not very good at baseball, but his dad 

had control of the team and he played every game all 

game long. 

(Continued from page 2) 

New Year 

     That is how I view many church folks that have never 

grown in the Lord. They have what they want and they 

have a few friends to share life with. There is nothing 

wrong with that, in and of itself.  However, I believe the 

Word of God tells us that we are to reach out to all peo-

ple. 

     What good are you if you only love those that love 

you?  Luke 6:32  New growth allows for others to take 

hold of things that were yours (really belonging to God 

the whole time) and gives them the chance to be blessed 

by the very thing you were enjoying. Those of us that 

have lived our lives in a Godly manner understand that 

the real blessings are found when you give of yourself in 

a sacrificial way.  

     I just know that you will find this kind of happiness in 

your new year if you will allow God to renew your spirit 

in Christ. Donôt be the boy that has the box of candy all to 

himself.  Donôt withhold from others so that you can be in 

control.  Rather do what the Bible says, "think more 

highly of others than you do yourself".  We all need to 

focus on Godôs way instead of trying to get our own way. 

If we donôt, ówhat thank have weô. Lk. 6:33    

Nowôs the time to start thinking and praying 
about being involved in our upcoming Vacation 
Bible School.  Watch for the sign up sheet to be 
posted in early February. 



My List  

So we have always had this issue and we will always have 

people with different lists. A woman confronted one pas-

tor after a worship service because she had heard through 

the grapevine that he occasionally had a cigar. She said, 

"I'm praying for you pastor." He said, "Sister, I'm praying 

for you, too." She said, "You don't seem to understand. 

I'm praying that God will help you with that nasty habit 

you have. He said, "Well Sister, you don't seem to under-

stand either. I'm praying God will help you keep your 

nose out of my business." 

Do you have a list? Are you checking it twice? Are you 

trying to figure out who's naughty or nice? Forget it. 

You're not Santa Claus and you're definitely not God. At 

one time you were on God's list but He tore it up. Tear up 

your list instead of tearing up other people and keep your 

nose out of God's business. 

Charles Lowery is founder and president of LIFE, Inc. and is in a full time 
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www.charleslowery.com. 

why they'll spend so much time at church doing a lot of 

prophesying and being religious. 

These prophesying people have always been among us. 

Dr. Barnhouse, the theologian of yesteryear, was preach-

ing a Bible conference. Two women cornered him and 

complained about some young girls who were at the con-

ference apparently without stockings and this upset the 

ladies. They told Dr. Barnhouse that women at a church 

service should wear stockings and they wanted him to do 

something about it. When you're the pastor you deal with 

people who come to you and point out what others are 

doing because it doesn't accommodate their list, and they 

want you to do something about it. Keep in mind that this 

stocking incident happened in the 1920s. Barnhouse 

looked at them and said, "The Virgin Mary never wore 

stockings." They gasped and said, "She didn't?" He an-

swered, "In Mary's time stockings were unknown. They 

were first worn by prostitutes in Italy." I love it when an-

other pastor says stuff like that. I know he's in trouble in-

stead of me. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Thank you for your help!  289 jugs collected as of 

12/20/05.  We still need 1,711 by  

March 15th to build our igloo.  

 

Reminder �³ please make sure the jugs are clean when you drop them off.  
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