
By Mark Guetersloh 

There are, in this book we call the Bible, 

66 books written by 40 authors covering 

a period of about 1600 years.  Thirty-nine 

of these books are from the Old Testa-

ment, 27 from the New Testament.  The 

central theme to the entire text, both Old 

and New Testaments, is salvation through 

Jesus Christ.   

I wonder how many Christians could ex-

plain, with scriptural support, the plan of 

salvation strictly through Old Testament 

writings?  Could you?  Maybe youôve 

never really considered this, but the Old 

Testament was all the Apostles had in the 

way of scriptural support.  They were 

eyewitnesses, but for the Jews to whom 

they witnessed, there own experience was 

altogether unimportant compared with 

the inspired word of God.  Jesus Himself, 

after He was raised from the dead ex-

plained this to 2 of the Apostles, 

ñ...beginning at Moses and all the Proph-

ets, He expounded to them in all the 

Scriptures the things concerning Him-

self.ò (Luke 24:27). 

There is however, a fifth Gospel that per-

haps you havenôt heard of.  It seems al-

most forgotten these days, more tattered 

and scattered than the ancient remnants of 

the Dead Sea Scrolls.  Yet it is prized 

exceedingly by those who witness it, and 

where its use abounds, the Body and 

Bride of Christ swells in both number and 
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influence.  Peace abounds and Godôs pur-

poses are full-wrought within Churches 

where this gospel flourishes.  Can you 

guess it?  It is certain you havenôt read 

this Gospel, but it can be seen, and sad it 

is indeed if the viewing of it is short.  It is 

the Gospel of your life and your witness. 

A philosopher of long ago (2135 B.C.) by 

the name of Merikare said the following 

about human character, ñInstill the love of 

you into all the world, for a good charac-

ter is all that is rememberedò.  He was 

right both from secular and Christian 

viewpoints.  The world may remember 

evil people, but reveres and honors those 

who do good.  By the same token, God is 

watching you.  The book of James tells us 

that faith without works is dead (James 

2:17).  Jesus tells us that everything we do 

is recorded in books, awaiting the final 

judgment (Rev. 20:12-15), where punish-

ment and reward will be determined by 

what is written in the books. 

My question to you is this.  How will the 

Gospel of (your name here) read?  Will it 

be full of love, humility, longsuffering, 

peace, joy, hope, service, kindness, and 

other Christ-like attributes and activities?  

Or will it be a tangled web of self-

indulgence, hypocrisy, judgment, betrayal 

and lies?  The choice, my friend, is yours.  

And let me remind you that the truth of 

(Continued on page 7) 



What Church Means 
In Matt. 16:18 Jesus tells the disci-

ples that He is setting up His church 

and that the gates of hell will not be 

able to stand up against it. I spoke 

on this passage recently. What I 

would like you to do is read this 

article prayerfully and consider 

what the scriptures tell us about just 

what church means. 

We can all agree that the New Testament must be fol-

lowed. This is where God almighty revealed His final 

revelation to all mankind for all ages to follow. The next 

event that takes place will be the end of time as we have 

known it. No matter how you view the sequence of events 

leading up to that final end, until then, the New Testament 

must be followed. Jesus set up the church. God inspired 

the scriptures. They are Holy and if an individual is to 

have peace and the full blessings of God in their lives, 

then one needs to follow the New Testament teachings. 

Again, we can all agree that following the New Testament 

is a must. The reason for stressing this point is because 

the New Testamentôs words about the church becomes the 

premise upon which we build our way of worship, the day 

of the week we worship on, the elements we include in 

that worship, and so on and so forth. 

What then is the church as given in the New Testament? 

We know that after the Lord ascended into heaven the 

people gathered together and were taught by the apostles. 

Acts 2:1 states, ñThey were all together in one place.ò 

This scripture tells us that the people were ógathered to-

getherô as a church. Acts 11:22 refers to this gathered 

body of people as the óChurch in Jerusalem.ô Acts 13:1 is 

still another example of a group of people that are gath-

VOLUME 3,  ISSUE 3 Page 2 

ered together called the church at An-

tioch. By this time in the scriptures we 

find that this church had an organizational 

system set up. The text tells of teachers 

and prophets having a prayer meeting. 

Both of these are offices and are listed in 

Ephesians 4:11.  These men were seen as 

leaders `in this church based on the fact 

that they recommend that Paul and Barnabas be sent out 

as missionaries. A structured service followed where the 

church fasted, prayed, and laid hands on the now mission-

aries. These inspired facts are given to us by God Himself 

so that generations of Christians to come would follow 

the pattern of the early church. The only conclusion that a 

serious biblical student desiring to follow God as closely 

as possible according to the Holy Word would make, is 

that these things be followed even today. Based on this 

passage we have the laying on of hands when we set aside 

someone in the ministry. To say that we can move in any 

direction we want to under the so called freedom of the 

individual believer, is wrong. There were and are princi-

ples that must be followed in order to ensure peace and 

harmony in the church that Jesus set up. 

We need to look at some obvious facts that a person can 

find in scripture. You need not have a theological degree 

to see the obvious. One such obvious fact is that all the 

letters in the New Testament were written to local 

churches or to instruct leaders like Timothy and Titus 

who were involved in leading local churches. This fact 

alone calls into check those who want to do their own 

thing outside of the church structure. Church is a group 

orientated thing, a gathered body, not a lone ranger walk 

with the Lord. Can a person have an individual walk with 

the Lord and feel deeply spiritual? Yes, you can, but that 

is not the point here. Jesus, your Lord and Savior set up 

the church. We cannot announce some years later that it 

has run its course and should be avoided simply because 

we become hurt over something. It would be hard to con-

clude, if you read the New Testament Gospels and Epis-

tles, that the church is not to be entered into once a person 

is saved. Just the opposite is found. We see new converts 

being taught by leaders set aside for that purpose. God 

ordained this process and man should not undertake to 

change the Holy scriptures. 

Letôs look at this further. Hebrews 10:25 is the proof text 

we need to convince even the harden heart on this matter. 

Godôs scripture, not Paulôs words or anyone elseôs words, 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Upcoming College and Youth Activities  

March 11, 2006  

7:00 p.m.  

Anna First  

Baptist Church  

Van will leave Fellowship 

parking lot at 6:15 p.m.  

Casting Crowns 
Thursday, April 13, 2006 

7:00 p.m. 
RSEC in Murray, KY 

 

Tickets:    Adultñ$17.00 

   Youthñ$7.00 
 

(Youth  Group will cover $10 of each Youth Ticket) 

Sign up on the Youth bulletin board 



VOLUME 3,  ISSUE 3 Page 4 

Join us for a look at the past and a glance at  
the future at we celebrate 25 years of  

Living in the Light of His Love  
at Fellowship Baptist Church. 

 

Sunday, March 19, 2006 
10:30 a.m. 

 

The celebration will include: 
Special Anniversary Service 
Recognitions and Memorials 

Musical Presentations 
Uzox¢puzs,¡tq,e{¢zsq~,Otuxp~qz¸ ,Ot{u~ 

`tq,Ym ¡q~¸ ,]¢m~¡q¡ 

Remarks and Memories  
from Former Pastors 

Potluck Meal  
 

Potluck will be at Noon 
Afternoon Service will start at 1:30 p.m. 

Love was in the Air! 

Adult C Sunday School Department 

members met Tuesday, February 14, 

2006, in the Christian Family Life 

Center for a Valentines meal, fun 

and games.  Tables were decorated 

in a Valentine themeðvery nice! 

Members brought their baby and wedding pictures for 

viewing.  All had a hilarious time trying to figure out who 

was who.  People sure do change in looks over a long pe-

riod of time. 

We played games.  One game the husbands were asked to 

answer questions describing the likes and dislikes of their 

spouse.  Some husbands knew their wives very well and a 

few not so well!  (No names mentioned!) 

We played pictorial of saying pertaining to Valentineôs 

Day.  We have NO Rembrandts in the group! 

Marjorie Muehlenbein won the door prizeða dozen red 

roses donated by Wayne & Ella Carlton. 

A special thanks to Ella Carlton, Hattie Trover and Doro-

thy Oliver for organizing 

this very fun time.  We 

look forward to our next 

shindig! 

We in the Adult C Depart-

ment invite any one not 

attending Sunday School 

to attend.  We have excel-

lent teachers and good 

discussions! 

Betty Jones 
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Birthdays and  Anniversaries  

1 Ella Carlton  17 Sierra Saunders 

2 Carol Stockdale  21 Dan Kerley 

 Kevin Conroy  25 Brenda Penrod 

5 Haley Bundren  28 Taylor Bundren 

7 David McGill  30 Mike McRoy 

10 Todd Montgomery    

11 Paula Nance   Anniversaries 

15 Tim Cochran  13 Steve & Priscilla Lindsay 

 Lloyd Ross  17 Wayne & Ella Carlton 

16 Megan Rotramel    
If your birth date or anniversary do not appear on this list, or if the date associated with your name is incorrect,  

please let the church office know as soon as possible so that the problem can be fixed. 

Youth Group Update 

Our youth group had a ñWhite Elephantò party and dinner 

on Friday 2/10.  We had an excellent meal, followed by 

air hockey , ping-pong, and a basketball game.  I can hon-

estly say Iôve never won a basketball game before, and 

Steve Jones tells me I can still say that!  After the games, 

we had desert and gifts, some of those white elephants 

may even make their way around again.  Everyone who 

attended had a great time.  Much thanks to Mic for mak-

ing dinner & to Marcia for desert. 

Our next planned trip is to the CCBA youth rally in Anna, 

Saturday March 11th.    Thanks again, John Wells. 

`t¦v{ö§ f{£xu£¬ \¨x¡M 

 
SMALL TOYS 
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Remember they need to fit into the shoe box 
with other items! 
 
Please place in the box in the foyer! 


