
by Greg Asimakoupoulos 
 

No Easter morning would be complete 

without eight little words. These words 

uniquely signal a cherished tradition in 

our home. In the predawn darkness, I 

walk into my daughterôs room, 

bend over and whisper in her ear, 

ñHappy Easter, Ally. Itôs time to 

get up!ò 

Ever since my mid-

dle daughter, Alli-

son, was 7 years 

old, she has accompanied 

me to the sunrise service in our 

town. Of my three daughters, she is 

most willing to brave the cold and 

dark. 

This annual sunrise celebration is 

more than bonding time; itôs the 

perpetuation of a tradition I enjoyed 

with my dad. When I was 7, my 

pastor-father invited me to join him 

at the local ecumenical Easter sun-

rise service. That year, they let me 

help distribute bulletins as worship-

ers arrived. 

I remember his warm hand jostling 

my shoulder as he woke me. I re-

member the woman who sang ñThe Holy 

Cityò ð she had only one arm. Mostly, 

though, I remember how easy it was to 

visualize the first disciples journeying to 

the tomb in the darkness only to find it 

empty. The experience touched me spiri-

tually, and I felt a special closeness to my 

dad. 

Celebrating Easter  
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As my attendance at sunrise services con-

tinued through the years, Allison is the 

only one of my girls that has experienced 

the same joy I felt as a kid. Even so, Iôve 

found other traditions to enjoy with Kris-

tin and Lauren. 

The Easter traditions we enjoy as a 

family help us embrace the 

reality of Christôs 

resurrection. Perhaps 

your family can enjoy 

them as well. 

Å Before Easter, we watch a 

video that illustrates the suffering and 

death of our Savior. Now that The Pas-

sion of the Christ is available and my 

kids are older, we will watch that this 

year. Weôve also enjoyed Jesus of Naz-

areth and the animated version of The 

Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. 

Å The night before Palm Sunday week-

end, we decorate the mantle above our 

fireplace to provide a visual focus of 

the Easter story. It includes an olive 

wood donkey, palm branches, a hand-

made wooden cross and a large rock 

with a hollowed-out center that resem-

bles a tomb. 

Å We attend either a Maundy Thursday or 

Good Friday service. Although our 

girls did not initially enjoy going to 

church in the middle of the week, now 

they ask to go. They value reliving the 

passion of Christ and appreciate the 

meaning of His resurrection. 

Å We have a museum in our community 

that features a Holy Week art exhibit 

as well as a life-size mural of the cruci-

fixion, so we visit it on Good Friday 

afternoon. After quietly pondering 

what Jesus did for us on the Cross, we 

always eat out at T.G.I. Fridayôs. 

Å On Easter weekend we deliver home-

made cards to our neighbors. Our to-

ken of friendship and faith stands out 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Upcoming College and Youth Activities  

Casting Crowns 
Thursday, April 13, 2006 

7:00 p.m. 
RSEC in Murray, KY 
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ñ...the friend of the bridegrooméò (John 3:29) 
Goodness and purity should never be traits that draw at-

tention to themselves, but should simply be magnets that 

draw people to Jesus Christ.  If my holiness is not draw-

ing others to Him, it is not the right kind of holiness; it is 

only an influence which awakens undue emotions and 

evil desires in people and diverts them from heading in 

the right direction.  A person who is a beautiful saint can 

be a hindrance in leading people to the Lord by presenting 

only what Christ has done for him, instead of presenting  

Jesus Christ Himself.  Others will be left with this 

thoughtðñWhat a fine person that man is!ò  That is not 

being a true ñfriend of the bridegroomòð I am increasing 

all the time; He is not. 

To maintain this friendship and faithfulness to the Bride-

groom, we have to be more careful to have the moral and 

vital relationship to Him above everything else, including 

obedience.  Sometimes there is nothing to obey and our 

only task is to maintain a vital connection with Jesus 

Christ, seeing that nothing interferes with it.  Only occa-

sionally is it a matter of obedience.  At those times when 

a crisis arises, we have to find out what Godôs will is.  Yet 

most of your life is not spent trying to be consciously obe-

dient, but in maintaining this relationshipðbeing the 

ñfriend of the bridegroom.ò  

Christians work can actually be a 

means of diverting a personôs 

focus away from Jesus Christ.  

Instead of beings friends ñof the 

bridegroom,ò  we may become 

amateur providences of God to 

someone, working against Him 

while we use His weapons. 

Quoted from ñMy Utmost for His High-

estò 

The youth group is raising funds to help support those going  

on the summer mission trip to Louisiana in July.  

 

T- Shirts  
Baseball Caps  
Bible Covers  
Gift Items  

 

All items are $15.00  

 

See them all in brochure on the Youth bulletin Board  

See a youth or Steve Jones for more information or to place an order.  



Thank you for your help!  1500 jugs collected as of 

03/30/06.  We still need 500 by May 15th to build our igloo.  

 

Reminder ñplease make sure the jugs are clean when you drop them off.  
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Easter 

because others rarely send Easter cards. 

Å My wife has a traditional joy that is hers alone. On 

Easter, she doesnôt have to cook. Following the ser-

vice, we go to our favorite family-owned breakfast 

place that makes incredible baked German pancakes. 

Å After Allison and I return from our Easter sunrise ser-

vice, I put Handelôs Messiah on the CD player. As we 

dress for church and open our Easter baskets, the time-

less strains of ñComfort Ye,ò ñAll We Like Sheepò and 

the ñHallelujah Chorusò fill our home with reminders 

of our Savior. 

Greg Asimakoupoulos celebrates Easter with his family in 

Naperville, Ill. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Join us for    

VISITATION  

SUNDAY  

April 9 th   

at 2:00 p.m.  
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Birthdays and  Anniversaries  

1 Adam Waller  15 Clayton Penrod 
 Bonnita LeGault  16 Emily Rotramel 

3 Alice Ross  24 Meighan Smith 
4 Dorothy Kelley    
5 Dale Russell   Anniversaries 
7 Macy Nance  8 Stanley & Ruth Ann Jackson 
11 Dorothy Oliver  18 Carl & Opal Lingle 
 Lorylee Hensley  26 Wendell & Joanne Cantrell 

If your birth date or anniversary do not appear on this list, or if the date associated with your name is incorrect,  

please let the church office know as soon as possible so that the problem can be fixed. 

Easter Morning  
April 16th at 6:00 a.m.  

Breakfast will be served following 
the service.  There is sign up sheet 
on the bulletin board.  


