
spring, I made some observa-

tions. I noticed that the longer 

a stain remained, the harder it 

was to clean and that some 

blemishes are more easily dis-

lodged than others. I became 

aware that although some 

things started out small, they 

could harden into stubborn 

blotches that were almost 

impossible to remove. 

At this time of year when our minds turn 

to spring cleaning our physical houses, it 

might be a good time to look at cleaning 

our spiritual houses also. It may be a 

good time to check the foundation of our 

spirits, look underneath the fixtures of our 

hearts for the dust of laziness or spiritual 

apathy, go over pet beliefs with a fine-

toothed comb, and roll up the shirt 

sleeves and go after the sticky mess of 

bitterness and unforgiveness. 

The Solid Foundation of Jesus Christ 

You may be thinking, ñYeah, okay. Any-

body reading this Christian article knows 

that the foundation of our faith is Jesus!ò 

Not necessarily. My husband was a faith-

ful church member for over 20 years and 

didnôt really know Jesus. He was the 

president of the choir in a large metro-

politan church and on several church 

committees. He was an ordained deacon 

who one day realized he had never fully 

surrendered to Jesus. His name was on a 

church roll, but he didnôt have a personal 

relationship with Jesus. I was visiting 

with a lady recently at a womenôs minis-

try meeting who had gone to church all 

her life, but until a few years ago she 

never heard that Jesus saves. 

It happens. People are church 

members, but they donôt know 

Jesus. Take spiritual inventory of 

the foundation of your life. Is it 

(Continued on page 5) 

Written by Golden Keyes Parsons.   This article 

courtesy of Mature Living. 

Spring has definitely arrived. This fact 

was clearly announced by the delicate 

beauty of the large dogwood tree re-

flected in the lakeôs shimmering water. 

Smaller dogwoods and redbud trees dot-

ted the hill from the shore of the lake to 

the lodge of the conference center my 

husband and I directed. The tranquility of 

that scene ended abruptly at the doorway 

to the lodge. 

Inside, a frenzy of activity heralded the 

arrival of the season with a plethora of 

cleaning paraphernalia scattered through-

out the lodge, dining hall, kitchen, and 

dormitory. A fierce inventory of the facil-

ity was needed so that all would be in 

order when camp started in a few short 

weeks. We turned, marked, and cleaned 

mattresses. We checked the foundations 

of the beds. We dusted ledges over win-

dows and doors, baseboards, beneath and 

behind furniture. Stubborn filth clung to 

the grout in the bathroom tile. It took 

painstaking effort with a tiny brush to 

ferret it out, little by little. The deep fat 

fryers and commercial stoves were 

moved so we could clean 

the walls and floors 

where grease had splat-

tered and adhered in a 

sticky mess.  

As we went through this 

process every 
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Upcoming College and Youth Activities  

The youth group is raising funds to help support those going on the summer mission  
trip to Louisiana in July.  

 

T- Shirts 1  Baseball Caps 1  Bible Covers 1  Gift Items  

All items are $15.00  

See them all in brochure on the Youth bulletin Board  

See a youth or Steve Jones for more information or to place an order.  



VOLUME 3,  ISSUE 5 Page 3 

Grandma's Butter and Bible  

Written by Nick Holloway.   This article is courtesy of Mature Living. 

Grandma died several years ago at the age of 89. Her en-

tire life was spent at her birthplace in the mountains of 

western North Carolina. She led a quiet life, never head-

ing a large company or becoming the president of a uni-

versity. Yet, I can't imagine what my life would be like 

now if I had not had the opportunity to witness hers. 

One quality Grandma demonstrated to me was persever-

ance. When I was a child, I often watched her produce 

beautiful, yellow butter from a small amount of pure, 

white milk. As she rocked in her cane-strung chair, her 

hand rhythmically moved up and down with the churn 

handle. Sometimes the butter 

developed quickly, but on other 

occasions she had to churn for 

what seemed like hours. She 

never complained about spend-

ing her time churning the but-

ter and bringing it to just the 

right consistency.  

Grandma also taught me the 

importance of being pre-

pared. Before she started 

making the butter, she me-

ticulously gathered her 

tools ð her churn, the 

wooden churn handle, and the paddle that moved the 

foam about until it turned to butter. Another necessary 

tool for Grandma was her rocking chair. And without 

question, her favorite tool was her Bible. 

As Grandma churned, she rocked back and forth, main-

taining a steady motion between churning and rocking. 

While her hand guided the churn handle, she read her Bi-

ble and memorized Scripture passages. 

As I played nearby, she read verses aloud to me and had 

me repeat them back to her. Although I didn't realize what 

she was doing at the time, she was actually helping me to 

memorize Scriptures that would impact my life. 

We no longer get our butter through the time-consuming 

and labor-intensive method of churning. We simply go to 

the grocery store and buy as much as we need. So what 

methods do we modern grandparents employ to teach our 

grandchildren? Or are we too busy to teach them? 

In our waning days, we need to plant seeds in the children 

whose lives we have the opportunity to influence, just as 

my grandmother did in me. So as we go about the busi-

ness of our daily lives, let's look for opportunities to 

model godly qualities and to teach children life-sustaining 

passages that will be valuable to them throughout their 

lives. 

Nick Holloway is an accountant from Irving, Texas. 

I've put my life in your hands. 

You won't drop me, 

you'll never let me down. 

Psalm 31:5 
(The Message) 

http://www.lifeway.com/common/clickthru/0,1603,Link%253D212832,00.html?X=/lwc/article_main_page/0%2C1703%2CA%253D159904%2526M%253D200007%2C00.html
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What is the National Day of Prayer? 

The National Day of Prayer was established 

as an annual event in 1952 by a joint resolution 

of the United States Congress and signed into 

law by President Harry S. Truman. The obser-

vance of the National Day of Prayer is founded 

on the constitutional rights of freedom of 

speech and freedom of religion and can be 

celebrated by all Americans.  

www.nationaldayofprayer.org/  

2006 Prayer for the Nation 
Dr. Henry Blackaby 

 

Oh Heavenly Father, You have made Yourself known to us as a nation 

 by Your mighty works throughout our history. 

From the beginning, You have 

been with us through many wars and conflicts; Your right 

arm has saved us. We have 

been amazingly and 

graciously blessed. 

 

Today, we confess our sin 

of not responding to Your 

right to rule in our lives and our nation. Too often we have 

despised and rejected Your will while imposing our own, and we 

are now facing the consequences 

of our disobedience. 

Draw us back to Yourself 

that we may return to Your 

ways once again. 

Without You we can do nothing. 

You have promised that if we 

honor You, You will once again honor this great nation. 

 

That is our fervent prayer. 

For Your honor and glory we pray, 

Amen. 
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Cleaning 

anchored in the Lord Jesus? Has there ever been a time 

when you laid your sin and your heart at the feet of Jesus 

and asked Him to take over your life? If not, stop your 

cleaning process right now and establish the foundation 

by getting to know Jesus. My husband says, ñItôs a lot 

easier to live the Christian life when you are one!ò 

The Dust of Spiritual Indifference 

Sometimes dirt creeps into our houses simply through a 

lack of discipline. Nobody tracked it in. No dirt monster 

schemed to muddy up the place. But, mysteriously, dust 

begins to appear. It seems to be fairly innocuous. It is not 

particularly repelling, nasty, or grimy. It causes no appar-

ent harm. But it mars the shine of the furniture. We pass 

by the piece of furniture every day and never notice the 

gathering grit because it is so small. Then suddenly one 

day we walk by and notice that someone has written, 

ñClean me!ò on the tabletop. It no longer shines. And the 

dust collects in corners and around baseboards and shouts 

to visitors that a careless housekeeper resides within. 

In much the same way our spiritual lives can collect un-

wanted particles ïlint of laziness. We get busy with our 

daily livesï taking children to school, doing laundry, go-

ing to work, attending churchï and neglect to make time 

for meeting with the Lord on a daily basis. And by this, I 

donôt mean a legalistic, perfunctory dash through a devo-

(Continued from page 1) 

Join us for    

VISITATION  

SUNDAY  

May 21st  

at 2:00 p.m.  

Thank you for your help! Approxi-
mately 1800 jugs collected as of 

04/30/06.  We still need 200 by 
May 15th to build our igloo.  

 
Reminder �³ please make sure the jugs are 

clean when you drop them off.  

tional, but a meeting with the Lord to worship Him and to 

get instructions for the day. 

Major Ian Thomas, founder of Torchbearers, was leading 

a pastorsô conference for us at the conference center. 

ñMajor Thomas,ò someone asked, ñwhat do you think 

about a daily quiet time?ò 

ñIdolatry!ò he shot back in his delightful British accent. 

You could hear the gasps around the table. ñUnless your 

sole purpose is to meet with Jesus,ò he expounded with a 

chuckle. 

If the image of Jesus is to be reflected in our lives, we 

need to meet with Him on a daily basis and keep the dust 

of spiritual indifference cleared away. 

The Grime of Pet Beliefs and Traditions 

I heard someone say, ñI donôt care if it is scriptural, Iôm 

not comfortable with it.ò We need to be very careful when 

we allow ourselves to get in a position where we would 

rather be comfortable with our pet beliefs and traditions 

than follow what the Bible 

teaches. 

I remember being told as a 

youth minister that certain teen-

agers couldnôt ride on the 

church bus. I was horrified. I 

told the pastor that as long as 

the church wanted me to lead 

the youth program, all students 

were welcome. That church was 

not following Godôs Word, but 

rather indulging a prejudice. 

Jesus had something to say about a similar situation: 

ñYou have a fine way of setting aside the commands of 

God in order to observe your own traditions!éThus you 

nullify the word of God by your traditionò (Mark 7:9, 13). 

We may need to clean out that grime in our lives with a 

fine-toothed comb just as I had to get on my hands and 

knees every spring and, with a small brush, clean the 

grout between the tiles on the floor of the bathrooms. It 

was not easy. It was painful to ferret out the stubborn 

(Continued on page 6) 


