
lic relations piece. No, they 
were to go personally. 

Visitation Is Effective 
Times have changed since 
the first century, but people 
havenõt. No matter how 
much a person may try to 
build a relationship of trust 
through impersonal means, 
nothing replaces a hand-
shake (remember, high 
touch), a voice with a face, 
and dialog that has sub-

Written by Joe R. Stacker  

Many contemporary church 
growth experts do not in-
clude personal visitation 
through the Sunday School 
as a viable action for 
growth. Many emphasize 
the importance of market-
ing the church, using tele-
marketing and direct mail. 

For many churches personal 
visitation is not a relic of the 
past. It is alive and well. 
According to a 2005 
George Barna survey, visita-
tion ranks fourth on a list of 
church priorities next to 
discipleship development, 
evangelism, and preaching. 

Leading futurists stress the 
need for òhigh touchó in the 
midst of our high-tech life-
style. Simply stated, per-

sons who live day-in-and-
day-out with machines need 
people around them to en-
hance their own identity, 
self-concept, and worth 
before God. Thatõs one 
reason personal visitation 
remains vital. Let us ex-
plore further the relation-
ship of visitation to church 
growth.  

Visitation Is Biblical 
Jesus said, òI have come that 
they may have lifeó (John 
10:10, HCSB). Jesus came 
personally to planet earthñ
a personal presence in a real 
place. He came to announce 
life: life with God by con-
fession of sin and through 
faith in Jesus the Christ. In 
Matthew 28:19-20, Jesus 
told His disciples to go, not 
just to send a card or a pub-

A C ASE FOR SUNDAY  SCHOOL  V ISITATION  

T HE GROUND  THAT  W ASNõT  T HERE 

As a teenage smart aleck, I 
often thought I was above 
the laws of God, man, and 
physics. One night, two 
friends and I took the 1940 
Cadillac of a friendõs father 
for a joy ride (aka: we stole 
a car). 

Both of my buddies had 

driven before, even though 
they, like me, were only 
14. But I had notñand this 
car needed coordination 
between the clutch, brake, 
and accelerator pedals, as 
well as a òreach-out-and-
search foró shift lever. I 
guess I did pretty well when 
it was my turn to driveñat 

least I drove this mobile 
weapon three blocks, even 
if it was entirely in first 
gear. Fortunately, the front 
room of a lovely coupleõs 
home stopped me before I 
hurt anyone. I didnõt stay 
for introductions. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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The First Place movement has 
taken the nation by storm! 
Started in 1981as a ministry 
of First Baptist Church of 
Houston, First Place is a reli-
able, proven method of 
weight loss and balanced liv-
ing. It continues to grow as a 
strong church program. First 
Place has had groups in 
12,000 churches across the 
countryñwith over a half 
million members! 

The tremendous success of 
First Place is due to its biblical 
approach to weight manage-
ment, which puts Christ first 
and improves every area of a 
personõs life: spiritual, physi-
cal, mental and emotional. This 
Christ-centered, balanced 
weight-loss program has 
guided hundreds of thousands 
of people to a healthy lifestyle 
and a closer walk with the 
Lord. The program includes 
Bible study, group support 
and accountability; a proven, 
common-sense nutrition plan; 
regular exercise; daily prayer; 
and Scripture memorization. 

The First Place program con-
sists of nine categories, which 
make up the "commitments" 
that each member is asked to 
prayerfully consider and fol-
low when joining a class: 

 Attendance  

 Encouragement 

 Prayer 
Bible Reading 

 Scripture Memory 

 Bible Study 

 "Live-It" Plan 

 Commitment Record 

 Exercise 

First Place offers a series of 
Bible studies. These studies 
address many issues of every-
day life and provide opportu-
nities for growth in Christ. 
Members complete a weekly 
Bible study whichñ
combined with prayer and 
Scripture readingñhelps to 
impart God's strength, em-
powering members to over-
come temptation and make 
long-lasting lifestyle changes. 

The new study, Pathway to 
Success,  will challenge mem-
bers to begin the journey of 
success through a practical 
look at the qualities and be-
haviors that produce growth 
in the Christian life. Each 
First Place Bible study con-
tains 10 weekly studies to 
guide members day-by-day in 
preparation for the meeting at 
which the week's lesson is 
discussed. Each study will also 
include Scripture memory 
verses and other information 
pages pertinent to the pro-
gram. 

Our First Place Group meets 
each Sunday at 5:00 p.m. 
with a short break between 
studies.  Pathway to Success 
will begin on September 10, 
2006 and run for 10 weeks.  
There will be a sign up sheet 
posted August 13th.  Please 
sign up early to reserve a 
book.  Books will cost $10.00 
each.  New participants will 
also receive at First Place 
binder with all necessary pro-
gram materials. 

BE IN  FIRST PLACE  
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N EW STUDY  

BEGINS 

 

SEPTEMBER 10TH  

5:00 P.M. 



A grandmother was surprised 
by her 7-year-old grandson 
one morning. He had made 
her coffee. She drank what 
was the worst cup of coffee in 
her life. When she got to the 
bottom, there were three of 
those little green Army men 
in the cup. She said òHoney, 
what are these army men 
doing in my coffee?ó Her 
grandson said, òGrandma, it 
says on TV, ôThe best part of 
waking up is soldiers in your 
cup!õó 

 

 

When my grandson asked me 
how old I was, I teasingly 
replied òIõm not sure.ó òLook 
in your underwear, 
Grandma,ó he advised. òMine 
says I'm four.ó 

 

 

My grandson was visiting one 
day when he asked, "Granma, 
do you know how you and 
God are alike?"    I mentally 
polished my halo while I 
asked, "No, how are we 
alike?"    "You're both old," 
he replied. 

 

 

A ten-year-old, under the 
tutelage of her grandmother, 
was becoming quite knowl-
edgeable about the Bi-
ble.  Then one day she 
floored her grandmother by 
asking, "Which Virgin was 
the mother of Jesus:  the Vir-
gin Mary or the King James 
Virgin?" 

 

 

The reason grandparents and 
grandchildren get along so 

well is that they have a com-
mon enemy. ~ Sam Levinson 

 

 

A 6-year old was asked where 
his grandmother lived.  òOh,ó 
he said, òshe lives at the air-
port, and when we want her 
we just go get her.  Then 
when weõre done having here 
visit, we take her back to the 
airport.ó 

 

 

My granddaughter came to 
spend a few weeks with me, 
and I decided to teach her to 
sew. After I had gone through 
a lengthy explanation of how 
to thread the machine, she 
stepped back, put her hands 
on her hips, and said in disbe-
lief, "You mean you can do 
all that, but you can't operate 
my Game Boy?" 

O UT  OF THE MOUTHS  OF GRANDCHILDREN  
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GRANDPARENTS, 

LIKE HEROES, ARE 

AS NECESSARY 

TO  A CHILD 'S 

GROWTH  AS 

VITAMINS .  

 

~JOYCE ALLSTON 

a simple supper for all those 
wanting to attend.   Meals 
will be served between 6-
6:30 p.m. and currently  
there is no cost to enjoy this 
meal.  The Fellowship Com-
mittee will decide next 
month is there will be a 
nominal cost in future 
months. 

Of course, though the meal is 
free, there is a catch...if you 
are here to eat, you need to 
be here for the Meeting! 

A sign up sheet will be posted 
each month, two Sundays 

prior to the meeting.  The 
menu will be posted at that 
time as well.  The Committee 
asks that you sign up so they 
can be sure to have enough 
food on hand without having 
too much!  

If you would like additional 
information on these suppers, 
please see Hattie Trover or  
other member of the Fellow-
ship  Committee. 

You do not need to be a 
member to attend...all fami-
lies interested are welcome 
(just remember to stay for the 

Have you noticed that people 
tend to be a hair late for our 
monthly business meetings?  
Could this be because it is 
very difficult to work or go to 
school all day, come home, 
cook dinner, eat, then rush 
off to church...dragging the 
entire family behind you? 

Our Fellowship Committee 
has recognized a need and is 
here to help! 

Each month (starting in Sep-
tember), before our Business 
Meeting, the Fellowship 
Committee will be providing 

MONTHLY  MEALS ARE COMING  
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by Jeanne Zornes 

Every family has its stories of 
times when God was faithful. 
But these stories are only 
meaningful if we remember 
them. 

Our family decided to keep a 
tangible reminder of God's 
goodness right in our living 
room. We call it our Faith 
Box. It's really just a little 
glass-fronted shadow box 
with various compartments. 
But rather than mementoes of 
vacations or events, these 
compartments hold symbols 
of times that God helped us in 
special ways. 

We began our Faith Box after 
hearing friends tell of framing 
the first dollar they earned 
after working off a large debt. 
Every time they saw it, they 
remembered how God faith-
fully helped them through 
that difficult time. Their 
model came from Joshua 4, 
where God held back the 
floodwaters of the Jordan 
River while the Israelites 

crossed over. While the 
priests waited in the middle 
of the riverbed, a representa-
tive of each tribe carried a 
large rock to be stacked in a 
memorial mound on the west 
bank. For years, those stones 
reminded people of how God 
kept his word to bring them 
to the Promised Land. 

Today, instead of river rocks, 
we use other symbols to me-
morialize our own 
"faithfulness" stories. For 
example, a hospital bracelet 
tells of a faith-testing surgery. 
A little bag of broken auto 
glass speaks of the time God 
protected us when a drunk 
driver hit us. 

Here's how to create your 
own Faith Box: 

Make personal symbols. Our 
box includes a rolled sheet of 
paper labeled "mortgage" that 
reminds us how a commit-
ment to thrift enabled us to 
pay off our home. Another 
has the words "Mammoñ
Psalm 90" for a cancer-free 

test report and the Bible pas-
sage that carried me through 
that time. 

Check out craft stores. Some 
of our symbols are really doll-
house supplies from a craft 
store. A tiny telephone tells 
of the phone call that led to 
our marriage. Miniature 
bears, one with a blue ribbon, 
the other pink, represent the 
births of our children. 

Include the past é and the 
future. In one slot I put a 
LifeSavers candy to recall the 
time my husband nearly 
drowned in a river tubing 
accidentña story our chil-
dren had not heard until we 
assembled the Faith Box. A 
few spaces are empty, for we 
expect more "faith moments" 
in our lives. 

One day I overheard my 
daughter explaining the box's 
contents to a non-Christian 
friend. That's when I knew 
that the Faith Box was no 
ordinary decoration. 

seconds of aerobatics and 
forty feet of empty air, I hit 
the ground in a heap. As you 
can see, I lived. But thatõs 
another story. 

What I thought was a firm 
foundation and a sanctuary 
was actually an illusion. So it 
is with so many in the world 
today. They believe all they 
have to do is take shelter in 

Running for my life, I headed 
for the woods. Leaping over a 
railing on a municipal stair-
way, I glimpsed a large bush 
in front of me and leaped for 
its sanctuary. Unfortunately, 
the bush was growing out on 
the ledge of an embank-
mentñthe ground I assumed 
was there wasnõt. After a few 

(Continued from page 1) their things, their careers, 
their families, their diver-
sions, their hobbies, their 
clubs, their portfolios, or in 
themselves. There they can 
hide from the laws of man 
and God. Fools they are! 
These foundations are gossa-
mer fabric. ñadapted from 
John Gillmartin 

T HE FAITH  BOX : TELL THE STORY OF YOUR  FAMILYõS LIFE WITH  GOD  

GROUND ... 
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IN  THE FUTURE, 

WHEN  YOUR  

CHILDREN ASK YOU , 

'WHAT  DO  THESE 

STONES MEAN?' TELL 

THEM THAT  THE 

FLOW OF THE 

JORDAN  WAS CUT  

OFF BEFORE THE ARK 

OF THE COVENANT  

OF THE LORD. 

W HEN IT  CROSSED 

THE JORDAN , THE 

WATERS OF THE 

JORDAN  WERE CUT  

OFF. THESE STONES 

ARE TO  BE A 

MEMORIAL TO  THE 

PEOPLE OF ISRAEL 

FOREVER."  

ñJOSHUA 4:6-7 

òNEVERTHELESS, 

THE FIRM 

FOUNDATION  OF 

GOD  STANDETH.ó 

ñ2 T IMOTHY  

2:19 



When Dan Richardson lost 
his battle with cancer, the 
following piece was distrib-
uted at his memorial service. 

Cancer is limitedé 

- It cannot cripple love,  

- It cannot corrode faith,  

- It cannot eat away peace, 

- It cannot destroy confi-
dence,  

- It cannot kill friendship, 

- It cannot shut out memo-
ries,  

- It cannot silence courage,  

- It cannot invade the soul,  

- It cannot reduce eternal 
life,  

- It cannot quench the 
Spirit,  

- It cannot lessen the power 
of the resurrection.  

You cannot deny that you 

have the disease, but you can 
deny despair from taking con-
trol. Wherever you are, 
whatever your circumstances, 
call for Godõs daily delivery 
of wisdom, strength, and 
grace. 

Each morning, slam the door 
on despair. If you donõt, it 
will slip in and rob you. And 
youõll soon find a peace miss-
ing. 

CANCER IS SO LIMITED  

1940s and 1950s may still 
have their place, but new 
ways to touch people person-
ally for Christ must be found 
and used by 21st century be-
lievers. We need to anticipate 
the possibilities for the future 
in reaching people for Christ. 
For example, the wedding of 
television and telephones has 
occurred. Therefore, in the 
not too distant future we will 
be able to òvisitó people elec-
tronically from own home. A 
visit could last 30 seconds or 
30 minutes, depending on the 
circumstances. 

A Final Word 
No visitation program or ef-
fort can be effective without 
trained callers. Any church 
that doesnõt provide training 
for visitation has shut the 
door on the future of visita-
tion in the church. 

Great Commission churches 
teach 21st century disciples 
all that Jesus commanded and 
taught. Jesus said, òGoé 

make disciples.ó That princi-
ple will not change, even if 
our methods do. 

Visitation dead? No way. It 
only needs to be adapted to 
todayõs situations. Visitation, 
especially through the Sunday 
School, remains a viable 
method for church growth. 

Adapted from Harry M. Piland. 1994. 
"Going...One on One: A Comprehensive Guide 
for Making Personal Visits." Nashville: 
Convention Press. Found on LifeWay.com.  

 

 

 

 

Coming Next Month: 

Successful 
Home Visits  
Written by Sandy Lassiter  

stance. In the world of sales, 
personal contacts are still the 
top way to get people to buy. 
I have come to realize that the 
vast majority of ministry re-
lated decisions made in a year 
were by people who had been 
called on personally in their 
homes, offices, or at some 
neutral site. 

Visitation Is Flexible 
In our age of speed and flexi-
bility, visitation doesnõt have 
to be bound to a single time 
period. Every church needs to 
have a visitation time, and 
every church needs to look at 
ways to encourage visitation. 
Many people visit a certain 
day of the week. Itõs just a 
matter of going some place to 
knock on someoneõs door. 
However, the most important 
factor isnõt when you do it, 
but that you do it. 

Visitation Has a Future 
The study of trends is both 
interesting and challenging. 
The visitation methods of the 

PAGE 7 VOLUME 3A, ISSUE 8 

òPEACE I LEAVE 

WITH  YOU , MY  

PEACE I GIVE 

UNTO  YOU : NOT  

AS THE WORLD  

GIVETH, GIVE I 

UNTO  YOU . LET 

NOT  YOUR  

HEART BE 

TROUBLED, 

NEITHER LET IT  

BE AFRAID.ó  

JOHN  14:27 

V ISITATION ... 

O UTREACH 

V ISITATION  

 

 

SUNDAY  

AUGUST 13TH  

2:00 P.M. 



W E³RE  ON  THE  W EB!  

www.fe l lowshipbapt is tv ienna.com 

890 Senior Avenue 
Vienna, IL  62995-1540 

Phone: 618-658-5581 
Fax: 618-658-3432 

E-mail: fellowship@fellowshipbaptistvienna.com 

Estimated time to complete recipe: 
20-30 minutes for 12 muffins 

Description of lunch box recipe: 
Gets the vegetables and meat into my kids in 
one neat and handy package.  

Directions: 
Prepare a corn bread box mix as directed on 
the box. Add 1-3 sliced hotdogs to the mix. 
Spoon into paper muffin cups and bake as 
directed on the box. Freeze and thaw as 
needed.  

Other suggestions and comments: 
My kids eat these hot or cold. Try adding a 
can of whole corn niblets, or dipping in 
ketchup or honey. 

Recipe found at www.familyeducation.com 

CORN  D OG  MUFFINS 

God is a little like General Electric (light bulb) 
He lights your path.  

God is a little like Bayer Aspirin 
He works wonders.  

God is a little like Hallmark Cards... 
He cared enough to send the very best.  

God is a little like Tide 
He gets out the stains that others leave behind.  

God is a little like VO-5 Hair Spray 
He holds through all kinds of weather.  

God is a little like Dial Soap 
Aren't you glad you know Him? 
Don't you wish everyone did?  

God is a little like Sears 
He has everything.  

Submitted by Barbara Colvin 

GOD  IS A LITTLE LIKE... 
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