
standing the terms and 
questions involved. What 
exactly is a calling? Is God's 
call restricted to those in 
vocational ministry, or does 
He also call people to be 
engineers or auto-shop me-
chanics? Is the call of God a 
one-time event, or can it 
change from one season to 
the next? How do we rec-
ognize the call from God 
when (or if) it comes? 

For some Christians, ques-
tions like these lead to even 
more confusing dilemmas. 
How specific is God's call 
on our lives? Does His call 
include directing where we 
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Written by Michael D. Warden  

This article is courtesy of Christian Sin-
gle magazine. 
 
"The mass of men lead lives 
of quiet desperation," ob-
served Henry David Tho-
reau, sitting in his makeshift 
cabin on the shores of Wal-
den Pond. Though he 
penned those words more 
than 150 years ago, they 
still haunt our thoughts to-
day. 

Deep down, we all know 
what "quiet desperation" is 
and where it comes from. 
It's the unanswered longing 
for purpose ñ the echoing 
question in our souls that 
never quite fades away: 

"Why am I here? Who am I 
called to be? What's the 
point of my life?" These are 
questions of the human soul 
that matter more than any 
others. 

Perhaps it's the importance 
of these questions that has 
led many Christians to bat-
tle intensely with the issue 
of "calling." Why did God 
place me here in this par-
ticular location at this par-
ticular time in history? 
What's His specific purpose 
for me? 

What's a "Calling" 
Anyway? 
One great difficulty we face 
in discerning God's "call" 
on our lives is in under-

CALLED AND  CONFUSED 

SUCCESSFUL H OME V ISITS 
Written by Sandy Lassiter  

Think of all the things you 
learn about a person while 
visiting his or her home: 

B Who else lives there?  

B What does the person 
likeñhobbies, books, 
music?  

B Does the person live in a 
warm, happy environ-
ment; or is there emo-

tional tension in the air?  

Encouraging teachers to 
make home visits is encour-
aging them to experience 
success in ministry. Visiting 
the homes of Sunday School 
members shows you are 
concerned about their lives 
at church and away from 
church. Taking concern for 
each family beyond the 
walls of the church and in-

side the walls of each home 
creates powerful founda-
tions for life-changing rela-
tionships. 

As you begin a brand new 
Sunday School year, remind 
teachers of these strategies 
and ideas: 

If the learner is a pre-
schooler, child, or teen, 

(Continued on page 9) 

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH  

SEPTEMBER 2006 VOLUME 3A, ISSUE 9 

GLAD T IDINGS 

SEPTEMBER  

FELLOWSHIP  EVENT  

 

 

 
Annual  

Fish Fry 

Saturday 

September 9th 

5:30 p.m. 

I NSIDE  THIS  ISSUE: 

COMING  SOON  2 

T IME TO  SMILE 3 

PUZZLE PAGE 4 

BIRTHDAYS 6 

CALENDAR 6 

D ISS-FUNK -SUN 8 

SPEAKERS 10 



PAGE 2 GLAD T IDINGS 

FOLLOW the PATHWAY to SUCCESS  

A 10-week Bible Study  

First Place meets at 5:00 p.m.  

Cost is $10.00 for book and additional materials.   

See Phyllis Royster for more information 



I get it, Mom! 

We taught our 3-year-old son 
about the Ten Command-
ments and that saying òOh, 
Godó was taking the name of 
the Lord in vain.  It was never 
to be said unless in prayer. 

At breakfast on morning, a 
couple of flies were buzzing 
around his head while he was 
trying to et.  Growing tired 
of the nuisance, he blurted 
out, òOh, God, I wish these 
flies would go away!ó  realiz-

ing the error, he quickly 
added, òAmen!ó 

 

Is my face red? 

Our women's prayer group 
decided to invite our hus-
bands to watch a video on 
relationships with us.  My 
children knew they would be 
spending the evening with 
their grandparents because 
we were having a parents-
only gathering. 

Between errands that day, I 
took our children for hair-

cuts.  The barber asked out 
quiet 7-year-old, Nathan, if 
he any big plans that night.  
òNo,ó he sighed, òIõm going 
to my grandparentsõ house 
because Mommy and daddy 
are having friends from 
church over for supper and 
adult movies.ó 

 

Been thereñbut donõt re-
member it 

When our son, John, was 3 
years old, he Sunday school 
teacher was teaching about 
heaven.  He told here heõd 

T AKE TIME TO  SMILE! 

For example, did God call 
Paul to remain a tent-maker, 
or did Paul make that choice 
on his own? Did God call 
Lydia to be a maker of purple 
cloth? The Scriptures don't 
tell us one way or the other. 

Not that the Bible is silent on 
the topic of God's call on our 
lives ñ far from it. There are 
many verses in the Bible con-
cerning our calling as Chris-
tians which are abundantly 
clear. 
 
Fulfilling God's Grand 
Story 
Perhaps the struggle to define 
God's calling on our lives isn't 
because God is failing to an-
swer our questions, but be-
cause we're asking the wrong 
questions from the start. In-
stead of fretting over the 
question, "What is God's call 

for me?" perhaps we should 
be asking the simpler ques-
tion: "What is God's call?" 
Could it be that our perspec-
tive is too self-centered, too 
focused on "me" and "my 
personal fulfillment"? Maybe 
this whole business of dis-
cerning God's call on our lives 
isn't so much about defining 
the details of our individual 
stories as it is about fulfilling 
God's grand story of salvation 
and eternal life through His 
Son, Jesus Christ. 

The New Testament is full of 
divine revelation concerning 
God's call on our lives as fol-
lowers of Christ. When it 
comes to how we are to live, 
God's call for each of us is 
crystal clear. But is that all 
there is? What can we know 
about God's purpose for us as 

(Continued on page 7) 

should live? Whom we should 
marry (or if we should marry 
at all)? Which church we 
should join? Too often, our 
frustration over trying to an-
swer these questions leads us 
to a spiritual paralysis. Not 
wanting to disobey God's call, 
we end up heaping all of our 
questions together in a convo-
luted pile and dumping them, 
en mass, into God's divine 
lap. Then we sit in a long, 
aching silence, resolving to do 
nothing but wait for His an-
swer. 

But is it really God's will to 
dictate to us what direction to 
take in major decisions we 
face? If so, then why does the 
Bible seem so vague on God's 
role in many of the specific 
decisions His followers made? 

(Continued from page 1) 
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If you 

want to 

make God 

laugh, tell 

him about 

your plans.  

~Woody Allen~  

CALLED... 
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To solve this puzzles, insert the letters in each column into the boxes below them to form the words of a Bible quotation . The letters 

are not necessarily in order-it's up to you to determine which letter goes in which box below it. Each letter will be used once and only 
once. Black squares usually indicate the end of a word but are also used as spacers at the beginning and/or ending of a quotation To 
solve these puzzles, insert the letters in each column into the boxes below them to form the words of a Bible quotation . The letters are 

not necessarily in order-it's up to you to determine which letter goes in which box below it. Each letter will be used once and only once. 
Black squares usually indicate the end of a word but are also used as spacers at the beginning and/or ending of a quotation. 

Write  the answers to the clues in the boxes to the right of each clue. Copy the letters in the numbered boxes to the other 

boxes in the phrase below with the same number. 
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