
God for His provision at 
mealtimes and bedtime. 
Encourage your child to 
voice his own prayers. 
Listen to Christian music 
in the car and at home. 
Read simple Bible stories 
to your preschooler; pro-
vide a school-age child 
with his own devotional 
book. Once a week, talk 
together about how God 
has blessed your family. 
Pray for others. 

Å Teach your child about 
giving tithes and offer-
ings. Set an example by 
giving a portion of your 
own earnings to the 

(Continued on page 3) 

Written by Andy Cook  

This article is courtesy of ParentLife. 

Christian parenting is an 
adventure that bears great 
responsibility and can be the 
greatest privilege of your 
life. 

Through the daily process of 
raising your child, you can 
turn even the non-
glamorous parts of parent-
ing into a schedule of pre-
paring your child for a life-
long walk with his Creator. 
As a Christian parent, the 
following things are your 
main responsibilities.  

Nurture Your Childõs 
Spiritual Growth 

Children who are raised to 

know God can learn to feel 
unconditional love, know a 
sense of purpose, and care 
for the needs of others. This 
competitive edge gives their 
lives worth and prepares 
them not only to face the 
uncertainties of life with 
gusto, but also gives them 
hope of an eternal life in 
heaven. To nurture your 
childõs spiritual develop-
ment, you can: 

Å Go to church. This sounds 
simple, but busy families 
often have a hard time 
fitting regular church 
attendance into their 
schedules. 

Å Worship together. At the 
very least, offer thanks to 

T HE H IGH  CALL OF PARENTING  

T HE POWER OF APOLOGY 
Written by Dan Schaeffer  

On February 9, 2001, the 
USS Greeneville, a nuclear 
powered submarine skip-
pered by Commander Scott 
Waddle, surfaced during a 
rapid surfacing maneuver, 
striking and sinking the 
Japanese fishing trawler, 
Ehime Maru. Four high 
school students and five 
crew members perished in 

the accident. 

In one of the most poignant 
scenes of recent foreign 
affairs, Admiral William J. 
Fallon, a special envoy to 
President Bush, traveled to 
the small town of Uwajima, 
and there, with cameras 
flashing, bowed deeply be-
fore the families of the vic-
tims and apologized on be-
half of President Bush, the 

U.S. Navy, and the people 
of the United States. This 
was a first step toward heal-
ing the rift that had risen 
between Japan and the 
United States.  

Seek Reconciliation 

Although at times an apol-
ogy seems inadequate for 
the occasion, the lack of one 

(Continued on page 2) 
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often leaves a more lasting 
scar than the offense itself. 
There is power in an apology 
that goes beyond the words 
themselves. 

In the Sermon on the Mount, 
Jesus said, òTherefore, if you 
are offering your gift at the 
altar and there remember that 
your brother has something 
against you, leave your gift 
there in front of the altar. 
First go and be reconciled to 
your brother; then come and 
offer your giftó (Matthew 
5:23-24). 

This instruction isnõt about 
forgiveness; itõs about apol-
ogy, seeking forgiveness from 
someone who has something 
against you, rightly or 
wrongly. That someone could 
be a spouse, a child, an em-
ployer, employee, co-
worker, neighbor, or friend. 
Any and all of them are 
brothers or sisters to whom 
we must be reconciled. But 
while apologizing to someone 
is difficult, it can lead to un-
expected blessings. 

When my oldest child, 
Christi, was about 6, I had to 
discipline her for lying. Re-
luctantly, I walked her to her 
room and asked her why she 
had lied. She assured me she 
hadnõt. This wasnõt unusual. 
Christi didnõt always confess 
to the truth when she got 
caught. I had to punish her, 
and, of course, this created a 
rift in our relationship. 

The problem was that only a 
few minutes later, I learned 

(Continued from page 1) she had been telling the truth. 
I had acted on faulty informa-
tion. Suddenly, I remem-
bered her eyes and how hurt 
they had been as she had tried 
to convince me of her inno-
cence.  Refusing to believe 
her, I had punished her for 
telling the truth. She was still 
in her room when I sheepishly 
returned, got down on my 
knees, and told her how sorry 
I was. I asked her to forgive 
me. Slowly the hurt and an-
ger melted from her eyes, and 
she smiled and gave me a big 
hug. She graciously forgave 
me, and we were closer than 
before. While I regret offend-
ing her, apologizing drew me 
closer to her. 

Deflate the Anger 

My offense had created a bar-
rier between Christi and me, 
but the apology broke it 
down. Thatõs the power of an 
apology. It frees the other 
person to respond in mercy 
and forgiveness. When done 
sincerely and in the right 
spirit, apologizing is a power-
ful human gesture that is most 
difficult to ignore. Once an 
apology has been offered, the 
next step, of necessity, be-
longs to the offended party. 
When you have offended 
someone you work with, a 
family member, a friend, or a 
spouse, the greatest tempta-
tion is to let it go, ignore it, 
and hope everything will 
blow over. But each day the 
wound of offense isnõt 
treated, the more sensitive 
that person becomes to every-
thing you say and do. Soon 
you can do nothing right. But 

an apology begins almost im-
mediately to deflate the an-
ger. 

To remain angry and bitter 
after an apology requires 
more effort than it did before 
because the basis for the anger 
has been removed and the 
real character of the offender 
revealed. Now the character 
of the offended is in the spot-
light. How will he or she re-
spond? Will the offended one 
refuse to accept the apology 
ñ or act in mercy and grace? 
An apology shifts the spot-
light. 

Be Sincere 

An apology should not be 
used to try to force someone 
to forgive. If an apology is 
offered brusquely, insin-
cerely, or flippantly, it only 
serves as fuel for the fire of 
anger. An apology is not 
made up of words alone, but 
includes obvious contrition. 

Experts tell us that only 7 
percent of communication 
takes place through the actual 
words we speak. The bulk of 
communication comes 
through tone of voice and 
body language, audible and 
visible confirmation of the 
words we just heard. Imagine 
someone thoughtlessly collid-
ing with you in a mall, knock-
ing you to the ground, and 
then standing over you, 
laughing, and saying sarcasti-
cally, òIõm soooo sorry!ó 
While the words are right, 
everything else is wrong, re-
sulting in an apology that 
causes further offense to you. 

(Continued on page 7) 

Now all things 

are  of God, 

who has 

reconciled us 

to Himself 

through Jesus 

Christ, and has 

given us the 

ministry of 

reconciliation   

~2 corinthians 5:18~  

POWER 

An apology is 

the superglue 

of life. It can 

repair just 

about 

anything.  

~Lynn Johnston~  



With the invention of com-
puters and the ease of 
emailéthere are truly lessons 
to be learned from typing the 
wrong email address: 

A Minneapolis couple decided 
to go to Florida to thaw out 
during a particularly icy win-
ter. They planned to stay at 
the same hotel where they 
spent their honeymoon 20 
years earlier. Because of hec-
tic schedules, it was difficult 
to coordinate their travel 
plans. So, the husband left 
Minnesota and flew to Florida 
on Thursday, with his wife 
flying down the following 
day. The husband checked 
into the hotel. There was a 

computer in his room, so he 
decided to send an email to 
his wife. However, he acci-
dentally left out one letter in 
her email address, and with-
out realizing his error, sent 
the email. 

Meanwhile, somewhere in 
Houston, a widow had just 
returned home from her hus-
band's funeral. He was a min-
ister who was called home to 
glory following a heart attack. 
The widow decided to check 
her email expecting messages 
from relatives and friends. 
After reading the first mes-
sage, she screamed and 
fainted. The widow's son 
rushed into the room, found 

his mother on the floor, and 
saw the computer screen 
which read: 

To: My loving wife 

Subject: I've arrived  

Date: April 6, 2006 

I know you're surprised to hear 
from me. They have computers 
here now and you are allowed to 
send emails to your loved ones. 
I've just arrived and have been 
checked in. I see that everything 
has been prepared for your arrival 
tomorrow. Looking forward to 
seeing you then. Hope your jour-
ney is as uneventful as mine was. 

P.S. sure is hot down here!!!!! 

T AKE TIME TO  SMILE! 

school. Attend school func-
tions and extracurricular 
activities. 

Å Support teachers and admin-
istrators. Never before has 
the chasm between parents 
and school leadership been 
so wide. Teachers value the 
cooperative support of par-
ents. Ask how you can 
help. Pray for them and tell 
them you are doing so. 
Address concerns with care 
and concern rather than 
hostility. Teach your child 
to respect and obey teach-
ers and administrators. 

Å Make time for learning. 
Make homework time fam-
ily time. You can write 
letters, read a book, clip 

coupons, or prepare for a 
meeting at work while your 
child studies. Sharing 
homework time teaches 
your child that learning is a 
lifelong process. 

Å Encourage learning away 
from school. Watch less TV 
and spend less time in front 
of the computer. Take your 
child on fun and educa-
tional outings to the zoo, 
science museum, nature 
center, or aquarium. Cook 
together, read books, or 
take a photography class 
together. Participate in 
hobbies. 

Pass Along Christian 
Family Values 

(Continued on page 6) 

church. Let your child 
place his own offering in 
the envelope on Saturday 
night and into the offering 
plate on Sunday. 

Guide Your Childõs Edu-
cation 

As a parent, you are your 
childõs first and best teacher. 
You know your child best and 
can encourage him to do and 
be his best. Whether you feel 
Godõs guidance to enroll your 
child in public, private, or 
home school, you must re-
main vigilant and involved in 
his educational process. You 
should: 

Å Volunteer in your childõs 

(Continued from page 1) 
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And lead us 

not into 

temptation, 

but deliver 

us some 

email   
 

~ 4 yr old girl, 

misquoting the 

Lord's Prayer  ~ 

CALLING ... 
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