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ing Christ is almost always 
preceded by a humongous 
list of wants? 

Nope. The psalmist wrote, 
òIõm asking God for one 
thing, only one thing: To 
live with him in his house 
my whole life long. Iõll con-
template his beauty; Iõll 
study at his feetó (Psalm 
27:4, The Message). 

Whadayawant for 
Christmas? 
Itõs easy to get caught up in 
the noisy hustle and bustle 
of the Christmas season and 
to forget the Person weõre 
celebrating. Christmas is 
about Godõs Son coming in 
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òI wanna Commando Baby 
Crawl-Along and a Pastry-
Chef Ken é and a clay-
dough ôYou Are Thereõ 
Appendectomy Kit é and 
lots of money to spend at 
the mall ñ in case thereõs 
something else I want that 
you missed é oh, and I 
wish for three more 
wishes.ó 

 Ever feel like your kids see 
you as a big genie in the 
weeks leading up to Christ-
mas? Didnõt I catch one of 
mine rubbing my palm last 
year in magic lamp fashion?  

What amazes me is that 

even after considerable 
palm-rubbing, I actually do 
find myself fighting traffic, 
wading through sale tables, 
and sifting through the noise 
of a thousand parents crying 
out for the last appendec-
tomy kit. It seems kind of 
like the curse of Ali Baba. 

I Just Want One Thing 
Have you ever looked at 
what David wanted most? 
He wrote in the psalms, 
òIõm asking God for one 
thing, only one thing.ó 

Asking for only one thing? 
Itõs almost absurd, isnõt it? 
Surely this passage doesnõt 
apply to Christmas. Didnõt 
he understand that celebrat-
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T EN Q UESTIONS FOR CHRISTMAS GATHERINGS 

Written by Don Whitney 

Many of us struggle to make 
conversation at Christmas 
gatherings, whether church 
events, work-related par-
ties, neighborhood drop-
ins, or annual family occa-
sions. 

Sometimes our difficulty 
lies in having to chat with 

people we rarely see or 
have never met. At other 
times we simply don't know 
what to say to those with 
whom we feel little in com-
mon. 

Moreover, as Christians we 
want to take advantage of 
the special opportunities 
provided by the Christmas 

season to share our faith, 
but are often unsure how to 
begin. 

Here's a list of questions 
designed not only to kindle 
a conversation in almost any 
Christmas situation, but 
also to take the dialogue 
gradually to a deeper level. 
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Caroling 

December 20th 

5:30 p.m. 
Followed by Soup and Hot Dogs 

Weather permitting 
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night. 

11. The thing manifests itself 
at the onset of a transpar-
ent day. 

12. The coniferous nativity. 

13. What offspring abides 
thus? 

14. Removed in a bovine 
feeding trough. 

15. Creator, cool it, you 
kooky cats! 

16. The slight percussionist 
lad. 

17. Seraphim we aurally de-
tected in the strato-
sphere. 

18. The tatterdemalion eb-
ony atmosphere. 

19. The lad is a diminutive 
percussionist. 

20. Sir Lancelot with laryngi-
tis. 

21. A B C D E F G H I J K M 
N O P Q R S T U V W X 
Y X Z 

Turn these sentences into 
Christmas carols. How many 
can you figure out? Some are 
pretty tricky!  You will find 
duplicates.   

1. Approach everyone who 
is steadfast. 

2. Ecstasy toward the orb. 

3. Listen! The Foretelling 
spirits harmonize. 

4. Hey, Minuscule urban 
area southeast of Jerusa-
lem. 

5. Quiescent Nocturnal 
period. 

6. The Autocrat troika 
originating near the as-
cent of Apollo. 

7. The primary carol. 

8. Embellish the corridors. 

9. I'm fantasizing concern-
ing a blanched yuletide. 

10. During the time ovine 
caretakers supervised 
their charges past mid-

22. The event transpired 
when a smogless be-
witching hour arrived. 

23. Exuberation to this orb. 

24. Do you perceive the 
same longitudinal pres-
sure which stimulates my 
auditory sense organs? 

25. Far back in a hay bin. 

26. Leave and do an elevated 
broadcast. 

27. That exiguous hamlet 
south of the holy city. 

28. Listen, the winged heav-

enly messengers are pro-
claiming tunefully. 

29. As the guardians of little 

woolly animals protected 
their charges in the shad-
ows of the earth. 

The answers are on page 7... 
don't peek if you want to try 
it for yourself. 

CHRISTMAS CAROLS ANOTHER  W AY  

Serve the 

LORD with 

gladness: 

come before 

his presence 

with singing  

 

Psalm 100:2 (KJV) 


