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tormented her and com-
manded them to be gone 
forever. That had been the 
last of the frantic, distraught 
Mary. A gentle, peace-filled 
Mary had taken her place. 
Until today.  

Today she had seen her 
Lord die an excruciating 
death, his body weight 
hanging limp from the nails 
driven through his hands 
and feet, suspended from a 
cross like a common crimi-
nal.  

Her heart caught in her 
throat as she remembered 
and wept and washed away 
the caked blood with her 
tears. She wept, too, as she 
watched the men lift Jesus' 
corpse onto the tomb's 

(Continued on page 2) 

by Dr. Ralph F. Wilson 

So what if the Easter bunny 
wins the hearts of children 
everywhere? So why not 
strike "Easter vacation" 
from the vocabulary of our 
schools and substitute 
"Spring break"? What dif-
ference does Easter make 
anyway?  

It makes a lot of difference 
to those who are in touch 
enough with reality to take 
life and death seriously. It 
made a lot of difference to a 
very real woman named 
Mary. Let me tell you her 
story.  

Mary had the heart-
wrenching honor of washing 
the dried blood from Jesus' 
lifeless body as two other 
followers prepared the 

tomb cut into Jerusalem's 
cold limestone. Mary wept 
as she washed--wept and 
remembered....  

She had been born to lux-
ury, heiress to a textile for-
tune, a native of Magdala, a 
town along the coast of 
Galilee. "Little good it did 
me," she mused. Money 
had brought the opposite of 
happiness. She look back at 
her teen years as a blur of 
painful, compulsive acting 
out. Her parents had 
thrown up their hands in 
despair, she recalled. She 
recollected the gnawing 
fear, the self-loathing that 
ate at her very core. And 
she could remember the 
caring boldness in Jesus' 
penetrating eyes as he had 
confronted the demons that 
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When fishing with my 
grandson John awhile back, 
I recalled that everyone 
needs encouragement.  
While òteam fishingó in a 
nearby pond, we caught a 
large number of fish.  In 
fact, I have an idea that nei-
ther of us will ever experi-
ence a much more produc-
tive fishing day.  We caught 
about fifteen keeper bass in 

just a few hours.  With our 
team approach, I hooked 
the fish and my grandson 
pulled them in to the bank.  
The experience reminded 
me of the punch line from 
an old hunting story: òI 
killed a bear but ôPa shot 
it.ó 

Interestingly, every time I 
handed the rod and reel to 

my grandson, I noticed that 
he would reel it in just a 
little and then look to see 
whether his Mom and 
òGrammyó were watching 
him.  After a few times, I 
observed that he did what-
ever was necessary to get 
his mother or grand-
motherõs attention, some-
times at great risk of losing 
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she said as she looked into his 
face. "Teacher."  

Yes, Easter bunnies still cap-
ture the hearts of children and 
schools talk about Spring 
break, but you and I know 
what really happened on 
Easter.  

In an instant history changed 
forever, because where once 
the human mortality rate had 
held stead at 100%, now it 
skipped a beat as Jesus, Savior 
of all mankind, stepped out of 
dead statistics into life. Death 
is the last word no longer for 
Jesus' followers, life is.  

"Believe in Bhudda," some 
still insist amid the market-
place of the world religions. 
"Confucius," say the Chinese. 
"Mohammed," cry the Mus-
lims. "Bhagwan Shree Ra-
jneesh," shout his followers, 
and on it goes.  

"Jesus," Mary would tell us, 
"He changed my life." And 
millions around the globe 
would echo, "Mine, too. He 
touched my life, too."  

For while religious leaders 
have come and gone, the fact 

remains: only One stepped 
forth from the tomb. Only 
One has risen from the dead. 
Only One has conquered 
death. Only One offers the 
promise of eternal life to 
those who follow him.  

"I am the resurrection and the 
life," Jesus said. "He who 
believes in me will live, even 
though he dies, and whoever 
lives and believes in me will 
never die."  

So why do Jesus' followers 
gather in churches on Easter 
morning? To show off their 
Easter finery? God forbid. 
Rather  

To celebrate the victory 
of Life over death, 

To help their children 
and grandchildren share their 
faith that Jesus is alive, and 

To declare that Jesus 
Christ is Lord indeed! 

We hope you'll join us and 
millions of Christians around 
the world this Easter Sunday.  

Found at www.joyfulheart.com  

carved ledge, and roll a mas-
sive stone across the door-
way.  

Was all her hope for nothing? 
What of all the thousands of 
diseased bodies he had healed? 
The broken lives he had re-
stored? The promises of the 
Kingdom of God?  

But early Sunday morning she 
was back at the tomb to finish 
anointing his body. When she 
arrived the tomb stood open, 
stone pushed to the side, 
ashes of the Roman guards' 
watchfire still smoldering. 
"How can they be so cruel?" 
she cried as she ran to tell the 
apostles. So cruel.  

But it wasn't cruelty that 
rolled away the stone that 
Easter morning. It was the 
powerful hand of God as Je-
sus Christ stepped forth brim-
ming with Life.  

Mary saw him, mistaking him 
for the gardener. But there 
was no mistaking his familiar 
voice--"Mary." She fell at his 
feet, tears of grief melting 
into tears of joy. "Rabboni," 
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Do you know why Canadian 
geese honk? By honking, the 
geese encourage those up 
front to maintain their speed. 
If a goose has to drop out of 
formation, two other geese 
will follow it to aid and pro-
tect it. They will stay to-
gether until the goose is able 
to resume. Then they will fly 

with another formation to 
catch up with their original 
flock.  

Do you know the power of 
encouragement? Your words 
and active support can give a 
needed boost to others when 
they are down. Who do you 
know that could use a little 

encouragement today? Call 
that person as soon as possible 
and give them a friendly 
honk. Your words can make 
another's day. 

Found at www.churchsecretarytoday.com 

T HE POWER OF ENCOURAGEMENT  
ENCOURAGE  ONE 

ANOTHER  DAY  

AFTER DAY , AS 

LONG  AS IT  IS 

STILL CALLED 

TODAY .  
 

H EBREWS 3:13 (NASB)  

"EASTER SAYS YOU  

CAN  PUT TRUTH  

IN  A GRAVE, BUT 

IT  WON 'T  STAY 

THERE." 

 
CLARENCE W. H ALL 



the fish.  Obviously, my 
grandson was more interested 
in being encouraged by some-
one he loved than landing the 
fish.   

Just a few days ago, I 
preached on the  subject of 
fellowship and presented that 
one way to foster fellowship 
among believers is to encour-
age one another.  Everyone 
needs encouragement.  When 
someone encourages us, it 
boosts our confidence and 
helps emboldens us. 

An environment of encour-
agement enhances content-
ment and attracts others who 
need a lift too.  I believe en-
couragement even increases 
our level of commitment.  
For example, if another per-

(Continued from page 1) son encourages me, I want to 
continue doing whatever he 
or she noticed, perhaps even 
increasing my effort to do it 
with excellence.   

As Angie and I minister 
among this fellowship of be-
lievers once again, we are 
very encouraged.  In particu-
lar, I am encouraged by our 
worship services.  Sunday 
mornings are a highlight of 
my week.  For many years, 
my habit on Wednesday eve-
nings has been to lead a Bible 
study, using a discussion for-
mat.  The participation of 
those who attend these 
Wednesday evening Bible 
studies has been most encour-
aging 

Almost since our arrival in 
early February, we have dis-
cussed the content of the Sun-

day morning message on Sun-
day evenings, which allows 
more time for ideas on the 
application of the Bible pas-
sage we consider.  This idea is 
a new one for me.  Yet the 
response has been over-
whelming to this point.  I am 
grateful that God is teaching 
this òold dogó some ònew 
tricks,ó and for the heartening 
way people are responding to 
this method.   

As your interim pastor, I pray 
that you are encouraged by 
these services and by the fel-
lowship of believers at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church.  I 
encourage you to keep en-
couraging each other and I 
hope to see you soon.   

A W ORD  FROM BROTHER JERRY 
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T HEREFORE 

ENCOURAGE ONE 

ANOTHER  AND  

BUILD UP ONE 

ANOTHER . 
 

1 THESSALONIANS 5:11 

(NASB) 

The Activities Committee invites all ages to come enjoy two games of bowl-
ing along with pizza and soda.  Please sign up on the bulletin board so there 
will be enough pizza!  Marion Bowl is located just off I-57 at the first 
Marion Exit (53).Turn right at the end of the ramp and left into the 
 bowling alley parking lot.  See Sandra McGill for more information. 

Let½s Go Bowling! 
Saturday, April 14th  
1:00 p.m. ¹3:00 p.m.  

Marion Bowl  



in Matthew 5ð7; the book of 
Luke has some interesting 
parables with profound truths 
in chapters 10ð21; and youõll 
want to reread the passion 
story from Johnõs perspective 
starting with the Lordõs Sup-
per in chapter 23 and ending 
at 21. Thatõs a total of 33 
chapters; if you read one 
chapter a day, in about a 
month you can give yourself a 
refresher course on the life of 
Christ. 

The Proverbs are also con-
veniently sectioned into bite-
sized chunks, and there are 31 
chapters. Reading one chapter 

By Marianne K. Hering  

Finding truths for teachable 
moments come easier when a 
parent is in the habit of study-
ing the Bible. If Bible reading 
is a daily or even a weekly 
practice, the Word of God is 
already on your mind and 
those truths are gathered 
much more quickly.  

If you need to brush up on 
some of those long-forgotten 
verses, or are experiencing 
Bible study for the first time, 
two great places to glean 
practical wisdom quickly are 
the Gospels and Proverbs. 
The Sermon on the Mount is 

a day will literally give you 
the wisdom of Solomon! 

If youõre involved with the 
Bible and your kids, the two 
can easily come together 
when you use teachable mo-
ments to pass on the knowl-
edge that you have learned 
from your own personal Bible 
study.  

Adapted from The Power of 
Teachable Moments by Jim 
Weidmann and Marianne Her-
ing, Copyright © 2004, Focus 
on the Family. 

Next Month:  Five Min-
utes with the Bible 
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D ILIGENTLY SEARCHING 

several people.  Many of the 
contacts have been a true 
blessing, but God seems to 
either close the door or di-
rect the group into another 
direction.  Confidently trust-
ing in God, the committee 
will continue to seek out His 

By Josh Stafford 

The pastoral search commit-
tee is diligently seeking 
Godõs man for Fellowship 
Baptist.  We have searched 
through many resumes and 
applications for the job and 
have been in contact with 

will and be vessels in bring 
the next pastor to Fellow-
ship.  Please continue to be 
in prayer for the committee 
and for our church during 
this interim time.  God has 
truly blessed us every step of 
the way and we have much to 
be thankful for!   

Breakfast to follow.  
Please sign up on  
the bulletin board.  

I LOVE THOSE 

WHO  LOVE ME,  

AND  THOSE WHO  

SEEK ME 

DILIGENTLY WILL 

FIND  ME. 
 

PROVERBS 8:17 

(NKJV) 


