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some tall, some leafy, oth-
ers with a profusion of 
flowers. God must love 
variety! He is not the God 
of an assembly line creation, 
but One who loves and ap-
preciates the differences. 
Cloning is a distinctly man-
made aping of Deity.  

We often feel insecure 
when we perceive differ-
ences between ourselves 
and others. We feel that we 
may be somehow irregular 
and not quite right. The 
truth is, God loves variety. 
All His plants are different. 

(Continued on page 2) 

by Dr. Ralph F. Wilson 

The fresh smell of the 
mountain air and the cold 
squishy sensation of Yosem-
ite's sub-alpine meadows 
under bare feet invigorated 
the senses. My 21-month-
old daughter jounced in the 
"Geri Carrier" on my back 
as we hiked along a moun-
tain stream which was to 
become the Tuolumne 
River. We passed through 
vivid patches of hundreds of 
wildflowers in sunny open-
ings along the stream. 
There was the orange bril-
liance of the Sierra Tiger 
Lily, the bright blue-purple 

of Bush Lupine against the 
lush green foliage, here and 
there the surprise of a 
Shooting Star--and if one 
looked closely, a Scarlet 
Columbine. The list went 
on and on.  

I found myself telling my 
daughter riding behind me, 
"Annie, this is God's gar-
den." The beauty filled me 
with joy. But the concept of 
God's Garden set my mind 
imagining what God liked in 
His garden.  

God must love variety, I 
thought. Even plants of the 
same species are different--

GODõS GARDEN 

A W ORD  FROM  BROTHER JERRY 

While reading the title to 
the article printed above, I 
recalled that we are not 
planning to plant a garden 
this year and that idea still 
feels a bit awkward to me.  
I grew up in a family with a 
rich tradition of raising their 
own food, especially garden 
vegetables.  In those days, 
our family tended to two 
very large gardens and a 
huge strawberry patch large 
enough to yield an abun-
dance of strawberries to 
eat, freeze for future use 
and sell. 

When Angie and I moved 
back to Southern Illinois 
and built a home in the 
country, I naturally assumed 
we would plant a big gar-
den.  In fact, it never oc-
curred to me that we would 
not do so.  After all, it was a 
part of my family tradition.  
Over the years, we have 
found less time available to 
spend in the garden, so we 
have downsized it.  This 
year, we decided not to 
have anything in the larger 
garden, planting only a few 
vegetables near the house 

where it is convenient to 
care for them. 

Time has always been a pre-
cious resource.  Yet I seem 
to be more conscious of its 
value as the years pass.  A 
few days ago, Angie and I 
enjoyed one of the most 
pleasant Saturdays I can 
remember.  We worked as 
a team to complete a very 
important project at home 
and had time left over to 
take a walk, and then watch 
a movie together.  I did not 

(Continued on page 3) 
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T EE T IME 

ALONE WE CAN  DO  

SO LITTLE; 

TOGETHER WE CAN  

DO  SO MUCH .  

Helen Keller 

quiet you with His love, He will 
rejoice over you with singing."  

As Annie and I walked 
through God's garden in the 
high mountain meadows of 
Yosemite, my heart was 
thrilled and filled with joy 
from the beauty of it. I am 
sure that, in the same way, 
God longs to rejoice, sing for 
joy, over His people, His 
church.  

We are God's garden, the 
planting of the Lord. Singly 
we are unique flowers, to-
gether a garden. I pray that 
He enjoys visiting His gardens 
on Sunday mornings. And I 
hope He whistles in His heart 
to the songs we are singing to 
Him.  

Annie, we are God's garden.  

 
 
Found at www.joyfulheart.com  

That's the way He likes it. 
God made us this way and 
loves us for our uniqueness. 
He created our uniqueness for 
His own purposes.  

There is a beautiful verse in 
Zephaniah 3:17 (NIV):  

òThe Lord your God is with you, 
He is mighty to save. He will take 
great delight in you, He will 

(Continued from page 1) 

GODõS GARDEN 

Steve and his family got 
dressed for church one Sun-
day. It was a cold rainy March 
day. Although they were 
tempted to stay home because 
of the inclement weather, the 
family got in the car and be-
gan the long drive. As they 
passed a nearby golf course, 
Steve noticed that there sev-
eral golf carts lined up at the 
first tee. Obviously these 

golfers, shivering in the 
steady downfall, wouldn't let 
the weather conditions ruin 
their Sunday morning ap-
pointments.  

Are you tempted to skip 
church? Don't let the excuses 
of bad weather, the need for 
recreation, or the desire to 
occasionally sleep in keep you 
home. People do what they 

really want to do! Ask the 
Lord for a renewed fervor for 
His people. A fresh passion 
for the Lord will help you to 
keep your tee times with your 
church!  

Don't let Sunday be taken from 
you...If your soul has no Sunday, 
it becomes an orphan. ~ Albert 
Schweitzer 

What are the basics we need? 
All people need food, water, 
sleep, and a dry place to 
sleep. The basic needs for a 
Christian also include prayer, 
Bible study and belonging to a 
local congregation. Brother 
Jerry Day's messages have 
been very informative on 
ways that we need to go back 
to the basics. Some of the 
things I have been hearing 
over and over again are... 

Does it give God the glory or 
is it just busy work? 

Z Evangelism 
Z Fellowship 
Z Ministry 
Z Worship 
Z Discipleship 
Z Are we meeting peo-

ples' basic needs? 

I am beginning to look for-
ward to getting rid of the 
extra weight that we are car-

rying around. I look forward 
to having others take leader-
ship roles in the church and 
seeing them grow and bloom. 
I also have to ask myself 
"Where does God want me to 
serve"? Everyone needs to ask 
themselves the same question 
and lets all go to work for 
God's Kingdom. 

BACK TO  BASICS 

LET US NOT  GIVE 

UP MEETING 

TOGETHER, AS SOME 

ARE IN  THE HABIT  

OF DOING , BUT LET 

US ENCOURAGE 

ONE ANOTHER -- 

AND  ALL THE MORE 

AS YOU  SEE THE 

D AY  APPROACHING.  

Hebrews 10:25 NIV  



realize what made our day so 
satisfying until reflecting on it 
the next day.  I believe we 
had such a great day on Satur-
day because we made a con-
science decision, refusing to 
continue an activity that was 
no longer meaningfulñplant 
a garden. 

The weather was beautiful 
Saturday.  It would have been 
an ideal day to plant the gar-
den.  Yet if we had done so, 
we would have not enjoyed 
very meaningful activities and 
been bone tired by the end of 
the day.  Additionally, we 
would have started down a 
path that would have robbed 
us of future precious time as 
wellñhours spent in the hot 
summertime, cultivating and 
harvesting the vegetables we 

(Continued from page 1) grew.   

This story about our decision 
to change our gardening 
course reminds me that 
church leaders and members 
must make tough decisions all 
the time.  If we expect to use 
the God-given resources in 
ways that please the Lord, we 
must plan together and en-
gage in conversations about 
priorities.  Otherwise, we 
run the risk of failing to use 
the time and other resources 
God gives in productive ways.  
In some situations, tradition 
becomes the priority.  Thatõs 
why I believe it is healthy for 
church families to re-evaluate 
their activities continually.   

One way to begin that proc-
ess is deciding our priorities 
together.  Very recently, I 
made several recommenda-
tions to the folks who at-

tended a Sunday evening ser-
vice about the future of Fel-
lowship Baptist Church.  I 
trust they are praying about 
those suggestions now.  Some 
of these recommendations 
include methods we can use 
to discuss and decide together 
about our mission and other 
priorities.  Very soon, I will 
ask some of our leaders how 
we should continue our deci-
sion-making process.   

Like the decision Angie and I 
made about the garden this 
year, the choices we make are 
vital to the health of our fam-
ilyñin this case our church 
family.  I hope you will pray 
with me that we will make 
whatever choices it takes to 
glorify God and then decide 
about the activities we choose 
that help us fulfill our God-
given mission.   

A W ORD  FROM BROTHER JERRY 
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THE LORD WILL 

GUIDE YOU  

CONTINUALLY ,  

AND  SATISFY YOUR  

SOUL IN  DROUGHT ,  

AND  STRENGTHEN 

YOUR  BONES;  

YOU  SHALL BE LIKE 

A WATERED 

GARDEN,  

AND  LIKE A SPRING 

OF WATER, WHOSE 

WATERS DO  NOT  

FAIL.  

Isaiah 58:11 



the Bible while you read. Us-
ing a puppet to tell the Bible 
story is always a treat.  

Introduce additional material. 
Bible coloring books are a 
great way to share a story. 
You may want to read a holi-
day book depicting the story 
of Jesus at Christmas or 
Easter.  

Toss in real life. If the Bible 
story contains any objects you 
have in your home, use them. 
Visual aides make the story 
real to a child. If you are 
reading about Noahõs ark, 
pull the cushions off the 
couch to make a boat, then 
bring aboard all the stuffed 
animals.  

Include a memory verse. Pick 
a verse from the Bible and 
repeat it each day until your 
child memorizes it. Practice 

By Lynne M. Thompson 

Your childõs schedule proba-
bly already includes bath 
time, nap time and bedtime. 
But thereõs always room for 
five minutes of Bible time. 
No child is too young to learn 
from the most important 
book in history. Here are 
some pointers.  

Set a routine for Bible time. 
Try to have it at approxi-
mately the same time each 
day, perhaps after breakfast or 
before snack.  

Sing fun songs. Bible songs 
sold on cassette or CD at 
Christian bookstores can get 
you started. Enjoy clapping 
and jumping.  

Read from a childrenõs Bible. 
Use a toddler or picture Bi-
ble. Keep the stories short. 
Some children enjoy holding 

by allowing her to fill in a 
word that you leave out. Re-
ward her with a sticker, then 
move on to another verse.  

Make prayer easy. In the be-
ginning, youõll have to model 
a simple prayer. For example, 
òThank You, God, for sun-
shine. Thank You for today. 
Amen.ó After a while, ask 
your child if thereõs some-
thing sheõd like to pray for.  

Be patient. Occasionally, Bi-
ble time may have to be cut 
even shorter due to a sleepy 
child or a bad day. The goal is 
to stay committed to provid-
ing as much of a positive Bible 
routine as possible. It will 
become a part of your childõs 
day that says, òLetõs take time 
to have fun with God!ó  

Found at Family.org 
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need to be done.  As of late 
though, I am being persuaded 
that prayer is just as vitally 
important as doing and even 
actually the step before do-
ing, during doing, and 
after doing.  Scripture in-
structs that we should never 
stop praying. 

I do challenge you, whether 
or not you are involved any of 

By Josh Stafford 

Prayer! Prayer! Prayer!  Fel-
lowship Baptist Church has a 
summer full of ministry com-
ing up.  Sometimes I look 
around and think what in the 
world is God calling me to do 
in all of these things.  I am a 
person who is a hands-on-
doer.  I like to be active in 
working on the things that 

the ministries at Fellowship, 
be in the most important one, 
the prayer ministry.  This 
summer we have Childrenõs 
Bible School coming up, 
Youth Bible School, summer 
mission trip, and many other 
great opportunities to reach 
people with the Gospel and 
growth in Jesus Christ that 
need our prayer attention! 

YOUR  CHILDREN 

WILL BECOME WHAT  

YOU  ARE; SO BE 

WHAT  YOU  WANT  

THEM TO  BE.  
    

David Bly 

SUMMER M INISTRIES 


