
AND  WHICH  OF 

YOU  HAVING  A 

HUNDRED  SHEEP, IF 

HE LOSES ONE OF 

THEM, DOES NOT  

LEAVE THE NINETY

-NINE  IN  THE 

WILDERNESS AND  

GO  AFTER THE 

ONE WHICH  IS 

LOST UNTIL  HE 

FINDS IT ?  

LUKE 15:4 KJV 

and a given time is impor-
tant for man because it 
keeps his worship rightly 
directed.  Man cannot 
keep his direction in life 
right, if his worship is 
wrong. 

The greatest threat to 
Christian and constructive 
worship is man himself, 
for when God is ignored, 
man places himself on 
that pedestal and becomes 
a god into himself.  The 
scholars call it a òloss of 
transcendence.ó  All the 
time, we have become a 
people who worship God 
less and man more. 

Wisdom and knowledge 
begin with worship.  Wor-
ship means:  òfear,ó 
òawe,ó and òreverence.ó  
To worship is to bow 
down; pay respect; to de-

(Continued on page 2) 

Please read:  1 Chronicles 

16:29-34; Proverbs 1:7a 

One of my concerns for 
Fellowship Baptist is its 
reaction to worship.  We 
are a people who seek 
fellowship in Sunday 
School and Bible study, 
but worship appears to be 
secondary to many.  If 
worship is secondary to 
many who attend, how 
can we expect it to be 
important to the commu-
nity and those who do not 
attend church at all.  I am 
wondering whether or not 
we every invite anyone to 
come and worship with 
us. 

Worship is not an item on 
the agenda for Sundays.  
It is much more than that.  
It has been described by 
some as òthe essential 

activity of Godõs peo-
ple ....ó  Others have ob-
served that òWorship is 
not a means to an end; it 
is the end of manõs life, 
the highest activity in 
which he engages, the 
purpose for which he was 
made.ó Another has writ-
ten, òThe first business, 
then, of a church is not 
evangelism, nor missions, 
or benevolence; it is wor-
ship.ó  Do you believe it? 

In reality, it is not a matter 
of whether or not worship 
is important.  Worship is 
irresistible.  It is not a 
matter of whether or not 
man will worship, but a 
matter of what or who he 
will worship.  Since man 
was created as a worship-
ing being and he cannot 
keep from it.  Christian 
worship at a given place 
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T HE FEAR OF 

THE LORD 

IS THE 

BEGINNING  

OF 

KNOWLEDGE 
 

PSALM 1:7A (NIV)  

clare the worth of God; to 
acknowledge that He is of 
supreme worth; to express 
humility. 

Fear and reverence are the 
foundation stones for wis-
dom and worship is the 
beginning point of wisdom.  
Do you have any idea of 
how much tragedy could be 
avoided if people ascribed 
supreme worth to God; if 
people lived lives of wor-
shipful humility; if decisions 
were made on the basis of 
the worth of His wisdom 
instead of human passion 
and whim?   

 1 Chronicles 16:29-34, 
identifies some things that 
are crucial to worship: 

1. Ascribe to the LORD 
the glory due his name.  

2. Bring an offering and 
come before him;  

3. òWorship the LORD in 
the splendor of his holi-
ness."    (1 Chr 16:29) 

4. Tremble before him, all 
the earth! The world is 
firmly established; it can-
not be moved."    (1 Chr 

(Continued from page 1) 16:30) 

5. Give thanks to the 
LORD, for he is good; 
his love endures for-
ever."    (1 Chr 16:34)   

Worship is essentially rela-
tionship; involvement with 
God; communion between 
the Creator and His crea-
tion.  It is not coming to a 
meeting to get a blessing, 
but joining with others to 
bless Him who is blessed, 
merciful, good and loving.  
Like Paulõs definition of 
love, worship does not seek 
its own way.  We are re-
sponding to Godõs initiative 
all the way. 

When authentic worship is 
ignored, man ascribes glory 
to himself.  He functions, 
no longer as a steward for 
creation, but as the owner 
of creation.  There is no 
accountability.  There is no 
one to judge or evaluate 
you other than self.  There 
is no one greater than him-
self; no knowing that He is 
God.  There is no humility 
required.  There is no one 
good to worship, for man 
has revealed the kind of 
being he is without divine 

transformation. 

Consider what worship pro-
vides: 

1. Worship orders our 
identity, telling us who 
we are.   

2. Worship orders our rela-
tionships within the 
church; we are the body 
of Christ; we are one.         

3.  Worship orders our 
time, making us aware of 
Godõs work in our world 
and urging us to make 
the most of our time; to 
seize the day; giving ur-
gency to things eternal.   

4. Worship orders our per-
spective, showing us 
reality.  In worship we 
begin to view life as God 
views it.   

5.  Worship orders our 
thinking, leading us to 
know God as He is re-
vealed in Jesus Christ.  

Why not make the worship 
of God a priority in your 
life?  You are not doing 
God a favor by worshiping.  
You are opening yourself 
up to intimacy with Him.  
He does you a favor by 
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