
The mission of 
Fellowship Baptist 

Church is loving God 
and others through 

committed service and 
prayer, sharing His 

Good News and  
nurturing followers  

of Jesus Christ. 
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granddaughter and she sent 
her to live at Baptist Chil-
drenõs Home. 

For 90 years, Baptist Home 
and Family Services has 
loved and cared for children 
like Cassy. Throughout 
these years, we have found 
that while some things have 
changed, the key compo-
nent of who we are has al-
ways remained the same! 
Through Christ, we are 
dedicated to meeting the 
needs of children and fami-
lies in crisis. òLearn to do 
right, seek justice, encour-
age the oppressed. Defend 
the cause of the fatherless, 
plead the case of the widow 
- Isaiah 1:17.ó 

(Continued on page 2) 

A Message from Doug Devore 

òWhen I was little, my 
mom beat me and had me 
tell people I had fallen 
down the stairs. She would 
put her cigarettes out be-
hind my ear. It wouldnõt 
show because my hair was 
long. When I finally told, 
we went to court but the 

judge gave her 

visitation rights and when I 
returned to her, she beat 
me for telling.ó Cassy, age 
13, cries as she relives this 
experience. 

Cassy was eventually re-
moved from her motherõs 
home and custody was given 
to her father and his 
mother. òI was a daddyõs 
girl. He played the guitar 
and I have one of his guitar 
picks I wear around my 
neck. But my dad came 
down with a terminal dis-
ease and died. I miss him so 
much, but I know heõs in 
heaven.ó 

After the devastation of 
losing her son, Cassyõs 
grandmother could not face 
the challenge of raising her 

FAITHFUL  T HROUGH  THE YEARS: 

2008 M OTHERõS D AY  O FFERING 

PASTORõS PARAGRAPHS 
By Brother Dwayne Sheumaker 

We have a lot of special 
days coming up in the next 
six weeks and much of our 
morning worship time will 
be given over to family is-
sues.  Consider the follow-
ing: 

Ò May 4 ð Senior Adult 

Day ð recognizing and 
honoring our Senior 
Adults 

Ò May 11 ð Motherõs 
Day ð recognizing and 
honoring our Mothers 

Ò May 18 ð Parent/
Child Dedication 
and Graduateõs Rec-

ognition  ð a service in 
which parents dedicate 
themselves to providing 
a Christian home for 
their children and a 
blessing of the children.  
This is especially for 
newborns and children 
under the age of three 
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Thousands of children and 
families have been touched by 
the work of Baptist Childrenõs 
Home and Family Services. In 
2007 alone, we served a re-
cord 1405 individuals. 

All this has been made possi-
ble by sacrificial giving of 
Godõs people! Through years 
of high gas prices, poor econ-
omy, and major crises, you 
have recognized the contin-
ued need of those placed in 

(Continued from page 1) our care. Thank you for re-
membering our children and 
families this Motherõs Day. 
Your faithfulness is essential 
to their success! We never 
take your gifts for granted. 

MOTHERõS D AY  O FFERING 

MORE PARAGRAPHS 

ing, researching and convers-
ing with church leadership as 
to the kind of strategy we 
need.  There is one truth of 
which I am certain at this 
point:  Vienna is a community 
with many opportunities for 
ministry, caring and outreach.  
We are blessed with a great 
city park which beckons us to 
provide Backyard Bible 
Clubs, biking, worship in the 
park and recreational 
events.  Please take a 
look around where you 
live and begin to identify 
areas of needed ministry.  
Seek a ministry for which 
you have a passion.  Tell 
me about it and we will 
seek to provide encour-
agement and training for 
your area of concern. 

òAre the unchurched in-
terested in church?  38% 
are receptive or highly 
receptive to attending 
church.  82% say they 
would be open to attend-

ing church if a friend invited 
them.  Unfortunately, only 
21% of active church-going 
Christians invited someone to 
church last year.ó  (Source:  
Lifeway Research, On Mission 
magazine, Winter 2008, p. 10) 

I hope you will meet me in 
church each Sunday in May, 
and by the way, why not in-
vite someone to attend with 
you.  

who have never been a 
part of such a dedication 
service.  We will also rec-
ognize our Graduates and 
present them with gifts on 
this day. 

Ò June 1 ð Childrenõs 
Day ð a day to focus on 
and honor our children.  
The main sermon will be a 
òSermon in a Sackó which 
everyone will enjoy. 

Ò June 15 ð Fatherõs Day 
ð recognizing and honor-
ing our Fathers. 

I hope you will plan to be a 
part of these worship empha-
ses. 

The preaching which is 
planned for services other 
than these will focus on 
preparation to develop a 
strategy for outreach which 
we hope to implement in the 
fall.  At this time, I am pray-
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In support of the  
Baptist Childrenôs Home and Family Services 

May 11, 2008 
Special offering envelopes will be available in the vestibule. 




