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VIENNA, IL 

PERMIT NO. 8 

Return Service Requested  

Jan. 1   OFFICE CLOSED for New Yearôs Holiday 

Jan. 3  10:00 a.m. Lordôs Supper Observance during Service 

Jan. 6  7:00 p.m. Quarterly Business Meeting 

Jan. 10 6:00 p.m. Fellowship Groups Begin 

Jan. 15 6:00 p.m. CCBA Wild Game Supper in Olmsted 

Jan. 18 9:30 a.m. Blood Drive 

Jan. 24 6:00 p.m. Family Night 

Jan. 31 6:00 p.m. Praise & Singing Night 

 

çfirstnameè çlastnameè 
çaddressè 
çaddress2è 

çcityè, çstateè  çzipè 

Worship Opportunities 
 

Sunday School  9:30 a.m. Sunday 

Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Sunday 

Evening Service 6:00 p.m. Sunday 

Bible Study 7:00 p.m. Wednesday 

Youth Group 7:00 p.m. Wednesday 

W E³RE  ON  TH E  W E B!  

www.fe l lowsh ipbapt is tv ienna.com 

890 Senior Avenue 
Vienna, IL  62995 

 
(618) 658-5581    fax: (618) 658-3432 

fellowship@fellowshipbaptistvienna.com 

As Jesusõ earthly father, 
Joseph, discovered in Mat-
thew 1-2, thatõs just an-
other way of saying that 
when your plans are de-
toured and redirected, you 
find out whoõs really 
charting the course.  

*               *               * 

Nazareth. It felt good to 
Joseph to be back 
home. The same old 
market and the same old 
merchants. The same 
old neighbors with the 
same old complaints. 

The same old synagogue and 
the same old rabbi.   

Oddly, though, the nor-
malcy felt a bit strange after 
the unexpected adventures 

(Continued on page 2) 

By Pastor Russ Kreuter 

Brothers & Sistersñ 

I pray that you will have a 
joy-filled season with your 
family as we celebrate 
GOD.  I received this 
article in the mail and 
felt it was worth passing 
along. This Jon Bloom 
guy can write! The be-
low article is very in-
sightful and sheds more 
light on the story of 
Joseph and the family of 
Jesus. They did not have 
an easy road, by any 
means. Yet it was Godõs 
will for them to walk it. All 
of us have our own roads to 
walk; sometimes it is dark 
and narrow. But let us 
never forget Who is orches-
trating it. May we worship 
Him and trust Him even 

when we may not know 
what is around the corner! 
He alone is our peace and 
our joy! 

Merry Christmas to you all! 

Joseph: (Un)

Planned Detours  

By Jon Bloom of Desiring God Ministries 

òThe heart of man plans his 
way, but the Lord establishes 
his stepsó (Proverbs 16:9).  

PASTORõS PARAGRAPHS 

CELEBRATING THE BIRTHDAY  OF A K ING  

By Carol Stockdale, Childrenõs Dept. 
Director 

On Sunday, December 20, 
2009, the Children's Depart-
ment enjoyed a Birthday Party 
for Jesus with games, prizes, 
cake, milk, and juice.  There 
was a lot of excitement among 
the children.  They played òPut 
Mary, Joseph and Jesus in the 
Stable,ó blindfolded, like pin 
the tail on the donkey.  There 
was also a òcakeó walk with 

prizes instead of cakes.  We 
sung Happy Birthday to Je-
sus.  Everyone knew whose 
birthday it was and why we 
were celebrating it.  It is good 
to see that the teachers, lead-
ers, and parents have taught 
our children the real meaning 
of Christmas! 
 
Donõt forget to be watching 
for the Children's Art Show at 
the end of January.  Children 

will be working on their art 
skills while they are on Christ-
mas break.   More information 
to follow. 
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GLAD T IDINGS 

The mission of 
Fellowship Baptist 

Church is loving God 
and others through 

committed service and 
prayer, sharing His 

Good News and  
nurturing followers  

of Jesus Christ. 
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T HIS  M ONTH õS 

FAMILY  N IGHT  EVENT  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Game Night 

January 24 

6:00 p.m. 

The Holy Familyôs first few years 

were not tranquil. é  It was 

difficult, expensive, time-

consuming, career-delaying and 

full of uncertainty. 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Matthew%201
http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Matthew%201
http://www.desiringgod.org/Blog/2138_joseph_unplanned_detours/
http://www.desiringgod.org/Blog/2138_joseph_unplanned_detours/
http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Proverbs%2016.9
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of the past couple of years. 
What an odyssey this simple 
Galilean carpenter had been 
on.  

It had all started with Maryõs 
world-shaking pregnancy 
announcement that took an 
angel to help him believe. He 
had hardly stopped reeling 
from that news when he was 
hit with the census decree 
from Rome.  

Joseph recalled the anger he 
had felt. Some vain emperor a 
world away was ordering 
people to go to their ancestral 
cities to register. As a descen-
dent of King David, this 
meant for Joseph a royal 100-
mile walk to Bethlehem. It 
seemed outrageously unjust. 
Not only would this disrupt 
his business and incur travel 
expenses they could not af-
ford, but Mary would be in 
advanced pregnancy!  

He remembered venting his 
exasperation to a friend who 

(Continued from page 1) had replied, òSurely the Mes-
siah will come soon and de-
liver us from these tyrants!ó 
And then to cheer Joseph had 
added, òHey, maybe youõll 
see the Messiah there! You 
know what the prophet said,  

But you, O Bethlehem Eph-
rathah, who are too little to 
be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for 
me one who is to be ruler in 
Israel, whose coming forth is 
from of old, from ancient 
days.ó (Micah 5:2)  

His friend might as well have 
hit Joseph on the head with a 
plank. All at once he saw it! 
Augustus in all his imperial 
pomp was merely a tool in 
the hand of God to fulfill 
Scripture. His anger melted 
into awe-filled joy. Yes, Jo-
seph most certainly would see 
the Messiah in Bethlehem.  

In fact, after Jesusõ incredible 
birth, Joseph had fully ex-
pected to make Bethlehem 
their new permanent home. 
Surely thatõs what Micah 

meant. And he had just 
started to get his business 
going when the angel of his 
dreams came again, shortly 
after the Persian magi visited. 
òFlee to Egypt and remain 
there until I tell you.ó Herod 
wanted to murder their baby!  

Joseph had felt anger rise 
against Herod. And he felt a 
stab of fear. The Egyptian 
border was another 100-mile 
foot journey for his wife and 
child, mostly through desert.  

But he quickly remembered. 
If Augustus was Godõs tool, 
what was Herod? God had his 
reasons to send his Son to 
Egypt. So Joseph snuck his 
family out of town in the 
cover of night.  

Egypt. That was one place 
Joseph had never expected to 
see, much less live in. He 
hadnõt had any idea how he 
would feed and house his 
family there. But he need not 
have worried. God provided 
wonderfully for them like he 

(Continued on page 11) 

participating.  If you did not 
attend the party and are inter-
ested in secret sisters, please see 
Brenda Kreuter.  

Secret Sisters will start in Janu-
ary.  You are supposed to do 
something special for that person 
each month while trying to not 
let them know who you 
are.  We will reveal who your 
secret sister is at next 
year's Christmas party (Editorõs 
Note:  The date of that party is 
listed in the WMU article!)  We 
also decided that on one Tuesday 

night a month we will have our 
women's meetings.  Please check 
the church calendar, this news-
letter, and future bulletins and 
newsletters for more informa-
tion regarding dates, times, and 
activities.  We encourage you to 
get involved with our women's 
group.  This is a good ministry in 
our church and enables you to 
have close bonds with your sis-
ters in Christ.   I would appreci-
ate any suggestions that you 
may have for projects the 
women's group can be involved 
in.     

D ETOURS 

LIFE'S PROBLEMS 

WOULDN 'T  BE 

CALLED 

"HURDLES" IF 

THERE WASN'T  A 

WAY  TO  GET 

OVER THEM.   

 
~AUTHOR  U NKNOWN  

By Sandra McGill, WMU Co-Director 

We had 34 ladies participate in 
this yearõs Annual Women's 
Christmas Party on Saturday, 
December 5, 2009, at the home 
of Brenda Kreuter.  We en-
joyed a devotion about resting in 
God by Lana McLaughlin.  We 
shared a potluck meal, played 
Christmas games and en-
joyed our annual gift ex-
change.   We also revealed who 
our Secret Sister were and were 
able to fill out new secret sister 
forms if you were interested in 

W OMEN 'S CHRISTMAS PARTY  
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YOU  CAN 'T  LIVE 

A PERFECT DAY  

WITHOUT  DOING  

SOMETHING FOR 

SOMEONE WHO  

WILL NEVER BE 

ABLE TO  REPAY 

YOU .   

 
~JOHN  W OODEN  

had all along.   

And then after a few months 
another dream and another 
commission: Herod had died 
and he was to take the child 
back to Israel. Joseph as-
sumed this meant returning 
to Bethlehem.  

But he soon learned that 
Herodõs son, Archelaus, was 
ruling over Judea. Archelaus 
was a sharp chip off the cruel 
block. If he got wind of a 
Messiah in Bethlehem, no 
doubt another assassination 
would be attempted. One 
more angelic dream visit and 
it was back to Nazareth.  

And who knew how long that 
would lasté  

*               *               *  

The Holy Familyõs first few 
years were not tranquil. They 
were filled with grueling 
travel during the hardest part 
of pregnancy, a birth in worse 
than a barn, no steady in-
come, an assassination at-

(Continued from page 2) tempt, two desert crossings 
on foot with an infant, living 
in a foreign country, waiting 
on God for guidance and pro-
visions just in the nick of 
time. It was difficult, expen-
sive, time-consuming, career-
delaying and full of uncer-
tainty.  

And it was Godõs will.  

The unplanned, inefficient 
detours of our lives are 
planned by God. They are 
common for disciples, and 

they commonly donõt make 
sense in the moment. But 
Godõs ways are not our ways 
because our lives are about 
him, not about us. He is or-
chestrating far more than we 
know in every unexpected 
event and delay.  

So when you find yourself 
suddenly moving in a direc-
tion you had not planned, 
take heart, hold tight, and 
trust Godõs navigation.  

bread for each of the Thanksgiv-
ing baskets.  We were able to 
help 26 families this year.  We 
received around $648.00 from 
the love offering and rice 
bowls.  It was great to see all of 
you stepping up to the plate and 
sorting the food into the bas-
kets.  The biggest job was deliv-
ering the baskets.  If you came 
back to the church that afternoon 
and helped deliver the baskets 
you deserve an extra jewel in 
your crown.  It is great to see 
the church working together to 

MORE D ETOURS 

 

help families in need in our com-
munity. 

After costs were paid, the money 
left over ($90.25) was donated 
to the McLaughlin family along 
with the special love offering 
taken on December 13 to help 
get Conrad home for Christmas 
(at total of $1,055.25 as given to 
the family).  This will most likely 
be the last chance that the family 
has to be together before Conrad 
ships off, most likely for Af-
ghanistan in early 2010.  Please 
keep this family in your prayers.   

T HANKSGIVING  BASKETS 
By Sandra McGill, WMU Co-Director 

I would like to personally thank 
all of those in our congregation 
who brought food and gave 
money for the purchase of 
24 turkeys, 2 hams and loaves of 

Dates and times to be announced 
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Start praying and planning now for VBS 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Micah%205.2

