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being of our defenseless 
neighbors and that dishon-
ors the Lawgiver.  If a law 

abandons the purpose 
the Father gave it, the 
law should concern the 
Fatherõs children. 

The destruction of de-
fenseless life should 
cause the church to 
weep.  Period.  No per-
son who claims to walk 
in the light should dis-
agree with that state-
ment.  The Creator 
knits a person into be-
ing; the creature de-
stroys the Creatorõs 
work.  This is not sim-
ply sin because a com-

mandment has been broken; 

(Continued on page 2) 

The healthcare issue is the 
talk of the nation right now.  
And it should be talked 
about. Many of you 
are upset and fearful.  
I would like to ad-
dress this because it 
has been on my heart, 
too. For me, this is 
not about Donkeys 
and Elephants. It is 
much greater than 
that. 

What we need to 
understand is that 
government was es-
tablished by God 
(Rom.13) to protect 
and promote morality 
and justice.   That is 
the purpose that the Crea-
tor gave it. The passing of 
Federal Healthcare should 

concern the church, not 
because it is a win for De-
mocrats and a loss for Re-

publicans, but because it is 
going to affect the well-

PASTORS PARAGRAPHS: THE U NITED  STATES 

GOVERNMENT AND  THE H OLY  N ATION  OF GOD  

STEPPING O UT  IN  FAITH  FROM JAMES 1:27 

 By Mark Bundren 

James 1:27 defines orphan 
care as pure and genuine 
religion in the sight of God 
the Father.  

 In October 2009, the Bun-
dren family (Mark, Edna, 
Taylor, and Haley) began a 
very long, challenging, and 
spiritual journey. During 

this time, God started bur-
dening our hearts to con-
sider adoption. We have 
always wanted more chil-
dren, but Edna decided 
after our second child that 
she was not interested in 
expelling another human 
being from her body again 
(smile). I can't say as I 
blame her for that.  

 Since our journey began, 
we have attended two adop-
tion conferences. During 
the first conference in the 
fall of 2009, God pretty 
much made it clear to both 
Edna and myself that we 
needed to begin the adop-
tion process. We quickly 
decided that we wanted to 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Comedy Movie Night 

April 25 at  

6:00 p.m. 

And one of them, a lawyer, asked him 

a question to test him.  ñTeacher, 

which is the great commandment in 

the Law?ò And he said to him, ñYou 

shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your mind. This is the great 

and first commandment. And a 

second is like it: You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself. On these two 

commandments depend all the Law 

and the Prophets.ò 

 ~ Matthew 22:35-40 
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it is sin because it offends the 
Creator of the universe. Our 
hearts should break for the 
child and the mother. 

We all agree on these things, 
hopefully.  The question that 
needs answering is how do we 
move forward from here.  
How should we respond as 
the òholy nationó of God (1 
Pet. 2:9)?   

I have heard two extreme 
answers.  One: òWe should 
all run for congress and give 
large portions of time and 
money toward political 
agenda promotion, via media 
and pulpit.  We are going to 
change the world through 
legislation.ó  Two: òJesus is 
on His throne. Politics are of 
the world. ôTis So Sweet to 
Trust in Jesus.õó 

If I had to error on the side of 
one over the other, I would 
error on the side of the sec-
ond extreme.  However, nei-
ther extreme is correct.  To 
be entirely anti-politics, or to 
be entirely apathetic toward 

(Continued from page 1) the passing of the laws that 
we and our children must live 
under is reckless and sinful.  
And to put all of our eggs in 
the basket of a sinful govern-
ment in hopes that sinners 
will promote godliness is na-
ïve.  

So how should we move for-
ward from here?  As a pastor, 
I have responsibility to give a 
right perspective, especially 
in the wake of the passing of 
such a historic piece of legisla-
tion that will affect us and our 
many neighbors.  As we have 
been learning from Dr. Piper, 
it is King Jesusõ universe. He 
is not wealthy because He 
owns more than the wealthi-
est people on the earth. He is 
wealthy because He OWNS 
the wealthiest people on the 
earth, along with all their 
money!  That includes the 
United States government. 

We are His trustees. We are 
His salt and His light.  To 
turn a deaf ear and do nothing 
while the world that God 
created destroys itself is sin-
ful.  We should utilize our 
right to vote, as best we can 

on those who come as close as 
possible to exalting and pro-
tecting morality. If that means 
choosing between saving 
more money on my health 
insurance versus limiting the 
number of abortions there are 
in this country, we should 
vote for life every time. I 
would rather pay higher taxes 
the rest of my life in order to 
save one defenseless child.  
Are we about money and 
power? Or are we about hon-
oring the purpose of govern-
ment? 

That being said, here are 
some thoughts on how to think 
rightly: 

* The law was never designed 
to change hearts.  Our 
country needs faith and 
repentance much more 
than it needs legislation. 

* We have a King, but we 
also have neighbors. We 
should weep for our 
neighbors and rest in the 
King. 

*  We should praise our King 
for giving us laws and gov-

(Continued on page 3) 

MORE PARAGRAPHS 

BUT  YOU  ARE A 

CHOSEN RACE, A 

ROYAL 

PRIESTHOOD, A 

HOLY  NATION , A 

PEOPLE FOR HIS 

OWN  POSSESSION, 

THAT  YOU  MAY  

PROCLAIM THE 

EXCELLENCIES OF 

HIM  WHO  CALLED 

YOU  OUT  OF 

DARKNESS INTO  

HIS MARVELOUS 

LIGHT . 
 

~ 1 PETER 2:9 

Easter Sunrise Service  

April 4, 2010  

6:30 a.m.  
On the East Lawn. Bring chair or blanket.  

The Fellowship Committee will prepare a breakfast following the 

service. Please sign up on the bulletin board if you plan to attend.  

PAGE 15 VOLUME 6, ISSUE 4  

 

 

H OSPITALITY 

need arises.  

 Do I have to make home-
made meals? 

Not necessarily.  There may 
be times when you may not 
be able to provide a home-
made meal due to your own 
personal circum-
stances.  Please don't let that 
keep you from volunteering.  
Or, if you question your 
cooking skills, donõt let that 
prevent you from volunteer-
ing either.  You can partici-
pate no matter what your 
cooking skills are. You simply 
need to cook or purchase a 
meal for another family, just 
like you would for your own, 
and transport the meal. You 
don't have to be great cook- a 
simple spaghetti meal would 
do! 

 Are there any meal tips 
or ideas? 

There are a few suggestions 
that can both help you and the 
recipient enjoy the experi-
ence: 

Use disposable containers 
whenever possible. At a 
time of need, the last 
thing the family needs to 
worry about is getting 
someoneõs dishes back to 
them. 

Call ahead, preferably the 
day before, to discuss a 
drop-off time and any 

other accommodations. 

Deliver frozen or freez-
able meals when it is im-
possible/impracticable to 
deliver hot meals, but be 
sure to leave heating in-
structions. 

If practical, invite the fam-
ily to share a meal in your 
home. 

This is what I call having a 
hospitable spirit -- seeing a 
need and jumping in to help 
ease the pain of others. 
Whoõd ever guess we could 
bless other bodies and souls in 
such a simple, yet meaningful 
way? If I hadnõt been the re-
cipient of this beautiful act of 
love a couple years ago, I 
would have never understood 
how nourishing it is ð to the 
body and soul. The Bible tells 
us to òCarry each other's bur-
dens, and in this way you will 
fulfill the law of 
Christ.ó (Galatians 6:2). 
Please prayerfully consider 
whether God is leading YOU 
to be a part of the Family 
Meal Ministry. Who knows 
who you will be able to touch 
when you reach beyond the 
walls Fellowship Baptist 
Church.   

*If you have already signed up to 
volunteer for this ministry, please 
check the signup sheet and make 
adjustments to your availability 
if needed. 

 What if a family has die-
tary needs or unique re-
quirements? 

This ministry is designed to 
meet the needs of individual 
families.  Before the meals are 
scheduled and delivered, 
families are asked about aller-
gies and dietary requirements 
as well as food dislikes.  This 
information is then relayed 
onto those preparing the 
meals.  Family size and deliv-
ery times are also taken into 
account. 

 How do I provide meals? 

It is not necessary to be a culi-
nary genius to join the ranks 
of volunteer cooks! It just 
takes a desire to serve one 
another in love ð simply sign-
up! There is currently a 
signup sheet on the bulletin 
board, but this is a ministry 
that always welcomes new 
volunteers.  You may call the 
church office to be added to 
the list at anytime or to 
change your availability.*  

 How often will I serve? 

It is completely up to you and 
is on a voluntary basisé no 
phone calls begging for help, 
and no arm-twisting! As a 
need arises, we will contact 
volunteers with information 
regarding a family in need. 
We know that our volunteers 
are not always able to help 
due to their own life circum-
stances.  If you are able to 
help out at during the specific 
period of time, that is great; if 
not, we will simply contact 
you again the next time a 

(Continued from page 14) 

IF YOU  CAN 'T  

FEED A HUNDRED  

PEOPLE, THEN  

FEED JUST ONE.  

 
 ~MOTHER T ERESA 

Reminder!  

The Church 

Office will be 

Closed for Good 

Friday  

April 2nd  


